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Report of the State Board of Education. 



to 



December, 1883. 

To the Honorable the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey : 

The State Board of Education submits herewith for your in- 
formation the annual report of the State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, with the accompanying tables. The following is 
a summary of the statistics contained in his report: 

Amount of State school tax $1,375,588.00, an increase of $32,- 
932.00 over last year; district and city tax for teachers' salaries 
$274,560.39, a decrease from last year of $1,372 06 ; district and 
city tax for permanent improvements $507,752 81, an increase 
of $141,419.86 ; from other sources, including State appropriation 
and interest of surplus revenue, $157,690.21, an increase of 
$226.87. The total amount appropriated for current expenses is 
$1,807,849.80, and, including the sum voted for building and 
repairing school houses, the total amount for educational pur- 
poses is $2,315,602.61, an increase over last year of $173,217.87. 
The total value of school property is $6,515,620.00, an increase 
over last year of $244,842.00. 

The reserve fund, being ten per cent, of the total amount of 
the State school tax, was apportioned to the counties by the State 
Board of Education, at a special meeting held on the 12th of 
April last, as follows : 

Atlantic county, $9,319.62; Bergen, $4,016.93; Burlington, 
r $5,084.73; Camden, $12,69U3; Cape May, $1,869.77; Cumber- 
land, $9,737.34; Gloucester, $995.00 ; Hudson, $28,034.82 ; Hun- 
terdon, $630.00; Mercer, $900.00; Middlesex, $14,314.02; Mon- 
mouth, $6,878.99; Morris, $5,418.39; Ocean, $9,208.91; Passaic, 
$9,825.87; Salem, $700.00; Sussex, $6,871.25; Union, $6,230.96 ; 
Warren, $4,828.07. 
g^ County Superintendents were elected for the following coun- 
1^ ties, whose terms commenced September 1st, 1883 : 
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Atlantic, S. R. Morse, re-elected; Morris, L. W. Thurber, re- 
elected ; Union, N. W. Pease, re-elected ; Warren, R. S. Price, re- 
elected. On November 22d, George H. Barton was elected as 
Superintendent of Hudson county, vice Wm, L. Dickinson, de- 
ceased. 

On invitation of the Trustees of the State Institution for the 
Deaf and Dumb this Board visited that Institution, and were 
much pleased with its arrangement and management. At a 
subsequent meeting of this Board the following minute was 
adopted : 

" Inasmuch as the By-Laws and other regulations of the State 
school recently established for the care and instruction of the 
deaf and dumb children of New Jersey are required to have the 
approval of the State Board of Education, the members of the 
Board were present this first day of November, 1883, accom 
>anied by his Excellency, Governor Ludlow, at the grounds and 
mildings of the above-named school, examined the arrange- 
ments for the care and comfort of the pupils, and witnessed the 
method of instruction, and they take great pleasure in placing 
on record their hearty approval of all they saw and heard. 
With one consent they declare it as their conviction that this 
school is entitled to the confidence of our whole community, 
and to the liberal provision made for it by the State ; and there 
is every reason to hope that, under the direction of those en- 
trusted with the management of its affairs, it will prove, in the 
good providence of God, a source of many blessings to its in- 
mates, and a lasting honor to its friends and patrons." 

G. C. LUDLOW, 

President. 
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Report* of the State Superintendent. 



Department op Public Instruction, 1 
Trenton, N. J., November 1st, 1883. J 

To the Honorable, the Members of the State Board of Education : 

Gentlemen : — In obedience to the requirements of the School 
Law, I have the honor to present to you the following report of 
the working of the Public School System of the State of New 
Jersey, for the year ending August 31st, 1883. 

The following is a summary of the amount of money received 
from the various sources named, and appropriated to the support 
of the public schools : 

Amount of State school tax* available September 

1st, 1883 $1,375,588 00 

Reapportioned from last year 11 20 

Additional State appropriation 100,000 00 

Township school tax 24,685 72 

Interest of surplus revenue 33,004 49 

District and city tax for teachers' salaries 274,560 39 

$1,807,849 80 
District and city tax for building and repairing 
school houses." 507,752 81 

Total amount appropriated for all school purposes.. $2,315,602 61 

Total valuation of school property in the State 6,515,620 00 

Total census of children between five and eighteen 
years of age 349,242 

In the following table a general summary of statistics for this 
year is given, qnd compared with similar statistics last year: 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 




BKVKNUK. 

State school tax appropriated by the State.............. 

Additional State appropriation.- 

Township school tax- 

Interest of surplus revenue 

District and city tax for teachers' salaries... 

District and city tax for building school houses....... 

Total amount for maintaining the schools- 

Total amount, including that raised for building..., 
Value of school property , 

DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX. 

Number of districts that raise tax to pay teachers' 

SO 1 AT*i OR 

Number of districts that raise tax to build school 
Number of districts that raise no'tax"..*.!!.".". !!!!*.! !!!!!!!!! 

COST OF EDUCATION. 

Average cost per pupil, calculated on total school 
census. 

Average cost per pupil, calculated on average at- 
tendance 



KUMBIB OP TEACHERS. 



Males...... 

Females .. 



SALARY. 



Average salary per month paid to male teachers 

Average salary per month paid to female teachers.. 



TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES. 



First grade 
Second grade 

Third grade 

Total number 
Total number 
Total number 
Total number 
Total number 



Number granted to males.-.., 
Number granted to females.. 
Number granted to males .... 

' Number granted to females.. 
Number granted to males-.., 
Number granted to females. 

granted to males 

granted to females- 

granted 

of applicants rejected 

of certificates revoked 



SCHOOL DISTRICTS, HOUSES, ETC. 



fl.342,656 00 

100.000 00 

24.213 00 

33,202 06 

275,932 45 

366,332 95 

1,776,051 79 

2.142,384 74 

6,270,778 00 



241 



Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 



of townships and cities. 

of school districts 

of school buildings 1 

of buildings owned 

of buildings rented 

of school departments- 

of unsectarian private schools 

of sectarian private schools- 

of school visits by county superintendents- 

CONDITION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 



Number of buildings denominated very poor.-... 

Number poor- 

Number medium 

Number good * 

Number very good 

Number of new buildings erected 

Number of buildings refurnished or remodeled - 

VALUATIO> OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 

Number of buildings valued at #100 or less- , 

Number valued between f 100 and 9500.................... 



384 
901 



«5 17 
15 64 



911 
2,594 



956 96 
33 41 



93 

67 

116 

174 

445 

1,042 

664 

14283 

1.937 

943 

1 



276 

1,366 

1,577 

1,513 

64 

8,511 

165 

96 

4,256 



115 
298 
524 
571 
34 
68 



28 
824 



91,375,5^8 

100.000 

24,685 

33,004 

274,560 

507,752 

1.807.849 

2,315,602 

6,515,620 



Increase 

or 
Decrease. 



72 
49 
39 
81 
80 
61 



00 932,932 
00 

ATI 

197 

1,372 

141.419 

31,798 

173 217 



00 increase 



72 increase 
59 decrease 
06 decrease 

86 increase 
01 increase 

87 increase 
00 244,842 00 increase 



238 

392 
890 



95 18 
15 14 



887 
2,719 



961 12 
34 79 



86 

54 

108 

162 

355 

1,056 

549 

1,272 

1,821 

918 

1 



3 decrease 

8 increase 
11 decrease 



.01 increase 
.50 decrease 



24 decrease 
125 increase 



94 16 increase 
1 38 increase 



7 decrease 

13 decrease 

8 decrease 
12 decrease 
90 decrease 

14 increase 
105 decrease 

11 decrease 

116 decrease 

25 decrease 



275 


1 decrease 


1,360 


6 decrease 


1,584 


7 increase 


1,532 


19 increase 


52 


12 decrease 


3,686 


157 increase 


147 


18 decrease 


86 


10 decrease 


4,754 


498 increase 


71 


2 Increase 


110 


5 decrease 


293 


5 decrease 


510 


14 decrease 


600 


29 increase 


33 


1 decrease 


52 


16 decrease 


22 


6 decrease 


313 


11 decrease 
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SUMMARY OP STATISTICS — (CONTINUED.) 



Number valuecLbetween JSOO and $1,000. 

Number valued between 11,000 and #6.000...... 

Number valued between $5,000 and $10,000.... 

Number valued between 910,000 and $20,000.. 
Number valued between $2u,uoo and $40,000.. 

Number valued above $40,000........ .„..„.. 

Average value..... ........... 




ATTKNDANCK. 

Total school census between five and eighteen years 

of age ~ 

Total enrollment in the public schools. 

Number attending the public schools ten months.... 
Number attending between eight and ten months.... 
Number attending between six and eight months.... 
Number attending between four and six months...... 

Number attending less than four months ..... 

Average attendance upon the public schools 

Number of children the public schools will seat. 

Number attending private schools 

Number attending no school 



PERCENTAGE OT ATTENDANCE. 



Percentage attending ten months. 

Percentage attending between eight and ten months 
Percentage attending between six and eight months 
Percentage attending between four and six months. 

Percentage attending less than four months. 

Percentage of average attendance 

Percentage attending the public schools 

Percentage attending the private schools. 

Percentage attending no school. 

Percentage of census the schools will accommodate 

SCHOOL TSBMS. 

Number of districts that maintained school less than 
six months 

Number that maintained school six months but less 
than nine months 

Number that maintained school nine months or 
more 

Average time the schools have been kept open......... 



DISTRICT SCHOOL CENSUS. 

Number of districts with less than forty-five children 
Number having between forty-five and eighty child- 



ren.. 



Number having between eighty and one hundred 
and twenty children.. 

Number having between one hundred and twenty 
and two hundred children. 

Number having between two hundred and five hun- 
dred children.. 

Number having more tban five hundred children 

Average number In the districts, excluding the cities 

Average number in the districts, including the cities 



343.897 

209.526 

15,159 

42,786 

38,258 

36,007 

77,316 

113,532 

189,871 

44,560 

89,254 



.07 
.21 
.18 
.17 
.37 
.54 
.61 
.13 
.26 
.55 



2 
65 
1.299 



431 
531 
85 
58 
55 
37 
$4,253 00 



8*9,242 

211.905 

12,563 

51,730 

88,699 

34.699 

74,214 

119,513 

194,456 

48.707 

90,074 



.06 
.24 
.19 
.16 
.35 
.56 
.60 
.14 
.26 
.56 



5 
66 



1,289 
9 mos., 12 days 9 mos., 12 days 



142 

696 

298 

157 

108 

65 

126 

251 



134 

602 

286 

164 

107 

67 

128 

257 



Increase 

or 
Decrease. 



6 

6 

12 



4 
$109 00 



Increase 
Increase 
increase 
3 decrease 
12 increase 
\lncrease 
increase 



5,345 
2,379 
2,596 
8,944 

441 
1.308 
3.102 
3,981 
4,585 
4,147 

820 



Increase 
increase 
decrease 
increase 
increase 
decrease 
decrease 
increase 
increase 
increase 
increase 



.01 decrea4e 
.03 increase 
.01 increase 
.01 decrease 
.02 decrease 
.02 increase 
.01 decrease 
.01 increase 



.01 increase 

3 Increase 

1 increase 

10 decrease 



8 decrease 

6 increase 
12 decrease 

7 increase 

1 decrease 

2 increase 
2 increase 
6 increase 



REVENUE. 



The total amount appropriated to the support of public schools 
this year, exclusive of that raised for building and repairing 
purposes, is $1,807,849.80, against $1,776,051.79 last year, being 
an increase of $81,798.01. There is an increase of $32,932.00 in 
the amount received from. the State school tax; an increase of 
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$472.72 in the township school tax; a decrease of $197 59 in the 
amount derived from the surplus revenue, and a decrease of 
$1,372.06 in the amount of district and city tax voted to pay 
teachers' salaries and fuel bills. The amount appropriated for 
building and repairing school houses this year is $507,752.81 
against $366,332.95 raised for the same purposes last year, being 
an increase of $141,419.86. The total amount appropriated for 
all school purposes this year is $2,315,602 61, being an increase 
over the total amount of last year of $173,217.87. 

LOCAL TAXATION. 

Two hundred and thirty-eight districts have supported their 
schools, in part, by special district tax, a decrease from last year 
of three. The number of districts raising special tax for build- 
ing or repairing school houses was three hundred and ninety- 
two, an increase over last year of eight Eight hundred and 
ninety districts raised no district tax, a decrease of eleven. 

TEACHERS AND SALARIES. 

Nine hundred and eleven male teachers were employed during 
the year, a decrease of twenty-four. The number of female 
teachers employed was two thousand seven hundred and nineteen, 
an increase of one hundred and twenty-five, making an increase 
in the total number of teachers employed of one hundred and 
one. The average monthly salary paid to male teachers was 
$61.12, an increase of $4.16 over last year. The average monthly 
salary paid to female teachers was $3179, an increase over last 
year of $1.38. The salaries in Essex county average higher, both 
for male and female teachers, than in any other county in the 
State. Hudson ranks next for male teachers, and Union for 
female teachers. The lowest average for male teachers is in Salem 
county, and for female teachers in Warren county. 

The law changing the mode of ascertaining the amount of tax 
to be raised for school purposes, has now been in operation two 
years. During that time the average salary per month, paid to 
male teachers, has increased $10.05. The average yearly salary 
paid them has risen from $490.27 to $586.75, an increase of 
$96.48. The salaries paid to female teachers show a correspond- 
ing increase. The increase in average monthly salary is $2.16, 
and in the yearly salary $20.74. The average yearly salary paid 
them this year is $333.98 against an average of $313.26 paid two 
years ago. This makes a net gain to the teachers in the State of 
nearly $150,000.00. While this gratifying result has been 
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reached, another of nearly equal importance has been obtained, 
viz.: releasing the districts from the necessity of raising such 
large special taxes. The amount raised by district tax for 
teachers' salaries and fuel bills the last year the old law was in 
force was $367,412.32. This year the amount is $274,560.39, a 
decrease of $92,851.93. The number of districts compelled to 
raise special tax this year for these purposes is two hundred and 
thirty-eight against three hundred and four two years ago, a 
decrease of sixty-six. Under the present law the tendency is 
towards increased salaries to teachers, and a decrease in the 
amount raised by district tax for the current expenses of the 
schools ; while under the old law the effect was exactly opposite. 
During the two years preceeding the change in the law the 
average salarv, per month, paid to male teachers decreased $5 87. 
The average yearly salary falling from $546.62 to $490.27, a de- 
crease of $56.35. The salaries paid to female teachers decreased 
in about the same proportion. The average salary per month 
paid them decreased $1.10. The average yearly salary fell from 
$323.80 to. $313.24, a decrease of $10.56. The net loss to the 
teachers in the State during this period was about $80,000.00. 
The amount of district tax raised for teachers' salaries and fuel 
bills rose, during the same period, from $302,630.59 to $367,412.32, 
an increase of $64,781.75, and the number of districts raising 
this special tax from two hundred and forty-six to three hundred 
and four, an increase of fifty-eight. 

teachers' certificates. 

During the year one hundred and forty first grade county cer- 
tificates were issued ; eighty-six to males and fifty-four to females. 
The number of second grade issued was two hundred and 
seventy ; one hundred and eight to males and one hundred 
and sixty-two to females. The number of third grade was 
one thousand four hundred and eleven ; three hundred and 
fifty-five to males and one thousand and fifty-six to females. 
There is a decrease of twenty first-grade certificates granted ; 
seven to males and thirteen to females. There is a decrease 
of twenty second-grade certificates ; eight to males and twe ve 
to females. There is a net decrease of seventy-four third-grade 
certificates, there being a decrease of ninety in the number 
issued to males, and an increase of fourteen in the number 
issued to females. The total number of certificates granted to 
males was five hundred and fortv-nine, a decrease of one hun- 
dred and five; the total number granted to females was one 
thousand two hundred and seventy-two, a decrease of eleven, 
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making the total number of certificates issued one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-one, a decrease from last year of one 
hundred and sixteen. The number of applicants who failed to 
pass the required examination was nine hundred and eighteen, 
a decrease- of twenty-five. The percentage of rejections in the 
several counties ranges from thirteen one-hundredths to fifty- 
three one- hundredths, the lowest being in Somerset county and 
the highest in Camden. One certificate was revoked in Hunter- 
don county. 

In the following table is given the number of teachers in the 
counties, respectively, holding each grade of certificate, both 
State, county, and city: 
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The total number of State certificates held is two hundred and 
ninety-six, of which, as appears by the above table, one hundred 
and thirteen are of the first grade, one hundred and thirty-five 
of the second, and forty-eight of the third. This is a decrease 
of one first grade, an increase of sixteen second grade, and an 
increase of eight third grade — a total increase of twenty-three 
State certificates. The total number of county certificates is one 
thousand nine hundred and fifty, of which four hundred and 
eleven are of the first grade, four hundred and eighty-eight of 
the second grade, and one thousand and fifty one of the third 
grade, being the same number of first grade, an increase of sixty- 
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five second grade, and a decrease of ninety-six third grade — a 
total decrease of thirty -one. The total number of city certificates 
is one thousand two hundred and forty -five, of which six hundred 
and fifty-three are of the first grade, three hundred and seventy- 
one of the second grade, and two hundred and twenty-one of the 
third grade ; being an increase of six first grade, an increase of 
thirty-three second grade, and a decrease of twenty-two third 
grade — a total increase of thirty-one. Thirty-three teachers are 
without certificates, an increase of three. Seven teachers hold 
special certificates, an increase of five. Of these, five are in 
Hudson county, one in Monmouth, and one in Union. Three 
per cent, of the total number held are first grade State, the same 
as last year ; four per cent are second grade State, an increase of 
one per cent. ; one per cent, are third grade State, the same as 
last year; twelve per cent, are first grade county, an increase of 
one per cent. ; fourteen per cent, are second grade county, an 
increase of one per cent. ; thi.rty per cent, are third grade county, 
a decrease of three per cent.; nineteen per cent, are first grade 
city, the same as last year ; eleven per cent, are second grade 
city, an increase of one per cent.; six per cent, are third grade 
city, a decrease of one per cent. 

SCHOOL TERMS. 

The average time the schools have been kept open is nine 
months and twelve days, the same as last year. One thousand 
two hundred and eighty-nine, districts kept their schools open 
the time required by law, a decrease of ten from last year. 
Sixty-six districts kept them open less than nine months but 
more than six, an increase of one. In five districts they were 
kept open less than six months, an increase of three. 

• 

DISTRICT SCHOOL CENSUS. 

The total number of districts having less than forty-five child- 
ren is one hundred and thirty-four, a decrease from last year of 
eight; the number having between forty-five and eighty is six 
hundred and two, an increase of six ; the number having be- 
tween eighty and one hundred and twenty is two hundred and 
eighty-six, a decrease of twelve ; the number having between 
One hundred and twenty and two hundred is one hundred and 
sixty-four, an increase of seven ; the number having between 
two hundred and five hundred is one hundred and seven, a 
decrease of one ; the number having over five hundred is sixty- 
seven, an increase of two. The average number in the districts 
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throughout the State is two hundred and fifty-seven, an increase 
of six ; the average number in the districts, excluding the cities, 
is one hundred and twenty-eight, an increase of two. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The total school census this year is three hundred and forty- 
nine thousand two hundred and forty-two, an increase over last 
year of five thousand three hundred and forty-five. The attend- 
ance during the year has been as follows: 

Total enrollment in the public schools 211,905 

Number that attended ten months 12,563 

Number that attended between eight and ten months... 51,730 
Number that attended between six and eight months.... 38,699 

Number that attended between four and six months 34,699 

Number that attended less than four months 74,214 

Average attendance upon the public schools 119,513 

Number that attended private schools 48,707 

Number that attended no school 90,074 

There is an increase of two thousand three hundred and 
seventy-nine in the total enrollment over that of last year ; a 
decrease of two thousand five hundred and ninety-six in the 
number attending ten months; an increase of eight thousand 
nine hundred and forty-four in the number attending between 
eight and ten months; an increase of four hundred and forty- 
one in the number attending between six and eight months; a 
decrease of one thousand three hundred and eight in the num- 
ber attending between four and six months ; a decrease of three 
thousand one hundred and two in the number attending less 
than four months; an increase of three thousand nine hundred 
and eighty-one in average attendance; an increase of four thou- 
sand one hundred and forty seven in the number attending 
private schools, and an increase of eight hundred and twenty in 
the number attending no school. 

The percentage of attendance is given in the following table : 

Percentage of total census attending the public schools 60 

Percentage of total census attending private schools 14 

Percentage of total census attending no school 26 

Percentage of total enrollment attending ten months.... 06 

Percentage of total enrollment attending between eight and 
ten months :.? .24 
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Percentage of total enrollment attending between six and 

eight months 19 

Percentage of total enrollment attending between four and 

six months 16 

Percentage of total enrollment attending less than four 

months 35 

Percentage of average attendance 56 

Percentage of census the schools will accommodate 56 

Percentage of census the schools in the cities will accommo- 
date 40 

The percentage of total enrollment in the public schools de- 
creased one per cent. ; the attendance for ten mouths decreased 
one per cent.; the attendance between eight and ten months in- 
creased three per cent ; the attendance between six and eight 
months increased one per cent.; the attendance between four 
and six. months decreased one per cent. ; the attendance for less 
than four months decreased two per cent. The attendance upon 
the public and private schools is seventy-four per cent., the same 
as last year. The percentage of the total school census the 
schools of the State will accommodate is fiftv-six, an increase of 
one per cent. ; the percentage of the city school census the schools 
in the cities will accommodate increased three per cent. 

SCHOOL EXPENSES. 

In table XV will be found a condensed financial report for 
each of the cities in the State, giving, under Current Expenses: 

1. The amount expended for teachers' salaries. 

2. The amount expended for superintendents' salaries. 

3. The amount expended for janitors' salaries. 

4. The amount expended for clerks' and treasurers' fees. 

5. The amount expended for fuel and light. 

6. The amount expended for incidentals. 

7. Total current expenses. 

Under Permanent Expenses are given : 

1. Amount expended for buildings. 

2. Amount expended for repairs. 

3. Amount expended for furniture. 

4. Amount expended for apparatus. 

J>. Amount expended for books and stationery. 
6. Amount expended for printing and advertising. 
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7. Amount expended for taking school census. 

8. Total permanent expenses. 

The aggregate current expenses in all the cities amounts to 
$853,865.22, an increase of $52,608.76, which is divided among 
the several items as follows: An increase of $31,817.33 in the 
amount expended for teachers' salaries ; an increase of $560.30 
in the amount expended for superintendents' salaries ; an in- 
crease of $6,573.27 in the amount expended for janitors' sala- 
ries; a decrease of $108.99 in the amount expended for clerks' 
and treasurers' fees; an increase of $2,367.19 in the amount ex- 
pended for fuel and light, and an increase of $11,399.66 in the 
amount expended for incidentals. 

The aggregate permanent expenses in all the cities amounts 
to $228,736.24, an increase of $44,442.72 divided among the 
several items as follows: An increase of $30,445.84 in the 
amount expended for buildings; an increase of $9,334.36 in the 
amount expended for repairs; a decrease of $171.98 in the 
amount expended for furniture; a decrease of $1,742.62 in the 
amount expended for apparatus; an increase of $5,959.55 in the 
amount expended for books and stationery; an increase of $1,- 
164.25 in the amount expended for printing and advertising, 
and a decrease of $546.68 in the amount expended for taking 
school census. The, total amount expended for all school pur- 
poses in the cities was $1,082,601.46, an increase over last year 
of $97,051.48. 

In the following table is given the per capita current expenses 
in the several counties, based (1) on total school census, (2) on 
total enrollment in the public schools, and (3) on average at- 
tendance. 
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In the following table the Bame items are given for the cities, 
and. also, the aggregate current expenses, and the time the 
schools were kept open : 
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The per capita expense on total school census is highest in 
Union county, being $6.57, and lowest in Middlesex county, 
being $4.15. The average current expense throughout the State, 
based on the school census, is $5.18, an increase of $0.01 over 
last year. The per capita expense, .based on total enrollment in 
the public school, ranges from $6.08 in Gloucester county to 
$12.72 in Union county ; the average in the State being $8.53, 
an increase of $0.06. On average attendance the expense ranges 
from $1143 in Cumberland county to $20.00 in Union county; 
the average for the State is $15.14, a decrease of $0.50 from last 
year. 

In the cities the average current expense, based on the total 
school census, exceeds $4.00, except in Atlantic City, Jersey City 
and Perth Amboy. The lowest is in Jersey City, where it is 
$3.62, and the highest is in Plainfield, where it is $7.76. The 
average for all the cities is $4 85, an increase of $0.25 over last 
year. Based on the total enrollment in the public school, the 
per capita expense ranges from $189 in Atlantic City to $14.87 
in Orange ; the average for all the cities being $9.28, an increase 
of $0.41. The per capita expense, based on the average attend- 
ance, ranges from $9.66 in Atlantic City to $22.72 in Orange; 
the average for all the cities is $14.73, a decrease of $0.15. 

SCHOOL PROPERTY. 

One thousand and sixty-four wof the school buildings in the 
State contain but a single room each, a decrease of nine. Two 
hundred and thirty-nine have two rooms each, a decrease of 
four. Two hundred and eighty-one have more than two rooms 
each, an increase of twenty. In the following table this classi- 
fication of school buildings is given for each of the counties : 
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The number of school districts in the State is one thousand 
three hundred end sixty, a decrease of six from last year ; the 
number of school buildings is <>ne thousand five hundred and 
eighty-four, an increase of seven ; the number of school depart- 
ment isihree thousand six hundred and eighty-six*, an increase ■ 
of one hundred and seventy-five. The number of unsectarian 
private sehools is one hundred and forty-seven, a decrease of 
eighteen ; the number of sectarian private schools is eighty-six, 
a decrease of ten. There are, in the cities of the State, one hun- 
dred and sixty-two school buildings, an increase of five; one 
thousand three hundred and ninety-five school departments, an 
increase of ninety-four; seventy-six unsectarian private schools, 
a decrease of three, and forty-two sectarian private schools, a 
decrease of one. 

During the year thirty-three new buildings have been erected, 
a decrease of one; of this number five were iu the cities, being 
the same number as last year. Fifty-two buildings have been 
repaired or refurnished, a decrease of sixteen. Of the total 
number repaired or refurnished nine were in the cities, an in- 
crease of five. The sum expended for these purposes amounts 
to $366,332.95, and the amount ordered to be raised next year 
for the same purposes is $507,752.81, an increase of $141,419.86. 
The amount expended in the cities for these purposes is $186,- 
336.01, and the amount appropriated -for the same purposes next 
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year is $305,627.75, an increase of $119,291.74. The total valu- 
ation of school property in the State is $6,515,620.00, an increase 
of $244,842.00. The value of the school property in the cities is 
$3,205,79000, an increase of $67,262.00. 

The number of school houses denominated very poor is sev- 
enty-one, an increase of two; the number poor is one hundred 
and ten, a decrease of five; the number medium is two hundred 
and ninety-three, a decrease of five; the number good is five 
hundred and ten, a decrease of fourteen, and the number very 
good is six hundred, an increase of twenty-nine. Those in the 
cities are classed as follows : Two very poor, a decrease of two ; 
eight poor, a decrease of one ; nineteen medium, a decrease of 
four; sixty five good, an increase of ten, and sixty-eight very 
good, an increase of two. 

The school houses classed as very poor are distributed as fol- 
lows : 

Seven in Atlantic county, an increase of one. 

One in Bergen county, the same as last year. 

Twenty-one in Burlington county, the same as last year. 

One in Camden county, the same as last year. 

Five in Cape May county, an increase of two. 

One in Cumberland county, a decrease of two. 

Two in Essex county, a decrease of one. 

Three in Gloucester county, an increase of one. 

Two in Hudson county, a decrease of one. 

Five in Hunterdon county, an increase of four. 

One in Monmouth county, a decrease of one. 

Two in Ocean county, the same as last year. 

Two in Salem county, the same as last year. 

Five in Somerset county, a decrease of four. 

Eleven in Sussex couuty, an increase of two. 

Two in Warren county, a decrease of one. 

Last year Passaic and Union counties each reported one school 
house as very poor. The two school houses in the cities reported 
as very poor are situated in Hoboken and Newark. There are 
no school houses denominated as very poor in the counties of 
Mercer, Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, and Union. 

As to valuation, the school houses are classed as follows : 

Those valued at $1C0 or less, 22 ; a decrease of 6. 

Those valued at between $100 and $500,313; a decrease of 11. 

Those valued at between $500 and $1,000, 431 ; an increase of 5. 
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Those valued at between $1,000 and $5,000, 531 ; an increase 
of 6. 

Those valued at between $5,000 and $10,000, 85; an increase 
of 12. 

Those valued at between $10,000 and $20,000, 58 ; a decrease 
of 3. 

Those valued at between $20,000 and $40,000, 55 ; an increase 
of 8. 

Those valued at over $40,000, 37; an increase of 4. 

Those valued at $100 or less, are located as follows : 

Three in Atlantic county ; a decrease of one. 

One in Bergen county ; the same as last year. 

One in Burlington county ; the same as last year. 

One in Cumberland county;, an increase of one. 

Three in Hunterdon county ; an increase of two. 

One in Ocean county ; a decrease of one. 

Three in Salem county ; an increase of one. 

Two in Somerset county ; the same as last ypar. 

Seven in Sussex county ; a decrease of three. 

Last year Gloucester, Morris and Passaic counties reported one 
school house — each as valued at less than $100. Warren county 
reported two. 

Those valued at over $40,000 each are located as follows: 

Three in Camden county. 
Fourteen in Essex county. 
Thirteen in Hudson county. 
Two in Middlesex county. 
One in Monmouth county. 
One in Morris county. 
One in Passaic countv. 
One in Uniou county. 
One in Warren county. 

This is an increase of three in Camden county, and one in 
Union county. The other counties are the same as last year. 

In the cities the buildings are valued as follows: 

Those valued at $1,000 or less, 5; a decrease of 1. 
Those valued at between $1,000 and $5,000, 22 ; an increase 
of 3. 
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Those valued at between $5,000 and $10,000, 27; the same as 
last year. 

Those valued at between $10,000 and $20,000, 23; a decrease 
of 3. # 

Those valued at between $20,000 and $40,000. 41 ; an increase 
of 9. . 

Those valued at over $40,000, 27 ; an increase of 1. 

The school houses in the cities valued at $1,000 or less are 
located as follows : 

One in Bridgeton. 
One in Gloucester City. 
One in Millville. 
One in Morristown. 
One in Perth Araboy. 

Last year Newark reported one building as belonging to this 
class, which this year drops from the list. ' 

Those valued at over $40,000 are located as follows: 

One in Camden. 
One in Hoboken. 
Eight in Jersey City. 
One in Morristown. 
Twelve in Newark. 
One in New Brunswick. 
One in Paterson. 
One in Phillipsburg. 
One in Plainfield. 

This is an increase of one in Camden and one in Plainfield, 
and a decrease of one in Newark ; the other cities remaining the 
same as last year. 

The average valuation of all the school houses in the State is 
$1,253, an increase over last year of $109. The average value 
is highest in Hudson county, being $23,789. The next highest 
is Essex county, being $19,078. The lowest average valuations 
are in Ocean, Salem, Sussex, Hunterdon, Somerset and Glouces- 
ter, and are as follows : 

Ocean $1,045 

Salem n t 1,177 

Sussex 1,256 

Hunterdon 1,415 
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Somerset .. $1,589 

Gloucester .*. 1,851 

The average value of the school houses in the cities is $22,109, 
a decrease of $968. The highest average is in Newark; the 
next is Jersey City, and the next Hoboken. The city having 
the lowest average valuation is Salem; the next is Millville, and 
the next Gloucester City. The average valuation in these six 
cities is as follows : 

Newark $33,611 

Jersey City 31,474 

Hoboken 31,000 

Salem 3,617 

Millville 3,750 

Gloucester City 5,000 

Fifty-two of the school houses in the State are rented, a de- 
crease of twelve. Seventeen of these are in the cities, a decrease 
of four. The number owned is one thousand five hundred and 
thirty-two, an increase of nineteen. 

About seventy-six per cent, of school houses in the State are of 
wood. In the cities seventy-six per cent, are of brick. The 
number constructed of the different materials — wood, brick, 
stone — in the entire State, are as follows : 

Wood 1,203 

Brick 298 

Stone 83 

In the cities : 

Wood 36 

Brick 123 

Stone...; 3 

The number of class rooms in the buildings of the State is 
3,686, an increase of 175. Of the total number of class rooms 
1,395 are in the cities, an increase of ninety-four. 

Three hundred and forty-five of the school houses, being 
nearly twenty-two per cent, of the total number in the State, 
have some means of ventilation other than doors and windows ; 
this is an increase of seventy-seven. Essex county has forty-nine 
buildings with some system of ventilation against thirty-one 
without; Union, twenty-four with and eight without ;\ Bergen, 
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thirty-five with and thirty-six without. Not a single school 
house in the counties of Cape May, Salem and Somerset, have 
any means of ventilation except doors and windows. 

In the cities eighty-one buildings have some system of ventil- 
ation, and the same number depend entirely on doors and win- 
dows. The cities in which all the buildings have some means 
of ventilation except doors and windows are Gloucester City, 
Phillipsburg, Plainfield and Rah way. 

SUPPLIES. 

The number of school buildings in the State furnished with 
modern desks is one thousand one hundred and ninety-two, an 
increase over last year of seventy-one. The number in which 
the old-style is retained is three hundred and ninety-two, a de- 
crease of sixty-four. Four of the school houses furnished with 
old style desks are in the cities, viz.: one in Hoboken, two in 
Newark and one in Salem. 

The number of buildings provided with maps and charts 
is nine hundred and thirty-eight, an increase of twelve. Six 
hundred and forty-six buildings are without maps or charts, a 
decrease of five. Of these, three are in Newark and one each in 
Rah way and Salem. Hudson is the only county in the State in 
which all the schools are supplied. 

The number of buildings supplied with globes is eight hun- 
dred and sixty-five, an increase of forty-five. The number with- 
out globes is seven hundred and nineteen, a decrease of thirty- 
eight. Of this number nineteen are in the cities, a decrease of 
•eleven, distributed as follows: two in Camden, one in Hoboken, 
six in Millville, five in Newark, one in Orange, three in Pater- 
son, and one in Salem. 

The number of school houses supplied with dictionaries is one 
thousand two hundred and sixty, a decrease of three. The 
number without dictionaries is three hundred and twenty-four, 
an increase of ten. Four of these are in the cities; one being in 
Hoboken, two in Newark, and one in Salem. 

Gazetteers are found in eight hundred and fifty-nine schools, a 
decrease of sixty-four. The number of buildings without gazet- 
teers is seven hundred and twenty-five, an increase of seventy- 
one. Of this number forty-six are in the cities, distributed as 
follows: Two in Atlantic City, three in Camden, two in Eliza- 
beth, three in Gloucester City, one in Hoboken, six in Millville, 
seventeen in Newark, one in New Brunswick, six in Paterson, 
one in Rahway, and four in Salem. 

The n timber of school buildings in the State having sufficient 
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blackboard surface is one thousand two hundred and twenty- 
eight, an increase of ten ; the number without sufficient surface 
is three hundred and fifty-six, a decrease of three. Of these 
fourteen are in the cities, as follows: Two in Elizabeth, three in 
Newark, eight in Paterson, and one in Trenton. 

The value of all other apparatus found in the schools for the 
entire State is $21,351.00, an increase of $3,906.50. For the 
cities the value is $5,307.00, an increase of $687.00. 

This is a very gratifying exhibit except as to dictionaries and 
gazetteers. Every school room should be supplied with both. 
The State offers liberal inducements, through the library act, to 
all schools willing to comply with its provisions. It would be 
wise for all districts raising any money under its provisions to 
provide their schools with these two articles at least, if not with 
works of reference and school apparatus, before devoting any 
portion of the money thus obtained to establishing a library of 
miscellaneous works. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

In one thousand one hundred and ninety-eight school districts 
there is uniformity in the text books used, an increase of thirty- 
nine over last year. This is a matter of great importance. No 
teacher can do justice either to his scholars or to himself when 
he is hampered by a diversity of text books. The proper classi- 
fication is rendered impossible, and thus Valuable time is lost. 
The county superintendents, by constant efforts, have succeeded 
in securing uniformity in all the districts in the State with the 
exception of one hundred and sixty-three. It is hoped that 
before long the'statement can be made that uniformity has been 
secured in every district. 

Only one hundred and seventy of our districts furnish free 
text books, an increase of ten over last year. Fifteen of our 
cities furnish them and five do not. The latter are Orange, Phil- 
lipsburg, Plainfield, Salem, and Trenton. 

In my report for 1877 I discussed the question of free text 
books at some length. I would again call the attention of trus- 
tees to its great importance. Considered merely as a matter of 
economy it is wisdom for each district to provide the necessary 
text books. By purchasing them in quantities a large discount 
is obtained, which is impossible when the books are purchased 
by individuals Economy is also secured by reason of there 
being fewer changes. When the district owns the books the 
trustees will consent to make a change only when thoroughly 
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convinced of its absolute necessity. The books, therefore, are 
likely to continue in use from year to year until worn out 

DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

The following schools have established or added to their free 
school libraries during the year : 

Atlantic county, first application, No. 25 ; third application, 
No. 11 ; fifth application* No. 16. 

Bergen county, first application, Nos. 2 (schools Nos. 1 and 2), 
18, 20, 21, 42, 44 and 58; second application. Nos. 12. 31, 55 and 
57 ; fourth application, No. 41 ; fifth application, Nos. 7 (school 
No. 1) and 15 ; sixth application, Nos. 40 and 62 ; tenth applica- 
tion. Nos. 6 and 37. 

Burlington county, first application, Nos. 15, 19 and 73 (school 
No. 2); second application, Nos. 25, 29 (school No. 1), and 73 
(school No. 1). 

Camden county, first application, Nos. 3 (school No. 1), 5 
(school No. 1), and 16; second application, No. 18; third appli- 
cation, No 27; sixth application, No. 21. 

Cape May county, first application No. 28. 

Cumberland county, first application, Nos. 14, 32, 60, and 62 
(3d Ward school) ; second application, No. 46 : third application, 
No. 41 (school No. 1). 

Essex county, first application, Nos. 43 (Newton St, Lafayette 
St and Washington St. schools) and 44 (Park Ave. school) ; second 
application, Nos. 7 (Brookside and Berkeley schools) and 42; 
third application, Nos. 8 (school No. 2), 40, 43 (Morton St, Web- 
ster St and Ceutral Ave. schools) and 44 (Lincoln Ave. school) ; 
fourth application, Nos. 38 and 41; fifth application, No. 28 
(school No. 1); sixth application, Nos* 7 (Central school) and 27 ; 
eighth application, No. 8 (school No. 1); ninth application, Nos. 
4 and 11. 

Gloucester county, first application, No. 8; second application, 
No. 27 ; fourth application, No. 1 (school No. 2) ; fifth application, 
No. 16 ; seventh application, 1 (school No. 1). 

Hudson county, first application, No. 15 (school No. 5) ; second 
application, Nos, 7, 13 (High School and sch«>oi No. 21) and 15 
(school No. 1): third application* No. 15 (school No. 2); fourth 




and 2), 36, 71, 74» 84» 94 and 96 ; second application, Nos, 62 and 
76; third application* Nos> 4 and 81; fourth application, No. 61 ; 
fifth application, No. t>7 ; seventh application, No. $7. 
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Mercer county, fifth application, Nos. 29 and 52. 
Middlesex county, first application, Nos. 16, 36 and 53 ; second 
application, Nos. 12 and 37 ; fourth application No. 39 ; sixth 
application, No. 73 (Livingston avenue, Carman street, Guldin 
street and French street schools); seventh application, No. 73 
(Bayard street school). 

Monmouth county, first application, Nos. 64 and 85 (schools 
Nos. 4 and 5); second application, Nos. 42, 48 (school No. 1) and 
67 ; third application, Nos. 47, 85 (High School) and 102; fourth 
application, No. 49 ; fifth application, No. 75 (school No. 1). 

Morris county, first application, Nos. 42, 64, 68,. 88 and 100: 

second application, Nos. 2, 44, 59, 73, 74, 75, .81 and 89; third 

application Nos. 20,32,63 and 66; sixth application, No. 84; 

seventh application, Nos. 69 and 76 ; twelfth application, No. 82. 

Passaic county, first application, No. 19 ; second application, 

No. 35 (schools Nos. 5, 6, 9 and 10); fourth application, Nos. 14 

and 15 ; sixth application, No. 18. 

Salem county, first application, Nos. 1,37 (school No. 1) and 55. 

Somerset county, first application, Nos. 9, 19, 31, 59 and 63 ; 

second application, Nos. 8, 11 and 47 ; fourth application, No. 

66; eighth application, No. 29. 

Sussex county, first application, No. 25 ; second application, 
No. 19; fourth application No. 37; fifth application, No. 103. 

Union county, first application, Nos. 16 and 28; second appli- 
cation, Nos 2. 5, (school No. 1) and 11 ; third application, No. 5 
(school No. 2); fifth application, No. 14; sixth application, Nos. 
1,10 and 20; seventh application, Nos. 18 and 19. 

Warren county, first application, Nos 1, 48 and 59 ; second ap- 
plication, Nos. 17, 31 and 32; fifth application, No. 50. 

The number of first applications made during the year is sixty, 
a decrease of one from last year; of second applications, forty- 
six, an increase of seven ; of third applications, twenty, an in- 
crease of one ; of fourth applications, twelve, a decrease of two ; 
of fifth applications, twelve, a decrease of one ; of sixth applica- 
tions, fourteen, the same as last year ; of seventh applications, 
twelve, an increase of ten ; of eighth applications, three, an 
increase of one ; of ninth applications, none, a decrease of three; 
of tenth applications, two, an increase of one ; of eleventh appli- 
cations, none, a decrease of one ; of twelfth applications, one, an 
increase of one. The total number for the year is one hundred 
and eighty-two, an increase over last year of thirteen. 

Six hundred and fifty-three schools have established libraries; 
one hundred and forty-five have made the second application ; 
8eventy-one the third application ; forty the fourth application ; 
twenty-two the fifth application ; twenty-nine the sixth applica- 
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tion ; sixteen the seventh application ; three the eighth applica- 
tion ; three the ninth application ; three the tenth application, 
and one the twelfth application. 

The following table shows the total number of payments to 
each county : 
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NORMAL TEACHKR& 

la the following table is given the number of graduates of the 
State Normal School that taught in the State during the past 
school year. The. table also give9 the number of undergraduates 
teaching in each county. By undergraduates is meant those 
who have been pupils at the Normal School, but who left before 
graduation : 
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It appears from the above table that two hundred and eighty- 
eight Normal graduates are teaching in the schools of the State, 
an increase over last year of twenty-nine ; and that one hundred 
and forty-eight uuder-graduates are teaching, an increase of 
twelve. 

The total number of teachers in the State who have attended 
the Normal School is four hundred and thirty-six, an increase 
of forty-one. About twelve per cent, of the teachers in the State 
have attended the Normal School. 

EVENING SCHOOLS. 

Evening schools were conducted during the past year iu the 
cities of Camden, Elizabeth, Gloucester City, Hoboken, Millville, 
Newark, Paterson, Salem, and Trenton. This list is the same as 
laat year, excepting Morristown, where the school was discon- 
tinued, and Camden and Trenton where schools were established. 

In the following table is given the number of evenings these 
schools have been kept open; the number of pupils enrolled; 
the average attendance; number of teachers; average salary 
paid, and total expense: 
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The number of evenings the schools were kept open was seven 
hundred, an increase of two hundred and twenty-two; the total 
number of pupils enrolled was six thousand four hundred and 
forty, an increase of seven hundred and fifty nine; the average 
evening attendance was three thousand three hundred and four 
an increase of eight hundred and forty-eight; the number of 
teachers employed was one hundred and thirty-five, an increase 
of nineteen; the average salary per week was seven dollars and 
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thirty-two cents, a decrease of eleven cents; the total amount 
impropriated for evening schools was thirteen thousand five 
hundred and ninety-two dollars and ninety-seven cents, an in- 
crease of four thousand six hundred and thirty-eight dollars 
and sixty-six cents. The average attendance was fifty-one per 
cent, of the total number enrolled, an increase of eight per cent. 
The percentage of attendance for the several cities was as fol- 
lows : Hoboken, seventy per cent. ; Millville. fifty-nine per cent. ; 
Salem, fifty-seven percent.: Paterson, fifty-four per cent.; Cam- 
den, fifty-three per cent.; Trenton, forty-six per cent. ; Elizabeth, 
forty-five per cent.; Newark, forty-four per cent., and Gloucester 
City, twenty-eight per cent. 



In the following table is shown, by counties, the number of 
. teachers who make use of the text book in hearing recitations, 
the number who do not, the number of schools in which the 
children are required to study lessons at home, the number in 
which they are not, the average number -of studies pursued in 
the schools, and the average number of recitations heard daily. 
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There is a decrease of forty-two in the number of teachers too 
closely confined to the text book in hearing recitations; an in- 
crease in the number of schools in which the pupils are required 
to study at home of fifty-five ; au increase of one in the average 
number of studies. Tlie average number of recitations remains 
the same as last year. 

The following table shows the same items for the cities: 




There is a decrease of thirty-one in the number of teachers too 
closely confined to the text book in hearing recitations; au in- 
crease of forty-nine in the number of schools in which the pupils 
are required to study at home, and a decrease of one in the 
average number of recitations heard daily. The average num- 
ber of studies pursued remains the same as last year. 

ATTEND ASCK. 

The following table gjves the average enrollment; average 
daily attendance ; average number of cases of tardiness per day, 
and the percentage of daily attendance in the schools of the 

entire State: 
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n roll men t and average daily attendance remain 
me as last year, The average number of cases of tardiness 
ay has decreased from 2.18 to 1.78. 

i daily attendance upon enrollment is highest in Hudson 
y, being .86 ; Essex is next highest at .80 ; Middlesex third 

; Morris fourth at .78, and Union fifth at .76. The average 
lance was lowest in Ocean county, being .57; Monmouth 
:t at .59; Hunterdon and Sussex rank next at .60 each. 
gards promptness Essex county stands first, the average 
■er of cases of tardiness per day for each room being .only 
Middlesex is second with .80; Salem third with .92, and 
^ fourth with .97. The highest average number is in 
tester county, being 2 98; Monmouth is next with 2.87; 
en next with 2.66; Ocean fourth with 2.62, and Atlantic 
ffith 2.42. 
ow is given, by counties, the schools having an average 

enrollment of eighty or more pupils in charge of one 
er. This list does not include the cities. 
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COUNTIES. 
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COUNTIES. 


Number oi 
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Prom the above table it appears that there is an increase in 
the number of schools having eighty or more pupils in charge 
of one teacher in the following counties: Bergen, an increase of 
two; Burlington, an increase of one; Cumberland, an increase 
of three : Gloucester, an increase of four ; Hudson, an increase 
of two; Hunterdon, an increase of one; Middlesex, an increase 
of five; Morris, an increase of five; Ocean, an increase of six; 
Passaic, an increase of two; Sussex, an increase of one; Union, 
an increase of one; and Warren, an increase of two. There is 
a decrease of one in Essex; a decrease of nine in Monmouth, 
and a decrease of one in Salem, leaving a net increase for the 
State, excepting the cities, of twenty-four. 

In the following tables the same items are given for the cities : 
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The average enrollment has increased one ; the average daily 
attendance remains the same aa last year. The average number 
of coses of tardiness per day for each room has decreased from 
1,71 to 1.33. With respect to promptness New Brunswick still 
maintains the lead, the average number of cases of tardiness per 
day for each room being only .05. Elizabeth is setond, with .12 ; 
Newark third, with .17, and Morristowu fourth, with .19. Railway 
reports 4.07, the highest in the State; Gloucester City reports 
4. ; and Atlantic City 3.02. 

The daily attendance upon enrollment is highest in Elizabeth, 
being .94 ; the next is New Brunswick with .91, and third Bridge- 
ton with .87. The lowest is in Millville, being .51 ; the next in 
order is Rabway, .60; and third, Gloucester City, .64. 

Many of the primary departments are very much over- 
crowded. Below is given the number of rooms in the several 
cities having an enrollment of eighty or more pupils each. 

Atlantic City — Five rooms rangiug from 80 to 97. 

Carnden — Seven rooms ranging from 80 to 116. 

Elizabeth — Four rooms ranging from 82 to 96. 

Gloucester City — Three rooms with 100 each. 

Hoboker- — One room with 80. 

Jersey City — Twenty-six rooms ranging from i 
of these have over 100 each. 

Millville — One room with 83. 



) to 122. Nine 
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Passaic — Three rooms ranging from 84 to 112. 

Paterson — One room with 80. 

Perth Amboy — One room with 85. 

Phillipsburg — Twenty-one rooms ranging from 91 to 221. 
Twelve of these have over 100 each, the number enrolled being 
106, 106, 120, 120, 128, 128, 132, 132, 193, 195/221, 221. 

Plainfield — Two rooms having 115 and 126. 

Rahway — One room with 84. 

This is a total of seventy-six, being an increase over last year 
of nine. 

There is an increase of two in Atlantic City; an increase of 
one in Elizabeth; an increase of eight in Jersey City; an in- 
crease of one in Millville ; an increase of one in Passaic; an 
increase of one in Perth Amboy ; an increase of four in Phillips- 
burg, and an increase of one in Plainfield. There is a decrease 
of one in Camden; a, decrease of three in Hoboken; a decrease 
of three in Newark, and a decrease of three in Paterson. There 
are no teachers reported as having as many as eighty pupils in 
the cities of Bridgeton, Morristown, Newark, New Brunswick, 
Orange, Salem, and Trenton. 

In reporting certain items the Superintendents divide the 
schools into five grades, one being the highest. These items are : 

The extent to which blackboards are used ; 

The extent to which pupils are correct iu recitations ; 

The order maintained ; 

The cleanliness of the room ; 

The character of the school, considering all its conditions. 

The following table gives the grades of all the schools in the 
several counties, with respect to the extent to which blackboards 
are used : 
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It appearti from the above that fifty-one per cent, of the teach- 
ers of the State use the blackboards to a satisfactory extent, and 
are ranked as first grade. This is an increase of four per cent. 
over last year. Thirty-three per cent, are second grade, a de- 
crease of one per cent. ; thirteen per cent, on third grade, a de- 
crease of two per cent.; three per cent, are fourth grade, the 
same as last year. 

The same items for the cities are given in the following table: 
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From the above it appears that the city superintendents con- 
sider seventy-four per cent, of the teachers under their super- 
vision as first grade, an increase of eigbt per cent. ; twenty-two 
per cent, as second grade, a decrease of three per cent.; three 
per cent, as third grade, a decrease of four per cent., and one per 
cent, as fourth grade, a decrease of one per cent. The grades of 
the schools in the counties as regards thoroughness in recitations, 
are as follows : 
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Prom this table it appears that thirty-two per cent, of the 
teachers are first grade as regards recitations, an increase of 
seven per cent, over last year; fifty-two per cent, are second 
grade, a decrease of three per cent.; fifteen per cent, are third 
grade, a decrease of four per cent, and one per cent, fourth 
grade, the same as last year. Eight schools are rated as fifth 
grade. 

The following table contains the grades of, the teachers in the 
cities respecting recitations : 



SCHOOL REPOKT. 



CITIES. 


i 
l 


I 


■a 
1 


1 


I 

i 






■ 






£5K°" 








k,^:\„ ■.:..:...;-:;: 


:=r :::;™:™:r:~ 


-._zz ~ 


S7:' '■"' " 


--—_-_-_ ---™-™~--- 




V.-« l.i "-wick .„ 


"-.;.-.:.;;;. . 


S8 : i 






( 

9 


" 


'i _..; 






it, " 


. ■ 





Forty per cent, of the teachers in the cities are rated as .first 
grade, an increase of ten per cent.; fifty per cent, are rated us 
second grade, a decrease of five per cent.; nine per Cent, are 
third grade, a decrease of five per cent., and one per cent, are 
fourth grade, the same as last year. Two teachers are rated as 
fifth grade. 

The following table gives, by counties, the grades of the teach- 
ers respecting the order maintained in their schools: 
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The teachers are graded with respect to order, as appears from 
the above, as fifty-eight per cent, first grade, an increase of five 
per cent.; thirty per cent, second grade, a decrease of two per 
cent.; nine per cent, third grade, a decrease of three per cent. ; 
two per cent, fourth grade, and one per cent, fifth grade. 

The grade of the teachers in the cities is given in the follow- 
ing table : 
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Sixty-two per cent, of the teachers in the cities arc first grade, 
an increase of five per com.; twenty-nine per cent, are second 
grade, a decrease of two per cent.; seven per cent, are third 
grade, a decrease of three percent.; two per cent, are fourth 
grade, the same as last year. Four teachers are rated as fifth 
grade. 

The schools of the counties are graded by the superintendents 
as regards cleanliness and general appearance, as follows: 
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It appears from the above that sixty-nine per cent, of the 
teachers are first grade; twenty-four per cent, second grade ; five 
per cent, third grade, and two per cent, fourth grade. 

Below are given the same statistics for the cities : 
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Of the teachers in the cities seventy-four per cent, are first 
grade as regards the cleanliness of their schools ; tweuty-two per 
cent, are second grade; three per cent, are third grade, and one 
per cent, are fourth grade. 

Id the following table the schools of the State are graded con- 
sidering all the conditions which go to determine their character : 
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It appears from the above table that of the three thousand five 
hundred and thirty-one schools in the State, forty-one per cent, 
are of the first grade, an increase of four per cent. ; thirty-three 
per cent, are second grade, a decrease of one per cent. ; twenty- 
two per cent, are third grade, a decrease of three per cent. ; three 
per cent, are fourth grade, and one per cent, are fifth grade. 

The following table gives the same items for the cities : 
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Twelve per cent, of the teachers in the State have a total ex- 
perience of one year or leas, the same as last year; thirty-five an 
experience of from one to five years, a decrease of two per 
cent. ; twenty-five per ceDt. between five and ten years, a decrease 
of one per cent.; sixteen per cent, between ten and fifteen years, 
an increase of one per cent, ; seven per cent, between fifteen and 
twenty years, an increase of one per cent.; three percent, be- 
tween twenty and twenty-five yearB, an increase of one per cent, 
and two per cent, over twenty-five years, the same as last year. 

The average for all the teachers is seven years and seven 
months, an increase of two months. The highest* average is 
twelve years, in Passaic county, and the lowest is six years and 
one month, in Sussex county. 

The following table gives the same statistics for the cities : 
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ve per eeDt. of the teachers in the State have a total ex- 
:e of one year or less, the same as last year ; thirty-five an 
;nee of from one to five years, a decrease of two per 
wenty-five per cent, between five and ten years, a decrease 
per cent.; sixteen per cent between ten and fifteen years, 
■ease of one per cent. ; seven per cent, between fifteen and 
years, a;: increase of one per cent.; three percent, be- 
twenty and twenty-five years, an increase of one per cent, 
o per cent, over twenty-five years, the same as last year. 
average for all the teachers is seven years and seven 
9, an increase of two months. The highest'average is 
years, in Passaic county, and the lowest ia six years and 
)nth, in Sussex county, 
following table gives the same statistics for the cities: 
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sliild for the county -and, with her surplus revenue, $4 10 per 
3hild for her per capita districts, being ten cents per child 
lecrease from that received last year. This is still nearly equal 
to the average received by the other couuties. The decrease is 
necessitated by the great falling off in her ratables. 

Burlington. — This at the outset, under the old law, was a large 
receiving county. She then changed to a paying one ; the range 
being from $14,666.00 received to $2,603.00 paid out. Her 
ratables, like those of Bergen, show a considerable reduction, 
amounting to .024. Her census has increased .006. This, how- 
Bver, is much less than the average increase in the State. She 
has forty-six $35u.00 districts and seven $200.00 districts. 

Last year there was apportioned to this county $3,381.77, 
being $3,200.05 less than the ten per cent., and the amount per 
child for her per capita districts was $4.44. By giving her 
$5,084.73 this year, which is $1,400.00 less than the ten per cent , 
she has $4.41 per child for the county, and, including the sur- 
plus revenue, she has $4.40 per child for her per capita districts. 
This, it will be observed, is four cents per child less than she 
received last year. This reduction is due to the large falling off 
in her eatables. It is partly compensated by the $1,800.00 re- 
\ (taction in the amount taken from her. She still receives twelve 
\ cents per child, or $1,842.00 in the aggregate, more than a 
L uniform apportionment would yield her. 

Camden. — This county, during the decade the old ktw was in 
force, received. annually from $16,585.00 to $21,989.00, giving an 
average of about $20,000 00. This, by those familiar with the 
facts, has always been regarded as unjust. Her ratables were 
evidently too low. It was hoped that the change in the law 
would result in an increase in her valuation, but this has not 
been the case. There is a slight increase this year, amounting 
to .005. This is less than half the average increase in the State. 
Relatively, therefore, her ratables have decreased. Her census, 
►however, has decreased also, so that taking the two facts into 
consideration, she stands related to the other countries about as 
she did last year. She has twentv-three $350.00 districts, and 
five $200.00 districts. 

This county should be self-supporting. By making her so, 
however, her school interests would be sadly crippled. The 
amount she would receive would be only $2.96 per child. Last 
year she received $13,391.96, being $8,500.00 in excess of her 
wserve fund. This yielded her $3.28 per child for her per capita 
districts. This year an apportionment of $12,694.13, which is 
$7,725.00 in excess of her reserve fund, yields her the same 
amount per child as last year. This is a reduction from last 
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per capita districts, or $4.72 per child for the county, being forty- 
three cents more than the State average. While she was thus 
greatly favored last year, although the full ten per cent, wus 
taken from her, by doing the same this year she is in still better 
condition. The ninety per cent, retained amounts to $480 per 
child for the county and $4.79 for her per capita districts, being 
twelve cents more per child than she had last year, and fifty-one 
cents per child more than the average in the State. The 
amount the county pays by this action is $28,141.91. Had the 
law not been changed the amount this county would be required 
to pay this year would be $59,098.00, or more than double the 
present sum. 

Gloucester. — This commenced as a receiving county to the ex- 
tent of $6,061.00, and then changed to a paying one. The 
amount paid in 1880 was $2,921.00. Her ratables this year show 
an increase of .021, being 007 above the average. Her census 
has increased .029, which is also above the general increase. 
Her relation to the other counties, therefore, remains unchanged. 
The amount apportioned to her last year was $1,139.86, being 
$2,356.78 less than her ten per cent, reserve. This amounted to 
$4.69 per child for the per capita districts. Although this is 
considerably above the State average, she ought to be rewarded 
; for her large increase of ratables. By giving her $995 00, which 
r: is $2,611.54 less than her ten per cent., she has $4.75 per child 
• » for the county, and, with her surplus revenue, $4.74 per child for 
j her per capita districts, being forty-five cents per child in excess 
l of the State average, and five cents more per child than she re- 
? ceived last year. 

Hudson. — This county fluctuated from a paying one to the ex- 
tent of $30,06400, to a receiving one by nearly as large an 
amount; the sum received in 1876 being $27,084 00. Her rat- 
[ ables this year show an increase of .017, being slightly above the 
fr average. Her census has increased .087, being greatly in excess 
I "of the increase in any other county in the State. In fact, nearly 
jj the entire increase for the State is in Hudson county; the State 
increase being 8,266, and that in Hudson 7,374. 

Last year she was made medium, receiving just her ten per 
cent, reserve, This yielded her $4.06 per child. By making 
her medium again this year her per capita apportionment would 
be but $3.75, or thirty-one cents per child less than that of last 
year. This in the whole county would be equivalent to a falling 
off of $21,618 00. This great change is due to the remarkable 
increase of her school census. This reduction is so great that, 
\ by leaving her medium, her school interests are likely to suffer, 
and it seems but just, therefore, to make her a receiving county 
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year's apportionment of $775.00 in the aggregate, but no reduc- 
tion per child. 

Cape May. — This county always received an excess over the 
amount raised in sums ranging from $1,161.00 to $4,00000. 
Her ratables for this year show an increase of .031, which is 
more than double the average increase in the State. Her census 
has increased also but not in the same ratio, the percentage 
being .027, which is about the same as the average in the State. 
In her relation, therefore, to the remaining counties she stands 
better than last year. She has nineteen $350.00 districts, and 
two $200.00 districts. 

Last year she received $2,022.38 at the hands of the Board, 
which was $1,125.00 in excess of her ten per cent. By giving ' 
her $1,869,77 this year, which is $935.00 in excess of her ten per 
cent, she has $4.26 per child for the county, which, together 
with the surplus revenue, yields $3 90 pe'r child for her per cap- 
ita districts. This is $190.00 less than she received last year, 
but as it amounts to eighteen cents more per child she is suffi- 
ciently rewarded for the handsome increase in her ratables. 

Cumberland. — This, under the old law, was a receiving county 
in sums ranging from $8,813.00 to $20,314 00. The increase in 
her ratables this year is .007, which is but one-half the increase 
in the State. Her census differs but slightly from that of last 
year. She has thirty-two $350.00 districts and five $200.00 dis- 
tricts. 

Last year there was apportioned to her the sum of $9,882.92, 
which was $6,800.00 in excess of the ten per cent, reserve. This 
yielded her $3.50 per child for her per capita districts. As the 
increase, both in valuation and census, has been less than the 
State average, her relation to the other counties remains prac- 
tically unchanged. The apportionment this year that yields her 
the same amount per child as she received last year, i. e. $3.50 
per child, is $9,737.34, which is $6,600 00 in excess of the amount 
of her ten per cent. This, with her surplus revenue, yields her " 
$3,76 per child for the county. 

Essex. — This, under the old law, was a paying county in 
annual suras ranging from $33,243.00 to $85,566.00. The limi- 
tation of ten per cent, as the maximum which, under the present 
law, can be taken from any county, affords an important protec- 
tion to Essex county. Her ratables have increased .009, which 
is considerable below the State average, while her census shows 
an actual decrease of .004. She has six $350.00 districts and two 
$200.00 districts. 

Last year this county received nothing from the reserve fund, 
and the balance remaining amounted to $4.68 per child to her 
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per capita districts, or $4.72 per child for the county, being forty- 
three cents more than the State average. While she was thus 
greatly favored last year, although the full ten per cent, wns 
taken from her, by doing the same this year she is in still better 
condition. The ninety per cent, retained amounts to $480 per 
child for the county and $4.79 for her per capita districts, being 
twelve cents more per child than she had last year, and fifty-one 
cents per child more than the average in the State. The 
amount the county pays by this action is $28,141.91. Had the 
law not been changed the amount this county would be required 
to pay this year would be $59,098.00, or more than double the 
present sum. 

Gloucester. — This commenced as a receiving county to the ex- 
tent of $6,061.00, and then changed to a paying one. The 
amount paid in 1880 was $2,921.00. Her ratables this year show 
an increase of .021, being 007 above the average. Her census 
has increased .029, which is also above the general increase. 
Her relation to the other counties, therefore, remains unchanged. 
The amount apportioned to her last year was $1,139.86, being 
$2,356.78 less than her ten per cent, reserve. This amounted to 
$4.69 per child for the per capita districts. Although this is 
considerably above the State average, she ought to be rewarded 
for her large increase of ratables. By giving her $995 00, which 
is $2,611.54 less than her ten per cent., she has $4.75 per child 
for the county, and, with her surplus revenue, $4.74 per child for 
her per capita districts, being forty-five cents per child in excess 
of the State average, and five cents more per child than she re- 
ceived last year. 

Hudson. — This county fluctuated from a paying one to the ex- 
tent of $30,064.00, to a receiving one by nearly as large an 
amount; the sum received iu 1876 being $27,084 00. Her rat- 
ables this year show an increase of .017, being slightly above the 

average. Her census has increased .087, being greatly in excess 
"of the increase in any other county in the State. In fact, nearly 

the entire increase for the State is in Hudson county ; the State 

increase being 8,266, and that in Hudson 7,374. 
Last year she was made medium, receiving just her ten per 

cent, reserve, This yielded her $4.06 per child. By making 

her medium again this year her per capita apportionment would 

be but $3.75, or thirty-oue cents per child less than that of last 
year. This in the whole county would be equivalent to a falling 
off of $21,618 00. This great change is due to the remarkable 
increase of her school census. This reduction is so great that, 

. by leaving her medium, her school interests are likely to suffer, 
and it seems but just, therefore, to make her a receiving county 
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this year. By giving her $28,034.82, which is $4,000.00 in excess 
of her ten per cent., she has $3.79 per child. This is fifteen cents 
per child less than she had last year, and fifty cents per child 
less than the State average. 

Hunterdon. — This, although a rural county, paid large annual 
excesses under the old law. The sums ranged from $9,000.00 to 
$15,000.00. This year's ratables show an increase of .011, being 
nearly equal to the average. Her census shows no change of 
any consequence. She has forty-five $350.00 districts, and seven 
$200.00 districts. Last year there was apportioned to this county 
$1,699.53, being $3,663,34 less than her reserve fund. This 
yielded her $5.11 per child for her per capita districts. ^ This 
being so much in excess of the State average, equaling eighty- 
two cents per child, there appears to be nothing to justify an 
apportionment that would yield a per capita increase. The ap- 
portionment required to give this amount is $630.00, or $4,846.20 
less than her reserve fund. This is $1,182.86 more than she 
paid last year. 

Mercer. — This has been both a receiving and a paying county. 
The maximum amount received was $1,124 00, and the maximum 
amount paid $12,020.30. This year's ratables show an increase 
of 022, being .008 above the average. Her census has increased 
X06. She has twenty $350.00 districts and two $200.00 districts. 
The apportionment made to this county last year was $2,353.52, 
being $5,255.35 less than her ten per cent. The amount retained 
yielded her $4.80 per child for herder capita districts. Although 
this is considerably in advance of the State average, the lanje in- 
crease in her ratables would seem to justify making it still larger. 
The slight increase in her census enables us to do this and still 
take from her, in the aggregate, a larger amount than last year. 
By apportioning to her $900.00, which is $6,960.11 less than her 
ten per cent, and $1,704.76 more than the amount paid last 
year, she has an average of $4.87 for the county and $4.85 for 
her per capita districts. This is fifty-eight cents per child more 
than the State average, and five cents per child more than last 
year. 

Middlesex. — This has always been a large receiving county in 
sums ranging from $9,669.00 to $12,415.00. Her ratables show 
an increase of .009 which, however, is much below the general 
increase. Her census is .012 more than that of last year. This 
also is below the increase in the State. The relation, therefore, 
which this county sustains to the others in the State remains the 
sauie as last year, and we are naturally led to make an appor- 
tionment that will yield her the same amount per child, viz., 
$3.41. This is secured by giving her $14,314.02, which is $9,- 
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560.00 in excess of her ten per cent. There are forty-eight 
$350 00 districts and three $200.00 districts. 

Monmouth. — This, under the old law, was always a receiving 
county in annual sums ranging from $3,420.00 to $8.746 00. She 
stands second this year in the amount of increase in her ratables, 
the increase being .064, or five times the State average. Her 
census shows a falling off of .006. This county both last year 
and the year before was medium. The remarkable increase in 
her reported valuation is fully justified by the equally remark- 
able increase in her actual valuation. This is evident to any 
one familiar with the vast improvements in progress along her 
shore front; This increase in ratables is recognized in making 
this year's apportionment by securing for her a corresponding 
increase in her per capita amount. This is accomplished while 
at the same time she is transferred from the list of medium coun- 
ties to the list of paying ones. By giving her $6,878.99, which 
is $781.25 less than her ten per cent., she has $4.56 per child, 
which is seventeen cents above the State average and thirty-five 
cents per child more than she received last year. This for the 
entire county is equivalent to $6,292.00. There are thirty-one 
$350 00 districts and four $200.00 districts. 

Morris. — This was always a receiving county excepting one 
year. The maximum amount received was $6,303.00. The sum 
paid by her the exceptional year was only $150.00. Her ratables 
remain about the same as last year. Her census shows a small 
increase. Her relative position among the other counties, there- 
fore, is unchanged. She has fifty-five $350.00 districts and twelve 
$200.00 districts. She was medium last year, receiving $5,355 96, 
or the exact amount of her ten per cent. This yielded her $3.95 
per child for her per capita districts. Her reserve fund this year 
amounts to $5,418.39. By apportioning to her this amount she 
lias $3.93 per child for her per capita districts, which differs 
from the amount received last year by only two cents. 

Ocean. — This has always been a receiving county in sums 
ranging from $8,532.00 to $11,432.00. She ranks first in the in- 
crease of her ratables, it being equal to .094, or nearly seven 
times the average increase in the State. Her census shows a 
decrease of .003. She has thirty $350.00 districts and six $200.00 
districts. Last year the amount apportioned to her was $10,- 
046 96, which was $9,225.00 in excess of her reserve fund. This 
yielded her $3.34 per child for her per capita districts. The 
county this year justly receives the benefit of her large increase 
of ratables. In consequence of her decrease of census this is ' 
done with a smaller apportionment than that of last year. By 
giving her $9,208.91, which is $8,300.00 in excess of her ten per 
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cent, and $925.00 less than last year's apportionment, her per 
capita for the county is $4.19, and for the per capita districts 
$3 G5. This is thirty-one cents per child more than her receipts 
last year, and but ten cents per child less than the State average. 

Passaic. — This, for nine years of the decade, was a receiving 
county in sums ranging from $1,638 00 to $10,494.00. In 1877 
she paid an excess of $1,809.00. Her increase of ratables is 
large, being .043, or three times the State increase. In this re- 
spect she ranks third. Her census shows an increase of .07, 
being next to the greatest. She has sixteen $350.00 districts and 
one $200.00 district. 

In view of her large increase of ratables, her per capita 
amount should show an increase. To give her $3.80 per child 
for her per capita districts, which is but five cents in excess of 
that of last year, requires an apportionment of $9,825.87, which 
is $2,325.00 in excess of her ten per cent., and $1,325.00 more 
than the amount apportioned to her last year. 

Salem. — This began as a receiving county and then changed 
to a paying one. The amount^ received ranged from $335.00 to 
$3,384.00, and the amounts paid from $1,639 00 to $4,559.00. 
The last sum was the amount paid the last year under the old 
law. Her ratables have increased .011, which is nearly the 
average; while her census practically shows no change. She 
has thirty-two $350 00 districts and four $200.00 districts. 

Last year she received $772.93, which was $2,637.34 less than 
her reserve fund. This yielded her $4.51 per child for her per 
capita districts; while her increase of ratables is a little less than 
the average; in consequence of her census remaining unchanged 
her per capita may be increased considerably without changing 
to any material extent her last year's apportionment. By giving 
her $700.00, which is $2,810.16 less than her ten per cent., her 
per capita apportionment for the county is $4.97, and for the per 
capita districts, with the surplus revenue included, it is $4.90. 
This is fifty-one cents in excess 'of the average in the State, and 
thirty-nine cents above her per capita of last year. Twelve 
cents of this increase is due to the increase of $800 00, which the 
county makes this year in the surplus revenue apportioned by 
her for school purposes. 

Somerset. — This, under the old law, was always a paying county 
in sums ranging from $16400 to $8,886.00. The latter sum was 
paid in 1879, one year previous to the change in the law. Her 
ratables have increased .018, which is above the average, and 
her census shows a falling off of .042. She has thirtv on* 
$350.00 districts and two $200.00 districts. 

Last year she received $829.85, which was $3,319.40 less than 
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her ten per cent. This yielded her $5.28 for her per capita dis- 
tricts, and placed her at the head in the amount of school money 
3he received. By taking from her this year her entire reserve 
fund, amounting to $4,268.83, she has $5.39 per child for the 
county, which is $1.10 in excess of the State average; and $5 54 
for her per capita districts, which is twenty-six cents per child 
more than she received last year. # This gives her forty-three 
cents per child more than is received by any other county in the 
State. 

Sussex. — This has been a paying county in sums ranging from 
$362.82 to $1,345 39, and a receiving on in varying amounts 
frorxi $14.00 to $3,334.00. Her ratables have increased .012, 
which is about the State average. Her census shows a decrease 
of .03. She has forty-nine $350.00 - districts and forty-seven 
$200.00 districts. The number of her $200.00 districts equals 
one-third of the entire number in the State. Last year there 
was apportioned to her $7,635.81, which was $5,100.00 in excess 
of her ten per cent. This yielded her $3 35 per child for her 
per capita districts. In consequence of the decrease in her 
census her per capita apportionment may be increased to $3.50, 
being fifteen cents per child more than she received last year, 
by giving her $6,871.25. This is $4,275.00 in excess of her ten 
per cent., and $825.00 less than she received last year. 

.Union. — This, under the old law, was always a paying county 
in sums ranging from $3,63300 to $11,862.00. Her ratables 
have increased .009 being a trifle more than one-half the State 
average. Her census shows a decrease of .027. She has eight 
$350.00 districts and one $200.00 district. 

Last year she was made medium by receiving an apportion- 
ment equal to her ten per cent. This yielded her $4.15 per 
child. By retaining her in the list of medium counties, and ap- 
portioning to her the ten per cent., amounting to $6,230.96, she 
will have $4.36 per child for the county, and $4.32 'or her per 
capita districts. This is seven cents above the State average, 
and seventeen cents more than she received last year. 

Warren. — This, before the change in the law, was always a 
paying county in sums ranging from $162 00 to $6,598 00. This 
year's ratables are the same as those of last year. Her census 
has increased .015, being less than the average. She has fifty - 
three $350 00 districts aud eleven $200.00 districts. 

There was apportioned to her last year $3,276.05, which was 
$1,500.00 less than her ten per cent. This yielded her $4.14 per 
child for her per capita districts. This is so far below the 
amounts received by all the remaining paying counties, that it 
seeins but. just to transfer her to the list of medium counties. 
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notwithstanding the fact that they are the recipients of more 
money than they raise, have less per child than the general 
average for the State. There is in this fact an inducement for 
them to raise their ratables as the only means enabling them to 
occupy a position on a par with other counties. The tendency 
ought to be towards making all the counties self-sustaining. So, 
while a liberal apportionment should be made to those counties 
in which the tax amounts to less per child than the State aver- 
age, there should still be a stimulus afforded to all such to do 
more and more every year for themselves. 

In regard to the medium counties, it will be seen that they all 
receive sums that vary but slightly from the State average. 
They, as a class, therefore, are in better condition than the re- 
ceiving counties. It will be observed, also, that the paying coun- 
ties, although they contribute for the benefit of the rest, are in a 
ranch better condition than those belonging to either of the 
other classes. In every case the amount taken is such as to leave 
for the county a sum considerably in excess of the State average. 

Wo have reason to be gratified with the favorable comparison 
this year's per capita amounts make with those of last year. In 
thirteen of the counties this year's per capita shows an increase; 
in four of them it remains unchanged, leaving but four in which 
there is a reduction. These four are Bergen, Burlington, Hud- 
son and Morris. The reduction in Bergen and Burlington is 
due to the large decrease in their ratables, while every other 
county shows an increase. In Hudson the decrease is also un- 
avoidable, so far as the action of the State Board is concerned, 
in consequence of the unprecedented increase in her school cen- 
sus. The decrease in Morris is so slight as to be insignificant. 

teachers' institutes. 

During the year Teachers' Institutes were held in the counties 
of Atlantic, Bergen, Camden, Cumberland, Gloucester, Hudson, 
Middlesex and Salem. 

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

One of the troublesome questions which every teacher is called 
upon to decide when he enters his first school is " shall I or shall 
I not resort to CQrporal punishment." Not only does this ques- 
tion present itself to every teacher for solution, but it constitutes 
one of the most important educational questions now under dis- 
cussion by school officers and legislators. In nearly all of our 
large cities, when the most approved jnethods in every depart- 
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nient of school work are sought, this question is receiving 
prominent attention. Teachers differ in their opinions and 
practices. In some schools personality alone governs ; in others 
a stick of wood is the supreme executive; and in others still the 
throne is shared by the two. Judging from the results secured 
by these various modes of school government, I am fully per- 
suaded that that authority established and maintained in school 
by personalitv alone, supplemented by no birch, ferule or strap, 
is the most efficient and productive of the greatest good. 

Public sentiment respecting all forms of cruelty practiced in 
school rooms is constantly undergoing change. The direction 
of this change is unmistakable. Twenty -five years ago the only 
apparatus needed in the school room was an instrument of tor- 
ture. The teacher witli Ins rattan was fully equipped for his 
work. The teachers were nearly all males then. This was 
necessary ; muscle was indispensable. The warfare between 
master and pupils was constant Generally the teacher was vic- 
torious. Sometimes, however, combinations were formed, and by 
resort to stratagem, such as locking in, smoking out, etc., the 
teacher yielded to force of circumstances. Who, to-dav, would 
like to have his children subjected to the same treatment in 
school some of us experienced? When we consider these early 
practice and compare them with those of the present day can 
we help but recogniie the change that has been going on ? And 
can anything stop this change? Will there not be further 
change in the future? Twenty-five years ago the rod was con- 
sidered ahwtutely nec&sary in ail schools ; to-day it is simply 
tofonttai iu some; a few years hence it will not be permitted in 
an\\ 

It is an admitted fact that many of our best teachers, those 
who stand highest in the profession, never punish. And the 
only argument that can be advanced in favor of the rod is that 
it is a necessary mode of discipline for the poorer class of teach- 
ers: these who by their personality are not able to command 
that respect which secures good order. But we argue that if it 
is possible for good results to follow the infliction of bodily pain 
it can only be when administered by the hand of one who pos- 
sesses all the qualifications of a good teacher. The rod, there- 
fore,, is only necessary iu the bauds of him who^ as a rule^ is 
incapable of usiug it property* 

Since our ablest teachers never find occasion to use- the rod, 
whatever may be the character ot the schools they have iu 
obarge. she inference is cottducsive that the use of the rod is due 
more to the sbortcemicgs of the teacher than to the evil dispo- 
sition of the cuiidreuL We. may select two schools anywhere in 
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this State, one of which is in excellent discipline and the other 
in utmost disorder, and in less than a month's time the condition 
of those schools can be changed By simply changing the teach- 
ers. The unruly school will soon be in harmonious working 
order under the management of the efficient teacher, whtle the 
good school will just as soon lapse into disorder under the care- 
less control of the inferior teacher. Would it be right to punish 
those pupils in the latter school for their acts which appear to 
be the direct result of the poor management of the second 
teacher? There is not a school in any county in the State that 
could not soon be made the best school in the county if placed 
in charge of the best teacher; and there is not one that would 
not soon become the worst school in the county under the con- 
trol of the poorest teacher. 

A teacher governs by his own personality. All that goes to 
make the individuality of the man has more or less to do in de- 
termining the character of the influence he exerts in the school 
room. Every look of the eye; every movement of the body, 
and every utterance of the voice, have something to do with the 
discipline of the school. The teacher's temperament governs 
more than his rules or his rod. A school is not properly disciplined 
unless good feeling prevails. The teacher should never threaten 
nor scold ; he should never become impatient. All extra ex- 
citement should be avoided. Some teachers are subject to moods. 
Sometimes they are gentle and kind ; at other times they are 
cross and morose. Sometimes the little offences receive severe 
rebuke, and perhaps punishment; and then again graver of- 
fences will pass unnoticed. If a* teacher desires to govern by 
personal influence, his conduct, at all times, must be consistent 
and uniform. The effect of corporal, punishment is bad, but if 
good results are to follow the non-use of the rod, all the natural 
accompaniments which result from angry feelings must be 
avoided also. 

The teacher is assisted in his work by having all the exercises 
of the school conducted with regularity; by calling and dis- 
missing his classes promptly, and by being prompt himself in 
commencing recitations. The members of the class must have 
their attention constantly fixed and their interest excited, or 
they will lapse into disorder. No pupil either at his seat, or in 
his class, should be left a single moment without having some- 
thing pertaining to his studies to engage his attention. Idleness 
begets mischief. If the pupil however, has plenty of work, and 
the iive teacher has secured his interest in that work, he is not 
likely even so much as to think about disorder. The school room 
should be a place where children are led in the paths of know - 
edge and not driven. 
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But it is said that if the rod is not used the number of expul- 
sions must increase, and thus we drive to the street, where they 
are surrounded by wicked influences, those very children who 
most need the good influences of the school. Every advocate of 
the rod is ready to tell us this, and he grows eloquent detailing 
the evil results that must follow. He traces the expelled boy to 
prison or perhaps to the gallows ; and he was sure he would 
have been an excellent citizen if the rod had been applied with 
sufficient force and frequency. 

This prevailing idea that the non-use of the rod makes expul- 
sion necessary is altogether erroneous. Instead of the number 
of expulsions being increased by the non-use of the rod, the sta- 
tistics in cities where it has been abolished show just the con- 
trary. It is the use of the rod rather that leads to expulsion. 
Angry feelings exhibited by the teacher provoke similar feeling 
in the child and make punishment necessary. Punish ineut 
arouses the hostile feelings of the pupil still more, and expulsion 
then in many cases becomes the necessary resort 

Just so long as whipping is practiced in our schools, cases of 
excessive punishment will occur. It is impossible for the teacher 
to know the precise effect of the blows he inflicts. Every stroke 
may leave a tale-bearer ; the flesh may be laid bare ; the blood 
may flow, and the teacher remain wholly unconscious of the 
fact It may not have been his intention to punish so severely, 
but the precise momentum of the rod determined by multiply- 
ing its weight by the velocity given it per second, and the 
amount of resistance the delicate cuticle of the boy's back is 
capable of offering without fraeture, are mathematical problems 
much too intricate for solution at the time the castigation is in 
progress. 

Teaching is a noble profession. It is a work of love. In order 
that satisfactory results may be secured, the teacher must love to 
teach and the child must love to learn. The utmost of good 
teeling must exist between teacher and taught This cannot be 
the case when the teacher inflicts pain. The whole spirit and 
atmosphere of the school-room should be in harmony with gen- 
tleness> kindness and love. A single blow struck by the teacher 
acts like discord to sweet music. It demoralizes both teacher 
and pupil, aud the whole school must suffer. 

A teacher's duty is to instruct. No one, either parent or school 
officer, has any right to require him to perform the duties of 
sheriff, coustable or policeman. The diguity of his position is 
lowered and his own character and standing in the community 
are compromised when he attempts to accomplish the object for 
which he was engaged by inflicting stripes upon the backs of the 
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children. Even if in rare instances the pupil punished may be 
benefited, the harm done the school is quite sure to counterbal- 
ance the doubtful good. 

The teacher's profession will never attain to the dignity it de- 
serves, nor receive the respect it ought to command, until it is 
forever removed from all associations with instruments of torture. 

In the times which we hope are past the brandisher of the 
rod was rightly termed the school master. He and his birch will 
always remain associated in caricature and in novels. With the 
modern and more appropriate term, school teacher, let us asso- 
ciate kindness, gentleness and love. 

In the year 1867 the legislature enacted a law forbidding cor- 
poral punishment in the schools of this State. At the outset tins 
legislation was considered as experimental. The teachers gen- 
eralh 7 regarded it a mistake, and for a considerable time " it was 
more honored in the breach than in the observance." Year by 
year, however, they have become more and more reconciled to it, 
and are less and less disposed to violate it. At our last series of 
Institutes the teachers were requested to answer the following 
questions : 

1. Do you resort to corporal punishment in your school ? 

2. How do you think the best results can be secured in 
Reaching ; with or without corporal punishment? 

3. Would you consider it wise for the Legislature to repeal the 
section of the law forbidding corporal punishment ? 

To the first question seventy per cent, of the teachers answered 
" No," and thirty per cent, answered " Yes " ; to the second, seven- 
ty-five per cent, answered " Without," and twenty-five per cent. 
" With " ; to the third question, eighty per cent- answered " No," 
and twenty per cent, answered " Yes." # 

As the first question admits of but two answers " Yes " or 
" No," all were obliged t6 answer " Yes " who inflicted corporal 
punishment, whether the cases were frequent or extremely rare. 
The answers therefore, failed to show us to what extent the use 
of the rod was becoming less frequent in the hands of those who 
still continued to resort to it as mode of discipline. For the 
purpose of arriving at this fact, this question was asked of those 
who had been engaged teaching four years or more : — "What was 
the number of cases of corporal punishment inflicted by you per 
month when you first began teaching, and what is the number 
per month now?" The answers to this question show that 
among those teachers with four years experience or more, who 
still use the rod, the number of cases of discipline by this means 
if now but one twentieth as great as it was when they began 
teaching. ' 
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The answers to the second question show, that many of the 
teachers who still occasionally use the rod are satisfied that bet- 
ter results can be secured by its discontinuance altogether. 
This is an illustration of a fact often observed, that practice 
and precept do not always agree. 

The answers to the third question are especially gratifying, 
showing as they do that four-fifths of our teachers are satisfied 
that the law is right, and that its repeal would be unwise. 

The foregoing facts show conclusively that the act forbidding 
corporal punish ment in school has had a good effect, and that 
while many of our teachers still resort to the use of the rod in 
extreme cases, the number of such instances is extremely rare 
as compared with former practices. In view ot the few cases of 
corporal punishment that now occur, and of the general tendency 
toward the disuse of the rod altogether, I am satisfied that the 
time has arrived when the practice of every teacher in the State 
should be in strict accordance with the law. 



SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION IN THE CITIES. 
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An inspection of the above table shows a lamentable deficiency 
in school accommodations in many of our large cities. In some 
of them thousands of children are asking for permits to attend 
the public schools and are denied hecause of the lack of room, 
and in those very cities thousands more desire admission but are 
deterred from asking for permits because they kuow it is impos- 
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sible to secure them. It is sad to see parents so indifferent to 
the welfare of their children as to neglect sending them to school 
where the accommodations are ample ; still more sad is it, how- 
ever, for the people of a great city to render the attendance of 
the children impossible, however willing they and their parents 
may be, because of their neglect in erecting a sufficient number 
of school houses. 

The theory of our school system is that the State shall furnish 
the money necessary to maintain the schools, and that the local 
communities shall provide the school buildings required to ac- 
commodate the children. 

So important is it that ample school accommodations shall 
everywhere be furnished, and so great is the present deficiency 
that an amendment should be made to the law requiring a com- 
pliance with the latter duty as a condition for receiving the State 
appropriation. An act of this nature requiring every city to 
furnish accommodations for all the children who are likely to 
attend the public schools will do far more in increasing our 
school attendance than any compulsory act respecting attend- 
ance itself. It seems but little less than ludicrous to enact that 
all children shall attend school for a specified period each year 
when the number of children now asking admission is far in 
excess of the seats provided. It is not necessary to furnish 
room for all the children included in the school census. Many 
children do not enter school until they are six or seven years 
of age, and the great majority of them leave school by the 
time they reach the age of fifteen or sixteen. In the cities the 
private schools furnish accommodations for a large number. 
The attendance upon the public schools in the cities is not likqjy 
at any time, even under the most favorable circumstances, to 
exceed sixty per cent, of the school census. This percentage of 
attendance is occasionally reached, and it would be well if this 
percentage of accommodations were everywhere furnished. In 
the above table of twenty cities only five make as good a show- 
ing as this. In the last column is given the number of addi- 
tional seats that would be required to raise the percentage to 
sixty. If every city, however, should be compelled to furnish 
accommodations for fifty per cent, of her children, it is quite 
probable that the evils of non-attendance resulting from want of 
room would be nearly, if not wholly, overcome. The legislature 
ought certainly to make this requirement a condition in every 
city for its receiving the State school appropriation. I doubt if 
any compulsory act can be framed that, under existing circum- 
stances, would of itself be the cause of bringing into our schools 
one hundred more children than are now in attendance. On 
5 
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the other hand, should every district and city be compelled to 
furnish seats for fifty or fifty-five per cent, of the children in- 
cluded in the school census, there would at once be an increase 
of from 15,000 to 20,000 in our School enrollment. Such a 
measure at present would apply to the following cities whose 
percentages of accommodations, beginning with the lowest, are 
in the order named : Jersey City, Elizabeth, Orange, Trenton, 
Newark, Hoboken, Gloucester City, Passaic, and New Brunswick. 

AOES OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

In Table XIII. is given the number of children between the 
ages of five and six, between six and seven, &c, enrolled in the 
schools of the several cities. Table XIV. gives the percentage 
of children of the various ages in the city schools. Fifty-nine 
per cent, of the children enrolled in the city schools are between 
six and eleven years of age, while only nine per cent, are over 
fourteen years of age. Gloucester City reports eleven per cent, 
of the total number enrolled as being between five and six years 
of age — the highest of any of the cities; Millville is next with 
ten per cent. There are no children of this age in the schools of 
Plainfield. The maximum percentage in Atlantic City is twelve 
per cent., being between the ages of eight and ten ; in Bridgeton 
it is twelve per cent, from seven to ten ; in Camden it is twelve, 
between eight and nine; in Elizabeth it is twelve, between 
eleven and twelve; in Gloucester City it is sixteen, between six 
and seven — the same percentage is again reached between nine 
and ten ; in Hoboken it is thirteen, between eight and nine ; in 
Jersey City it is thirteen, between nine and ten; in Millville it 
is thirteen, from seven to nine; in Morristown it is eleven, be- 
tween eight and nine, the same percentage being again reached 
between ten and eleven ; in Newark it is thirteen, from five to 
ten ; in New Brunswick it is thirteen, between six and seven ; in 
Orange it is thirteen, between seven and eight, the same per- 
centage being again reached between nine and ten ; in Passaic it 
is thirteen, between seven and eight; in Paterson it is thirteen, 
between five and six, the same percentage being again reached 
between eight and uine; in Perth Amboy it is thirteen, between 
six and seven ; in Phillipsburg it is fifteen, from seven to nine; 
in Plainfield it is fifteen, between ten and eleven ; in Rahway it 
is twelve, between eight and nine ; in Salem it is eleven, between 
nine and ten, and in Trenton it is thirteen, from nine to eleven. 

The following table shows the percentages of children of the 
different ages in the schools of the cities : 
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Fifty-one per cent, of all the children in the cities are in the 
public schools, nineteen per cent, are in private schools, and 
thirty per cent, have attended no school during the year. 

ILLITERACY AND NATIONAL AID TO EDUCATION. 

In an address on the "Evil of Illiteracy," delivered by the 
Rev. Joseph Cook, extracts from which were printed in the 
Pennsylvania School Journal for May, 1883, 1 find the following 
astounding statement : 

"This nation (the United States) is now charged with the edu- 
cation of 18,000,000 of children and youth. Of these 10,500,000 
are enrolled in public and private schools; * * * 7,500,00i\ 
or five-twelfths of the whole, are growing up in absolute ignor- 
ance of the English alphabet." 

Commenting on these figures, he asserts (to quote his own 
words), " that instead of being, as a whole, at the front of the 
educational advance of civilization, our proud nation is gradu- 
ally dropping into a laggard place." 

Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, in a speech delivered in 
the United States Senate, advocating national aid for our public 
schools, gives elaborate tables showing the condition of the pub- 
lic schools in the several States, and claims that the State school 
systems are defective, and that large numbers of our children 
are growing up in absolute ignorance. He says: "I am able to 
give the country the cold steel of reliable statistics." Among 
the statistics given is a table showing the school population, en- 
rollment, average attendance, and percentage not enrolled for 
eighty-five cities. Jersey City, Newark and Paterson are in- 
cluded in this table. 

I will now quote, in the Senator's own words, the conclusions 
at which he arrives after the study of this table. 

"These cities, he says, contain an aggregate school population 
of 2,052,923, of whom 1,302,776, or three-fifths, are enrolled ; 
that is, are more or less instructed during the school year, while 
only 858,533, or two-fifths, fully avail themselves of the advant- 
ages provided, and more than one- third never enter the school 
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Behold the awful record. The revelation of these facts ought to 
overwhelm us with shame. 91 

This is a dark picture these gentlemen have drawn for us, and 
the only remedy that is sufficient to cure the evil, they say, is 
National Aid to Education. They assert that the States have 
failed in their attempts to educate the children, and that now 
the government must step in and grant the necessary assistance. 

In the Senator's entire address urging national aid there is 
but this one reason given, viz. : the present and growing illiter- 
acy of the country. 

On a certain occasion, at a meeting of scientific gentlemen, 
the question was asked why it was that a tub of water with a 
live fish in it weighed no more than the tub of water without 
the fish. Various theories were advanced and discussed, when 
finally a young man in the association ventured to ask if the 
statement made was true. 

Emboldened by the young man's example, we are disposed to 
ask are these statements made by Senator Blair true? We will 
at the outset seek an answer to this question, although the hon- 
orable Senator tells us that he gives us " the cold steel of reliable 
statistics" ; " that his figures ought pot to lie, for he has paid for 
accuracy." 

It has been our proud boast that we are foremost among the 
nations of the earth in this work of education. Is this, then, but 
a delusion? and must we now be told that, instead of being in 
the advance ranks, " we are among the laggards " ? 

If these figures and assertions are true, we agree with the Sen- 
ator that they are sufficient to " overwhelm us with shame." 

So astounding are the statements made, so great the evils por- 
trayed, so fearful the consequences predicted, that instead of 
looking to the national government for aid, the more natural 
conclusion to arrive at is that our whole educational scheme is a 
gigantic and disgraceful failure ; that the means of remedy are 
beyond anything that lies within the power of the State to pro- 
vide or the government to furnish. If the States and cities after 
investing $300,000,000 in school property, and spending $100,- 
000,000 annually in teachers' salaries, can make no better show- 
tag than this, then let us save the money we pay in school taxes; 
•—sell our school buildings for pauper asylums for these growing 
(< heathen," and discharge the two hundred thousand teachers 
now in public employ. If, after all we have done, we must be 
told that even in sixteen of the great cities of the North, includ- 
ing Chicago, Cincinnati, Albany and Newark, from fifty to sixty 
per cent, of the children are growing up, as Senator Blair says, 
"in ignorance as dense as that in the jungles of Africa," and 
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■•- cities and throughout the States the con- 
vi:er. we have cause to be utterly disheartened, 
v ; .>in the cry "abolish the public schools." 
. <*• v*e statements are not true. Then surely they 
i-«!i . how great is beyond all calculation. Those 
...io by Key. Joseph Cook are carried far beyond the 
n -\ : »o constituted his audience when he delivered his 
.uv printed and circulated throughout this and 
riuit speech of Senator Blair was not made to 
.1.1 pin only, but to the civilized world. It is printed 
... »;.Milcu<«i by the tons. It goes into every educational 
v 'u«»iv. More than this, these statements made by 
.- :u- in-ill and high in authority live, and for a decade 
'. * will l»e <|iioU'd throughout Europe as evidence of 
. -i..i ,nilv of our public school system, but of our re- 
1*1 mi .»i ^nv eminent. 

* .tiiino luiw these figures, showing such a lamentable 
ii. in. >, mo secured by these gentlemen. The process 
...n.-li iiinple. They, in every case, deduct the school 
,. 1 1 .-in ilu- school census, and the difference is taken 
,, ,.*|.ii'niii».> > the number of children who are growing 
...i . k 1 1 . • w Irdj;c of reading and writing. The 7.500,000 
.i. ilu I mtcil States of school age who are growing up, 
ii.il, •! iioiH, " in absolute ignorance of the English 
,. til.* diitrivnee, as will be observed, between $10,- 
.«,. ..yi'i.'^iii' enrollment, of school children in the 
. .. ■ .oid ihe 1S.OOO.OOO, the aggregate school census. 
.,m,m.- ilu* number of growing illiterates in the cities 
i>iiii. in i-m-li case, subtracts the number of children 
,,, iii.- I'ulilic M-hooIs from the school census. As, for 
,,, ii... i .t m K *( i'hicago, the census is 137,035, and the 
... .n... I in (In* public schools is 59,562; subtracting the 
., 1 1,.. i .nun «i' have 77.473 children between the ages 
. i 1,,'uit i'iik whose names were not upon the school 
., i.nii^' ilu< \car for which this report was made, and 

i. .Jul t»l children in Chicago who, according to 

i.i.i, . 11,'iiifn, "will never know how to read and 
ii, .,i. 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 % nf this statement must be apparent to 
ii i. .til .u^ument. 

... win-re New Jersev stands in this dark cata- 

i iinllment list amounts to 90,074. This is tb^ 

...i , .1 r i.»w mg illiterates that must be placed to our 

i i,i •, it in l>« i includes children, as we all know, with* 

i ..i., mr hum live to eighteen. Let us imaging 

I,. n.i i.i.i array o( heathen before us, ana let u^ 
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endeavor to ascertain why their names are not included in the 
school enrollment list. 

From the reports made by the county and city superintend- 
ents we are able to ascertain the percentage of children of each 
age not attending school. And having the entire number for 
each age we are able to determine how many children there are 
of each age that go to make up this aggregate of 90,074 so-called 
illiterates in New Jersey. 

The figures are as follows : 

Number 5 years of age out of school 8,764 

" 6 " " " " 568 

" 7 " " " •' 268 

11 8 " " " " 268 

" 9 " " " " 268 

" 10 " " " " 536 

41 11 " " « " 1,569 

" 12 " " " " 2,975 

11 13 " " " " 5,641 

" 14 " " " " 11,132 

" J5 " " " " 15.423 

11 16 •' " " " 20.109 

" 17 " " " " , 22,553 

Total 90,074 

Of this vast army of 90,074 poor unfortunates who Senator 
Blair, in his tender compassion, says, "might as well have been 
in a heathen country," 8,764 are five years of age. Let us be- 
hold the awful spectacle, fi^e years of age and not attending 
school! ! Many of them appear well dressed ; some of them in- 
deed are even handsomely attired, and show evidence of coming 
from homes where they are surrounded not only with the com- 
forts of life, but with its luxuries. They appear bright and in- 
telligent, and it would seem quite possible that they might yet,' 
during the remaining years of their existence, be able to learn 
to call by name the letters of the English alphabet. Their 
mothers claim that they are too young to attend school, but 
this does not alter the case, their names are not among the en- 
rolled children in our public and private schools, and hence 
they are included in that list referred to by the Rev. Joseph 
Cook as " growing up without a knowledge of the English alpha- 
bet," and who, according to Senator Blair, " will never know 
how to read and write." 

Let us next consider the condition of those six years of age. 
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— :.i: are out of school. Many of them also 

-..:•: _-v.fn intelligent. In ascertaining why 

^ *r::.»ol we find that many of them are 

• - * * :heir mothers, and are already able to 
- -:u:e« of the lower grades; but their names 

i. registers, and hence they too are classed 
■ r:::!dte illiterates. 

_ : . i:.i nine years of age, but few in this 

. -k ox\. nnly 26S of each age, or one per 

: ri..H-r. Their absence may be temporary, 

i^-.'?< aiay be assigned. Many of them were 

• : v- .'. bo again next year, but this year 

\i ir\:! list represented by the difference 

-. . '..{•■ -e a : 1 » 1 the total census, and hence 

.; ■-■i ;«j .is dense as that in the jungles of 

»^- v j !: a ve 530, of those eleven 1,569, of 

■.iM-> :• r these being out of school 

-. • \ •:■£ to wealthy families, and are 

: •. .:? r special instructors at their 

v .i./r B'.air thinks, "might as well 

y <* i^v we have 5,641, of those fourteen 

\ . J : . We observe here how rapidiy 

.• >v.hvoI is increasing, and anyone 

» *•. a- \.:w< how large a proportion of 

■ •»-.% ,-c* .i^es. The great bulk of them 

v » •. .i'. course. They not only have 

• .:. .i\e Avjuired a good knowledge 

» • .i" .". :ye:iv\ and some of them have 

. » ^ •.Tv advanced, as history and 

\ .^ . ,| :'. % a: large but respectable class 

..;cs -.ii'ii'.ift: from thirteen to fifteen. 

. . x . .; »*r ::.<:r own support. They are 

., • v : . .-.:r s:ores and offices. They havo 

\ v » ^- ••"' ::'.e educational training they 

*/• .v's. They also, however, are 

..» i ■■»* ^ :.vse who " will never know 

». ..v- * \..v. % . .i:*.d seventeen years of age. 

•o /.v'..::*in in the schools of the 

• * .x- .-. ->e i\v ;iie time they reach the 

. ', vV .i/.vi ." X*00 of tliis aggregate of 

.v- . vsv a^vS. sixteen and seventeen. 

.» • s ^: a::* :r.ar school course. These 
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are classed as young men and young women. The majority of 
the former are in business, while the latter are engaged in home 
duties. Some of the young men at this age are pursuing their 
studies under private tutors preparatory to entering college ; and 
some of the young ladies seventeen years of age, we venture to 
believe, have already changed their names and are established 
in homes of their own. Still we are called upon to " behotd the 
awful record ;" these too are "growing up in ignorance as dense 
as that in the jungles of Africa." 

How extremely ludicrous this whole showing made by Senator 
Blair appears in view of these explanations. It is impossible to 
conceive how any rational being can take the figures represent- 
ing the school census, and enrolled attendance, and draw there- 
from such wild conclusions as those found in the Senator's 
speech and in the address delivered by Mr. Cook. If these state- 
ments had been made and these conclusions drawn by an inhab- 
itant of "the jungles of -Africa," they would have been less 
surprising. 

In several of the States the range of school age is from four to 
twenty-one, and in these the conclusions reached regarding the 
number of illiterates must appear still more ludicrous and 
absurd. 
It may be said in reply to all this that in my argument thus far 
! I have drawn largely upon ray fancy, and that I h&ve not actu- 
ally shown to what extent Senator Blair is in error in his sweep- 
ing assertions. In answer to this I am glad to say I too am able 
to "give the cold steel of reliable statistics." We have set out 
to ascertain in New Jersey, by actual count, the exact number 
of children of school age who can be classed as illiterates. In 
making this enumeration we include those between the ages of 
twelve and seventeen, both inclusive. Those children from five 
to eleven, inclusive, although they at present may be illiterate, 
have still abundant opportunity to acquire a knowledge of read- 
ing and writing, of which they may take advantage, and we are, 
therefore, not called upon to include them in the list of children 
who are illiterate and are likely to remain so. Another reason for 
not including thSm is the fact that statistics show us that nearly 
all the children of these ages, excepting the youngest, are in 
school. 

In this enumeration we have recorded the name, age, resi- 
dence, parentage and mental condition of every child in the 
State, between the ages of twelve and seventeen inclusive, unable 
to read and write. 

This canvass is completed in fourteen of our twenty-one coun- 
ties, excluding the cities. In these counties we find 919 child- 
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ren unable to read and write. Of this number five Are raute^ 
three are blind, and twenty-six are feeble minded. Taking thi ^ 
as our basis, and giving due credit to the fact that the percentage 
of enrollment in the cities is not as great as that in the rura~ 
districts, which will naturally give us a larger percentage o 
illiterates in the cities, we arrive at the probable number (^ 
illiterates for the State, which is 2,748. This amounts to seventy 
eight one-hundredths of one per cent, of the entire scho 
census. This enumeration of illiterates will be continued unti 
the canvass is made of the entire State including all her cities 
Then we shall have the actual number, and more than that, w« 
shall have on record the name and condition of ever}' child in- 
cluded in the entire list. For the present, it will be understooc 
that I have given the figures for about one-half of the State, anc 
that the statements I make are partially estimated. They can. 
not, however, be very wide of the facts. No statistics have eve 
been gathered in the State more carefully than these. 

This canvass thus shows us that instead of having 90,07- 
illiterates, as asserted by Senator Blair, we have but 2,74 
who can justly be claimed as belonging to this class ; ancfi 
that instead of twenty-six per cent, of our children bein^; 
illiterates, the actual number is less than one per cent. If it is 
contended that our enumeration should include those ten and 
eleven yeart of age also, we have but to increase the number we 
have by one-third of itself. This will give us 3,664, which is 
but a trifle over one per cent, of the entire census. If the in- 
vestigation we have made had shown that the statements set 
forth by Senator Blair were true, or that they approximated the 
truth, we would have had great reason to be discouraged. Now, 
on the contrary, since we know the actual facts, we have occasion 
for congratulation. 

Senator Blair in one part of his argument admits that it is 
better not to depend upon national aid in States where the sys- 
tems are efficient and the results satisfactory. I will quote his 
exact language. He says: "I am glad to admit that whenever 
the State or the local community is able to sufficiently instruct 
its youth it should do so, and that the national aid should be 
invoked only when made necessary by local neglect or inability." 

We desire to take the Senator at his word, and to insist that, 
so far as New Jersey is concerned, national aid is unnecessary. 

The bill introduced in Congress by Senator Blair and advo- 
cated in the address to which I have referred, providing for 
national aid for education, proposes that $15,000,000 shall be 
apportioned among the States the first year; $14,000,000 the 
second year, and so on, reducing the amount annually until ten 
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payments have been made, when the aid shall be withdrawn 
altogether and the States again left to support their own systems. 
The author of the bill is not in favor of making national aid 
a permanent feature in our school system. 

This temporary disturbance of existing school systems cannot 
but result in great harm. If this feature is desirable at all it 
ought to be made permanent, but to this I would also strongly 
object. 

We, in New Jersey, have a school system that is the result of 
many year's experience. Its features, in the main, are such as 
the existing circumstances in our State have shown to be wise. 
It meets our requirements and secures for us educational results 
which, in view of the few illiterate children we have, must be 
regarded as reasonably satisfactory. 

Our system yields us sufficient revenue to meet the average 
expenses incurred in maintaining our schools. If the govern- 
ment should make fin appropriation of, say, $200,000 to the 
State, the legislature would doubtless reduce our school revenue, 
secured by State taxation, equal to that amount, and we would 
he fortunate if the reduction did not exceed the sum received 
from the government. This risk at least would be incurred. 
But passing this possibility, is it wise to thus disturb our existing 
systems ? It can do us no good, and in view of the fact that 
this national aid is to vary from year to year and ultimately 
cease, it will so unsettle our system as to work great injury. In 
order that our system shall retain the character of permanency 
which it has at present, the importance of which is appreciated 
by all, our own State sj r stern would undergo annual readjustment 
until it was again brought back to the shape it is in at present, 
when the State will again be left to furnish all the support. This 
repeated readaptation of a State system to the varying condi- 
tions of the national aid afforded, first reducing our revenue and 
then annually increasing it, appears ludicrous, and would neces- 
sarily result in the weakening of public interest and confidence 
in our educational work. 

I have here, for argument's sake, taken it for granted that 
national aid, as its friends propose, will only be temporary ; that, 
after the lapse of the time specified in the bill, it will be with- 
drawn. I am far from believing, however, that this will be the 
case. We have every reason to rest assured that if this feature 
is engrafted upon our system it will become permanent. 

The advocates of the measure urge, as an argument in its 
favor, the fact that the aid proposed is to be temporary. If we, 
therefore, are able to show that the scheme is likely to become 
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the other hand, should every district and city be compelled to 
furnish seats for fifty or fifty-five per cent, of the children in- 
cluded in the school census, there would at once be an increase 
of from 15,000 to 20,000 in our School enrollment. Such a 
measure at present would apply to the following cities whose 
percentages of accommodations, beginning with the lowest, are 
in the order named : Jersey City, Elizabeth, Orange, Trenton, 
Newark, Hoboken, Gloucester City, Passaic, and New Brunswick. 

AGES OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

In Table XIII. is given the number of children between the 
ages of five and six, between six and seven, &c, enrolled in the 
schools of the several cities. Table XIV. gives the percentage 
of children of the various ages in the city schools. Fifty-nine 
per cent, of the children enrolled in the city schools are between 
six and eleven years of age, while only nine per ceut. are over 
fourteen years of a£e. Gloucester City reports eleven per cent 
of the total number enrolled as being between five and six years 
of age — the highest of any of the cities ; Millville is next with 
ten per cent. There are no children of this age in the schools of 
Plainfield. The maximum percentage in Atlantic City is twelve 
per cent., being between the ages of eight and ten ; in Bridgeton 
it is twelve per cent, from seven to ten ; in Camden it is twelve, 
between eight and nine ; in Elizabeth it is twelve, between 
eleven and twelve; in Gloucester City it is sixteen, between six 
and seven— the same percentage is again reached between nine 
and ten ; in Hoboken it is thirteen, between eight and nine; in 
Jersey City it is thirteen, between nine and ten; in Millville it 
is tfiirteen, from seven to nine ; in Morristown it is eleven, be- 
tween eight and nine, the same percentage being again reached 
between ten and eleven ; in Newark it is thirteen, from five to 
ten ; in New ^Brunswick it is thirteen, between six and seven ; in 
Orange it is thirteen, between seven and eight, the same per- 
centage being again reached between nine and ten ; in Passaicit 
is thirteen, between seven and eight; in Paterson it is thirteeu, 
between five and six, the same percentage being again reached 
between eight and nine; in Perth Amboy it is thirteen, between 
six and seven ; in Phillipsburg it is fifteen, from seven to nine; 
in Plainfield it is fifteen, between ten and eleven ; in Rah way it 
is twelve, between eight and nine ; in Salem it is eleven, between 
nine and ten, and in Trenton it is thirteen, from nine to eleven. 

The following table shows the percentages of children of the 
different ages in the schools of the cities : 
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Percentage of enrolled pupils In the cities between 5 and 6 years of age 06 
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Fifty-one per cent, of all the children in the cities are in the 
public schools, nineteen per cent, are in private schools, and 
thirty per cent, have attended no school during the year. 

ILLITERACY AND NATIONAL AID TO EDUCATION. 

' In an address on the " Evil of Illiteracy ," delivered by the 
Rev. Joseph Gook, extracts from which were printed in the 
Pennsylvania School Journal for May, 1883, 1 find the following 
astounding statement : 

" This nation (the United States) is now charged with the edu- 
cation of 18,000,000 of children and youth. Of these 10,500,000 
are enrolled in public and private schools; * * * 7,500,00u, 
or five-twelfths of the whole, are growing up in absolute ignor- 
ance of the English alphabet." 

Commenting on these figures, he asserts (to quote his own 
words), "that instead of being, as a whole, at the front of the 
educational advance of civilization, our proud nation is gradu- 
ally dropping into a laggard place." 

Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, in a speech delivered in 
the United States Senate, advocating national aid for our public 
schools, gives elaborate tables showing the condition of the pub- 
lic schools in the several States, and claims that the State school 
systems are defective, and that large numbers of our children 
are growing up in absolute ignorance. He says: " I am able to 
give the country the cold steel of reliable statistics." Among 
the statistics given is a table showing the school population, en- 
rollment, average attendance, and percentage not enrolled for 
eighty-five cities. Jersey City, Newark and Paterson are in- 
cluded in this table. 

I will now quote, in the Senator's own words, the conclusions 
at which he arrives after the study of this table. 

" These cities, he says, contain an aggregate school population 
of 2,052,923, of whom 1,302,776, or three-fifths, are enrolled; 
that is, are more or less instructed during the school year, while 
only 858,533, or two-fifths, fully avail themselves of the advant- 
ages provided, and more than one-third never enter the school 
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room at all. Some of these* may attend private schools, but not 
a large proportion, for the whole number of pupils in private 
schools, out of a total of 15,303,535 in the country, is only 
567,160." 

" In thirty-four of these cities from 50 to 82 per cent, of the 
children are not enrolled at all ; that is, they will never know 
how to read or write." • 

" New York has a school population of 385,000, of whom 
270,000 are enrolled, 114,000 are not enrolled at all, and the 
average attendance is but 132,000." 

"The average attendance in Cincinnati is 27,000, less than 
one-third the whole number, while 51,000 are not enrolled at all. 
It does not relieve this dark picture to say that these must be in 
private schools, fop out of the school population of the entire 
State, numbering 1,043,320, only 28,650 are in private schools.. 
Of these, probably not more than 10,000 can be found in Cin- 
cinnati. There are more than 40,000 children, then, in that 
great city to-day who are growing up in ignorance as dense as 
that of the jungles of Africa, while they are subjected to the 
influence of the sharpened culture of civilized vice. Yet Cin- 
cinnati is one of the best of our great cities, and Ohio is a model 
State." 

"Chicago enrolls less than half — 43 per cent. — of her children 
in the public schools; less than one-third are habitually in 
school ; 77,473, or 57 per cent., never attend at all. Very few of 
these receive instruction in private schools." 

"St. Louis has a school population of 106,000; 55,000 8re en- 
rolled ; 36,000 is the average attendance ; 50,000 are growing up 
in the savage state aggravated by those capacities for proficiency 
in evil which come from contact with civilized depravity." 

" Milwaukee has 38,000 children of school age ; the average 
attendance is 11,000; 20,000, or 55 per cent., are not enrolled, 
and all, or nearly all, of these might as well have been born in 
a heathen as in a civilized country, so far as schools are con- 
cerned." 

"This," says the Senator, "seems incredible, but these are the 
figures. They ought not to lie, for we have .paid for accuracy 
and completeness. At this rate, before another census, we shall 
h ave passed the line, and there will be more children in this 
c-mntry out of the schools than in them, and before half a century 
ignorance and its consequences will unquestionably have over- 
thrown the Republic. We have reached the crisis of our fate. 

"But it is useless," the Senator continues, " to specify these 
deadly instances. The cities of our country have been our pride. 
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Behold the awful record. The revelation of these facts ought to 
overwhelm us with shame. 91 

This is a dark picture these gentlemen have drawn for us, and 
the only remedy that is sufficient to cure the evil, they say, is 
National Aid to Education. They assert that the States have 
failed in their attempts to educate the children, and that now 
the government must step in and grant the necessary assistance. 

In the Senator's entire address urging national aid there is 
but this one reason given, viz.: the present and growing illiter- 
acy of the country. 

On a certain occasion, at a meeting of scientific gentlemen, 
the question was asked why it was that a tub of water with a 
live fish in it weighed no more than the tub of water without 
the fish. Various theories were advanced and discussed, when 
finally a young man in the association ventured to ask if the 
statement made was true. 

Emboldened by the young man's example, we are disposed to 
ask are these statements made by Senator Blair true? We will 
at the outset seek an answer to this question, although the hon- 
orable Senator tells us that he gives us " the cold steel of reliable 
statistics" ; " that his figures ought not to lie, for he has paid for 
accuracy." 

It has been our proud boast that we are foremost among the 
nations of the earth in this work of education. Is this, then, but 
a delusion ? and must we now be told that, instead of being in 
the advance ranks, " we are among the laggards " ? 

If these figures and assertions are true, we agree with the Sen- 
ator that they are sufficient to " overwhelm us with shame." 

So astounding are the statements made, so great the evils por- 
trayed, so fearful the consequences predicted, that instead of 
looking to the national government for aid, the more natural 
conclusion to arrive at is that our whole educational scheme is a 
gigantic and disgraceful failure ; that the means of remedy are 
beyond anything that lies within the power of the State to pro- 
vide or the government to furnish. If the States and cities after 
investing $300,000,000 in school property, and spending $100,* 
000,000 annually in teachers' salaries, can make no better show- 
ing than this, then let us save the money we pay in school taxes ; 
— sell our school buildings for pauper asylums for these growing 
" heathen," and discharge the two hundred thousand teachers 
now in public employ. If, after all we have done, we must be 
told that even in sixteen of the great cities of the North, includ- 
ing Chicago, Cincinnati, Albany and Newark, from fifty to sixty 
per cent, of the children are growing up, as Senator Blair says, 
"in ignorance as dense as that in the jungles of Africa," and 
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that in the remaining cities and throughout the States the con- 
dition is but little better, we have cause to be utterly disheartened, 
and we are ready to join the cry "abolish the public schools." 

But suppose these statements are not true. Then surely they 
do us great harm ; how great is beyond all calculation. Those 
utterances made by Rev. Joseph Cook are carried far beyond the 
ears of those who constituted his audience when he delivered his 
lecture. They are printed and circulated throughout this and 
other countries. That speech of Senator Blair was not made to 
his fellow Senators only, but to the civilized world. It is printed 
and spread broadcast by the tons. It goes into every educational 
centre in Europe. More than this, these statements made by 
persons so eminent and high in authority live, and for a decade 
to come they will be quoted throughout Europe as evidence of 
the failure not only of our public school system, but of our re- 
publican form of government. 

Let us examine how these figures, showing such a lamentable 
state of illiteracy, are secured by these gentlemen. The process 
is exceedingly simple. They, in every case, deduct the school 
enrollment from the school census, and the difference is taken 
by them as expressing the number of children who are growing 
up without a knowledge of reading and writing. The 7.500,000 
children in the United States of school age who are growing up, 
as Mr. Cook asserts, "in absolute ignorance of the English 
alphabet," is the difference, as will be observed, between $10,- 
500,000, the aggregate enrollment, of school children in the 
United States, and the 18,000,000, the aggregate school census. 
In ascertaining the number of growing illiterates in the cities 
Senator Blair, in each case, subtracts the number of children 
enrolled in the public schools from the school census. As, for 
instance, in the case of Chicago, the census is 137,035, and the 
number enrolled in the public schools is 59,562; subtracting the 
latter from the former we have 77,473 children between the ages 
of six and twenty-one whose names were not upon the school 
enrollment during the year for which this report was made, and 
this is the number of children in Chicago who, according to 
Senator Blair's figures, " will never know how to read and 
write." The absurdity of this statement must be apparent to 
every one, without argument. 

Let us now see where New Jersey stands in this dark cata- 
logue. Her non-enrollment list amounts to 90,074. This is the 
fearful number of growing illiterates that must be placed to our 
discredit. This number includes children, as we all know, with 
varying ages ranging from five to eighteen. Let us imagine 
that we have this vast array of heathen before us, ana let us 
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endeavor to ascertain why their names are not included in the 
school enrollment list. 

From the reports made by the county and city superintend- 
ents we are able to ascertain the percentage of children of each 
age not attending school. And having the entire number for 
each age we are able to determine how many children there are 
of each age that go to make up this aggregate of 90,074 so-called 
illiterates in New Jersey. 

The figures are as follows : 

Number 5 years of age out of school 8,764 

568 

268 

268 

268 

536 

1,569 

2,975 

5,641 

11,132 

15.423 

20.109 

, 22,553 
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Total 90,074 

Of this vast army of 90,074 poor unfortunates who Senator 
Blair, in his tender compassion, says, "might as well have been 
in a heathen country," 8,764 are five years of age. Let us be- 
hold the awful spectacle, fi^e years of age and not attending 
schooll ! Many of them appear well dressed ; some of them in- 
deed are even handsomely attired, and show evidence of coming 
from homes where they are surrounded not only with the com- 
forts of life, but with its luxuries. They appear bright and in- 
telligent, and it would seem quite possible that they might yet,' 
during the remaining years of their existence, be able to learn 
to call by name the letters of the English alphabet. Their 
mothers claim that they are too young to attend school, but 
this does not alter the case, their names are not among the en- 
rolled children in our public and private schools, and hence 
they are included in that list referred to by the Rev. Joseph 
Cook as " growing up without a knowledge of the English alpha- 
bet," and who, according to Senator Blair, " will never know 
how to read and write." 

Let us next consider the condition of those six years of age. 
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We have 568 of those that are out of school. Many of them also 
appear well dressed and even intelligent. In ascertaining why 
they are not attending school we find that many of them are 
being taught at home by their mothers, and are already able to 
read fluently in the readers of the lower grades; but their names 
are not in the school registers, and hence they too are classed 
with the army of unfortunate illiterates. 

Of those seven, eight, and nine years of age, but few in this 
State are found out of school, only 268 of each age, or one per 
cent, of the entire number. Their absence may be temporary, 
for which various reasons may be assigned. Many of them were 
in school last year, and will be again next year, but this year 
they are included in that fearful list represented by the difference 
between the enrolled attendance and the total census, and hence 
are growing up in " ignorance as dense as that in the jungles of 
Africa. 

Of those ten years of age we have 536, of those eleven 1,569, of 
those twelve 2,975. The reasons for these being out of school 
are various. Many of them belong to wealthy families, and are 
receiving a superior education under special instructors at their 
own homes. They too, Senator Blair thinks, " might as well 
have been bcrn in a heathen country." 

Of those thirteen years of age we have 5,641, of those fourteen 
11,132, of those fifteen 15,423. We observe here how rapidly 
the number of those out of school is increasing, and anyone 
having had charge of a school knows how large a proportion of 
our children leave school at these ages. The great bulk of them 
have finished their educational course. They not only have 
learned to /ead and write, but have acquired a good knowledge 
of geography, grammar, and arithmetic, and some of them have 
even pursued branches still more advanced, as history and 
kindred studies. They belong to that large but respectable class 
of children who, at these ages, ranging from thirteen to fifteen, 
must begin to earn something for their own support. They are 
in our factories, our shops, and our stores and offices. They havo 
secured their positions because of the educational training they 
have already received in our schools. They also, however, are 
classed, without question, as among those who " will never know 
how to read and write." 

We have remaining those sixteen and seventeen years of age. 
Ninety-nine per cent, of all the children in the schools of the 
cities complete their school course by the time they reach the 
age of sixteen. Between 40,000 and 5u,000 of this aggregate of 
90,074 illiterates have reached these ages, sixteen and seventeen. 
Their education closed with the grammar school course. These 
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are classed as young men and young women. The majority of 
the former are in business, while the latter are engaged in home 
duties. Some of the young men at this age are pursuing their 
studies under private tutors preparatory to entering college ; and 
some of the young ladies seventeen years of age, we venture to 
believe, have already changed their names and are established 
in homes of their own. Still we are called upon to " behold the 
awful record ;" these too are "growing up in ignorance as dense 
as that in the jungles of Africa." 

How extremely ludicrous this whole showing made by Senator 
Blair appears in view of these explanations. It is impossible to 
conceive how any rational being can take the figures represent- 
ing the school census, and enrolled attendance, and draw there- 
from such wild conclusions as those found in the Senator's 
speech and in the address delivered by Mr. Cook. If these state- 
ments had been made and these conclusions drawn by an inhab- 
itant of "the jungles of -Africa," they would have been less 
surprising. 

In several of the States the range of school age is from four to 
twenty-one, and in these the conclusions reached regarding the 
number of illiterates must appear still more ludicrous and 
absurd. 

It may be said in reply to all this that in my argument thus far 
I have drawn largely upon my fancy, and that I have not actu- 
ally shown to what extent Senator Blair is in error in his sweep- 
ing assertions. In answer to this I am glad to say I too am able 
to " give the cold steel of reliable statistics." We have set out 
to ascertain in New Jersey, by actual count, the exact number 
of children of school age who can be classed as illiterates. In 
making this enumeration we include those between the ages of 
twelve and seventeen, both inclusive. Those children from five 
to eleven, inclusive, although they at present may be illiterate, 
have still abundant opportunity to acquire a knowledge of read- 
ing and writing, of which they may take advantage, and we are, 
therefore, not called upon to include them in the list of children 
who are illiterate and are likely to remain so. Another reason for 
not including them is the fact that statistics show us that nearly 
all the children of these ages, excepting the youngest, are in 
school. 

In this enumeration we have recorded the name, age, resi- 
dence, parentage and mental condition of every child in the 
State, between the ages of twelve and seventeen inclusive, unable 
to read and write. 

This canvass is completed in fourteen of our twenty-one coun- 
ties, excluding the cities. In these counties we find 919 child- 
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ren unable to read and write. Of this number five Are mutes, 
three are blind, and twenty-six are feeble minded. Taking this 
as our basis, and giving due credit to the fact that the percentage 
of enrollment in the cities is not as great as that in the rural 
districts, which will naturally give us a larger percentage of 
illiterates in the cities, we arrive at the probable number of 
illiterates for the State, which is 2,748. This amounts to seventy- 
eight one-hundredths of one per cent, of the entire school 
census. This enumeration of illiterates will be continued until 
the canvass is made of the entire State including all her cities. 
Then we shall have the actual number, and more than that, we 
shall have on record the name and condition of every child in- 
cluded in the entire list. For the present, it will be understood 
that I have given the figures for about one-half of the State, and 
that the statements I make are partially estimated. They can- 
not, however, be very wide of the facts. No statistics have ever 
been gathered in the State more carefully than these. 

This canvass thus shows us that instead of having 90,074 
illiterates, as asserted by Senator Blair, we have but 2,748 
who can justly be claimed as belonging to this class ; and 
that instead of twenty-six per cent, of our children being 
illiterates, the actual number is less than one per cent. If it is 
contended that our enumeration should include those ten and 
eleven years of age also, we have but to increase the number we 
have by one-third of itself. This will give us 3,664, which is 
but a trifle over one per cent, of the entire census. If the in- 
vestigation we have made had shown that the statements set 
forth by Senator Blair were true, or that they approximated the 
truth, we would have had great reason to be discouraged. Now, 
on the contrary, since we know the actual facts, we have occasion 
for congratulation. 

Senator Blair in one part of his argument admits that it is 
better not to depend upon national aid in States where the sys- 
tems are efficient and the results satisfactory. I will quote his 
exact language. He says: "I am glad to admit that whenever 
the State or the local community is able to sufficiently instruct 
its youth it should do so, and that the national aid should be 
invoked only when made necessary by local neglect or inability." 

We desire to take the Senator at his word, and to insist that, 
so far as New Jersey is concerned, national aid is unnecessary. 

The bill introduced in Congress by Senator Blair and advo- 
cated in the address to which I have referred, providing for 
national aid for education, proposes that $15,000,000 shall be 
apportioned among the States the first year; $14,000,000 th e 
second year, and so on, reducing the amount annually until to* 1 
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payments have been made, when the aid shall be withdrawn 
altogether and the States again left to support their own systems. 

The author of the bill is not in favor of making national aid 
a permanent feature in our school system. 

This temporary disturbance of existing school systems cannot 
but result in great harm. If this feature is desirable at all it 
ought to be made permanent, but to this I would also strongly 
object. 

We, in New Jersey, have a school system that is the result of 
many year's experience. Its features, in the main, are such as 
the existing circumstances in our State have shown to be wise. 
It meets our requirements and secures for us educational results 
which, in view of the few illiterate children we have, must be 
regarded as reasonably satisfactory. 

Our system yields us sufficient revenue to meet the average 
expenses incurred in maintaining our schools. If the govern- 
ment should make fin appropriation of, say, $200,000 to the 
State, the legislature would doubtless reduce our school revenue, 
secured by State taxation, equal to that amount, and we would 
be fortunate if the reduction did not exceed the sum received 
from the government. This risk at least would be incurred. 
But passing this possibility, is it wise to thus disturb our existing 
systems? It can do us no good, and in view of the fact that 
this national aid is to vary from year to year and ultimately 
cease, it will so unsettle our system as to work great injury. In 
order that our system shall retain the character of permanency 
which it has at present, the importance of which is appreciated 
by all, our own State system would undergo annual readjustment 
until it was again brought back to the shape it is in at present, 
when the State will again be left to furnish all the support. This 
repeated readaptation of a State system to the varying condi- 
tions of the national aid afforded, first reducing our revenue and 
then annually increasing it, appears ludicrous, and would neces- 
sarily result in the weakening of public interest and confidence 
in our educational work. 

I have here, for argument's sake, taken it for granted that 
national aid, as its friends propose, will only be temporary ; that, 
after the lapse of the time specified in the bill, it will be with- 
drawn. I am far from believing, however, that this will be the 
case. We have every reason to rest assured that if this feature 
is engrafted upon our system it will become permanent. 

The advocates of the measure urge, as an argument in its 
favor, the fact that the aid proposed is to be temporary. If we, 
therefore, are able to show that the scheme is likely to become 
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permanent, we present an argument against the proposition 
which ought to be considered even by its friends as conclusive. 

Let us examine this phase of the question. 

The government makes an appropriation of $15,000,000 to the 
States with the understanding that for a certain period of time 
it will be annually repeated. The State systems of education 
are all made to conform to this new financial condition. And, 
as provided in the bill, forty-eight commissioners of education, 
with salaries ranging from $3,000 to $5,000, are appointed by 
the Secretary of the Interior, to supervise the distribution and 
use of this money, and to make reports of their action to the 
general government. These officials are provided with clerks 
and office accommodations. A grand national educational ma- 
chine is thus put into operation. Its centre is in Washington 
and its ramifications extend into every State and Territory in 
the Union. Does this look like a temporary scheme? The 
functions and importance of the Bureau of Education at Wash- 
ington would be greatly increased. Are there any instances on 
record where a department of the government willingly consented 
to a restriction of its powers and authority ? How will it be 
with these forty-eight officers with fat salaries? Will the time 
ever come when they will agree that the country is no longer in 
need of their services, or they no longer in need of their sala- 
ries? 

As to the States that are the recipients of these gifts of the 
government. How soon will they be ready to say to the depart- 
ment at Washington we do not need your help any longer? 
Does giving create a spirit of self-reliance ? The tendency, as is 
well known, is just in the opposite direction. We are not to be 
deceived with the promise that this gigantic scheme is for the 
sole purpose of affording temporary help. When this new feature 
is engrafted upon our State educational systems it is here to stay. 
It will require much less effort to retain the system after it is in 
operation than it now costs to secure it. If the present friends of 
the measure, by their exertions, succeed in getting this bill 
through Congress, does any one doubt their ability to continue 
its operations after they have the assistance of forty-eight officers 
who are interested in its continuance to the extent of from $3,000 
to $5,000 a year ? 

We have a Blair, the Senator, and a Cook, the Reverend, who 
are able to show, by their remarkable ability at ciphering, that 
this country is upon the verge of destruction, and that total ruin 
can only be averted by granting government aid to education. 
Will the time ever arrive when we will be without men thus 
skillful in figures? 
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But it may be asked why object to the scheme although .it 
lould prove permanent? We ought not to be called upon to 
iswer this question, for the reason that no one, as yet, has made 
ich a proposition. Those advocating the measure are very 
jsirous of beinjj understood as only favoring it for a specified 
?riod. They are shrewd enough to know that the natural in- 
incts of the American people would be aroused against the 
leasure if it was supposed that it was to become permanent, 
he idea is un-American. The entire scheme is the most dan- 
erous encroachment, on the part of the government, upon the 
rerogatives of the States that has ever been proposed. Let the 
>lan go into operation, and we have a double-headed educational 
ystem, with two sources of income, two sets of supervising offi- 
ers, and two sets of reports. Can these two branches, having 
irailar powers and the same jurisdiction, continue and work in 
mrinony ? Will they always agree as to where the authority of 
he one terminates and that of the ether begins ? Experience 
ells ua no. One must give way, and it is the stronger that will 
ibsorb the weaker. Not only will this feature of the national 
government become permanent, but it will naturally increase its 
powers and prerogatives until it supplants the State systems en- 
tirely. Let the government grant its aid and the time is not far 
distant when the States will become indifferent, and the educa- 
tion their children receive will be measured by what the gov- 
ernment does. 

" I cannot divest myself of the feeling," says the Senator, " that 
Congress is bound to supervise the actual use of the public 
money. It should no more put the national treasury under the 
State governments than it should put the army under command 
of the Governor of that State which might chance to be the 
theatre of public war." 

I feel that I am not mistaken when I say that the people of 
New Jersey are proud of their school system and of their schools. 
This pride does much to create and sustain a popular feeling in 
favor of public education. They willingly and gladly contribute 
toward the support of the school system. Substitute for the 
State system a governmental system, and are the people likely to 
feel that samejlegree of interest they now manifest ? 

Government aid to education is a European idea. The Schools 
abroad are what the government makes them. The officers are 
the appointees of the government; the funds for the support of 
the schools are mainly contributed by the government ; the 
teachers are paid by the government, and the school buildings 
*re owned by the government. 

While abroad I took occasion to visit one or more schools in 
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nearly every city I entered. Those visits satisfied me that we in 
this country have little to learn in this work from the countries 
of Europe. Notwithstanding Rev. Joseph Cook's assertions to 
the contrary, I am satisfied that we rank foremost among the 
nations of the earth in the character of our school buildings; 
in school furniture; in school appliances, and in methods of 
teaching. I saw more vacant seats in the schools of Europe that 
I visited than ban be found in the same number of schools here. 
Our public schools are patronized by a better class of citizeus 
than those abroad. Why, therefore, change the radical feature 
of our school system and make it conform to that which prevails* 
in Europe, while the results we now achieve are so much more 
satisfactory than those secured abroad ? 

I have already referred to the fact that the school buildings 
in Europe are erected and owned by the general government. 
This, at least, is the case in many of the countries. This idea, 
too, is received with favor by some of our legislators, for there is 
also a bill before Congress which provides, that under certain 
conditions, our general government shall erect and own our 
school houses. 

This country is constructed upon too stupendous a scale to 
render it possible for us to manage our school interests through 
the instrumentality of the general government. Being so vast 
in extent it is most fortunate that we are subdivided into States, 
each having a perfect government with its three departments, 
the legislative, the executive, and the judicial. There are some 
interests that must be managed by the general government; 
there are others that are safer if left to the States. Among the 
latter is the education of our children. It is absurd to suppose 
that the government at Washington and its appointed officers 
will or can do more for the education and training of our child- 
ren in New Jersey than Jersey men and Jersey women, the 
fathers and mothers of those children. If this policy, that is 
now proposed, had been put in operation fifty ye$rs ago, we, to- 
day, would not have been the strong and prosperous nation we 
now are. New Jersey would not then have boasted of her school 
property valued at nearly $7,000,000; of her school fund of 
nearly $3,000,000 ; of her 3,600 teachers. She could not then 
have proved the efficiency of her system by the record she has 
at present, viz., that out of a school population of 349,242, only. 
2,748 are likely to grow to be men and women unable to read 
and write. A much stronger argument could then have been 
made in favor of State aid for education than can now be made 
in favor of national aid. Had this been the policy established 
fifty years ago, we would have learned to depend upon the gov- 
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ernroent for the support of our schools; we, as a State, would 
have grown indifferent, and our work and results would have 
"been measured by the amount of government aid afforded. 

I have in my argument thus far referred only to New Jersey. 
I have endeavored to show that New Jersey needs no assistance 
at the hands of the general government in the work of educating 
her children ; that she is better off without that assistance. I 
do not wish to be understood, as regarding New Jersey, as in 
anywise exceptional in this matter. Nearly all of the Northern 
States, I am satisfied, can make nearly, if not fully, as good a 
showing as we do, and the same reasons that seem potent against 
disturbing our system must apply with equal force in the case of 
every other northern State. 

It is our duty next to consider the effect of this measure upon 
the Southern States. There the conditions for the growth and 
development of the State systems have not been so favorable as 
with us. They have a larger class of grossly ignorant than \ye 
have, and their business interests are not so prosperous. But 
even these adverse circumstances are by many greatly exag- 
gerated. 

We know that in some of the Southern States many branches 
of business are in a thriving condition, and the people are grow- 
ing more and more prosperous year by year. But we are not 
disposed to base any argument on these statements. It matters 
not how poor they are, or how many illiterates they have, it will 
be far better for them to rely upon their own resources in estab- 
lishing their systems of public instruction, than to relax their 
efforts and depend upon help from the government. Inasmuch 
as I believe, as I have already stated, that if the policy of furnish- 
ing government aid had been applied to New Jersey fifty years 
ago the present standard of her schools would have beeu much 
lower than now; so must I believe that if the policy is applied 
to the Southern States now their condition fifty years hence will 
not be as good as it will be if they learn, as we learned, to build 
up and sustain their own systems by their own exertions. 

There is another argument in favor of leaving the States free 
to regulate their school affairs as they deem best, viz., the stim- 
ulus afforded by the comparison of results secured in each 
State as compared with those obtained in others. Any improve- 
ment in school methods or school machinery that is adopted by 
one State is noted and, to a greater or less extent, adopted by 
others. Thus a friendly spirit of rivalry is created that does 
much to broaden our various systems and to increase their effi- 
ciency. Should Senator Blair's bill, or any other bill of similar 
import, become a law, this incentive would, in a great measure. 
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be removed, and each State would gradually lower its educa- 
tional standard. 

I have given no attention to that part of Senator Blair's speech 
which refers to our illiterate adult population because this has 
nothing to do with the question. It cannot be held that we are 
remiss in our educational work because ship loads of ignorant 
foreigners are constantly being landed upon our shores and 
distributed over this and other States. 

It is proposed to make illiteracy in the several States the basis 
upon which the government aid shall be distributed. There 
certainly is no good reason for including the adult illiterates in 
this basis, for this class cannot derive any benefit therefrom, nor 
will the help thus afforded tend in any wise to reduce their 
numbers. 

The whole scheme appears ludicrous in the extreme when we 
consider the insignificance of the amount the government pro- 
poses to appropriate, ranging, during the ten years the bill is to 
remain in operation, from one-seventh to one-twentieth of the 
aggregate amount now expended by the States for educational 
purposes. In New Jersey it would amount to thirty-five cents 
per child the first year and twelve cents per child the last, de- 
creasing two* and one-half cents annually. 

It will require but ten years for this beneficent measure to re- 
main in force, and the illiteracy of the country will no longer 
"overwhelm us with shame;" "ignorance and its consequences" 
which now are so rapidly working the "overthrow of the Re- 
public " will be wiped out; "the crisis of our fate as a nation 
will be averted " ; children will find it to their advantage to be 
born here rather than in a " heathen country," and in intelli- 
gence they will outrank the inhabitants of the "jungles of Africa." 
The entire scheme is a delusion. 

What is it that gives such potency to the money coming from 
Washington ? An average of $10,000,000 annually for ten years 
is to do more in wiping out illiteracy in the country than the 
States have been able to accomplish in fifty years by an expend- 
iture of twenty times that amount. 

We have a country with thirty-eight strong and vigorous State 
organizations, each having a school system wholly its own with 
distinctive features and the source of its pride. In some respects 
these organizations may be defective and the results unsatisfac- 
tory, but the remedy is not to be found in destroying or weak- 
ening their independence. The growth and strength of these 
State systems are best promoted by leaving them alone subjected 
as they are to the powerful stimulus of friendly rivalry. 

Sad will be the day when we in New Jersey have not what 
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can be called a New Jersey system of education. Bat little less 
to be regretted will be the time when the system we have can- 
not be called wholly our own. 

Self-exertion developes strength, and the want of it results in 
weakness. Let a man depend upon some one else than himself 
for support and his manhood and self-respect are gone. So it is 
with the State. Just in proportion as it depends upon the na- 
tional treasury for support, just to that extent will it become 
weak and indifferent. 

Our State organization is the most distinctive feature of our 
republican form of government. It, at the same time, is the most 
important. In no other respect does our government differ so 
widely from those of Europe. The more we weaken the State 
the nearer we approach European ideas and methods. Destroy 
it altogether, and our republican form of government is at an 
end. 

Let the State depend upon the national' treasury for its sup- 
port and it will depend upon the national government for every- 
thing. 

In conclusion, let me say : our children are the dearest treasures 
we possess; their interests are our interests, and so long as our 
hands possess their cunning we will do what lies in our power 
to promote their educational welfare. We are able to show that 
they are not growing up illiterate, but this record is by no 
means the measure of what we have done or intend to do. The 
great bulk of our children are receiving a fair education in all 
the rudimentary branches, and a reasonable proportion of them 
pursue studies of a higher grade. Let it be our further purpose 
to make our school system more and more efficient, so that our 
children, year by year, may receive a better and a broader edu- 
cation. Let us, as Jerseymeu, give hearty and liberal support to 
our schools, and let us stand as one man in defence of the grand 
results we have achieved, firmly resolving at the same time that 
we will make the results in the future still grander. 

ELLIS A. APGAR, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
6 
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It is with exceeding regret that I am called upon to record the 
death of William L. Dickinson, one of our county superintend- 
ents. Mr. Dickinson was elected superintendent of Hudson 
county by the State Board of Education on the twenty-fifth day 
of April, 1867. This position, by subsequent re-elections, he 
continued to fill until the day of his death, which occurred on 
the third of November, 1883. His term of service was sixteen 
years, six months -and eight days. 

Mr. Dickinson was a natural born teacher, and those qualifica- 
tions that fitted him for the position of instructor rendered his 
services especially valuable as a supervisor of others whose busi- 
ness it was to instruct. 

He possessed the confidence of the entire community in which 
he labored ; while the teachers with whom he was more inti- 
mately associated in his work entertained for him feelings of 
love and respect akin to those a child feels for his father. In all 
that he did he was ever actuated by the purest motives and by 
the most exalted sense of justice and honesty. 

Not only have Jersey City and Hudson county cause to mourn 
the loss of Mr. Dickinson, but in his death the cause of educa- 
tion in a broader field has lost one of its truest friends and most 
earnest advocates. 
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TABLE II— (Continued). 
Jersey, for the School Year ending AugvM 31, 1883. 
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TABLE III. 

School Districts and School Census. 
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TABLE IV. 

School Terms and District Tax. 
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TABLE V. 
Percentage of Census Attending the Schools in the Counties. 
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TABLE VII. 
School Property in the Counties. 
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School Property in the Cities. 
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TABLE IX. 

School Property in the Counties. — ( Continued.) 
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TABLE X 
School Property in the Cities — (Continued). 
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TABLE XL— (Continued.) 
Schools of the Counties. 
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TABLE XII— (Continued). 



Schools of the Cities. 
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TABLE XIII. 
Aga of School ChUdvtn in the OUUt. 
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TABLE XIV. 
Percentage of Ages of School Children in the OUies. 
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Financial Report 
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TABLE XV— (Continued). 
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TABLE XVII. 
itiion of School Libraries in Atlantic and Bergen Counties. 
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Condition of School Librarie$ in Bergen and Burlington Counlia, 
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Vendition of School Libraries in Camden, Cape May and Cumber- 
land Counties. 
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Condition of School Librariet in Cumberland and Etnex Counti 
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dition of School Libraries in Essex and Gloucester Counties. 
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Condition of School Libraries in Gloucester, Hudson and Huntm 
Counties. 
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Condition of School Libraries in Hunterdon, Mercer and Middlesex 
Counties. 
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Condition of School Libraries in Middlesex and Monmovth CbttnKs. 
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Condition of School IAbrariet in Monmouth and Morrit Counties. 
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Condition of School Libraria in Morris, Ocean, Pauaic and Salm 
Countitt. 
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■ion of School Libraries in Salem, Somerset and Sussex Counties. 
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Condition of School Libraries in Sumcx, Union and Warm 
Counties. 
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bndition of School Libraries in Warren County and Summary of 
School Libraries in the State. 



DISTRICT OB 

SCHOOL. 


S 
% 

I 

-1 


1 

I 

J 


II 
if 

1! 
il 


l 

il 

jl 

! 


1 

1 . 

i 


1 

il 
J! 


t? 

13 

ft 


P 

ill 


1 

|| 

ll 
II 


Si 

-a 
|| 

r 


Wilms.— (Con.) 


























Moss 

a; "■ 




HOW 


rz 


% 


— 


-*» 


'si 






















uww 








pp H 








•concur. 


















lUlBllC... 


moo 


MUSE 


WW 


148000 


47 


UN 


WW 


1.4017 


UK 


MB7 




BH U 


U»M 


■"" 








ma 


70) Ti- 
















. 


*■*«.. 


«4*B 


WI7 


WW 


770 00 


11. 


W« 


U4>1 


na 


1.1R 


un 


**t*t«7 






















103 ■■( 


1JWS0 


wow 


IJH0W 


lr 


M 


•7K 


nsH 


7B0 




ten 


■W .11 
137 31 


UM» 


"" 


WOO 


IK 


W 


'" 


woo 


M* 


7« 


tUtardoo 


2SS s; 
US 

n>«i 

1B3 BJ 


E 


»: 


«: 


" 


ma 


„.W 


«« 


*w 


'« 




,.» 


'iz 


». 


,„ 


3*04 


sw 


£ 







mi7 




170 00 






loom 


uo 


^ 


155 sr 
MOO 


MM 


aooc 


WOO 


Mt 


1,870 


114 Ot 


IKtt 


a 


u» 


maHU 


264 ■ 


w«o 


WOO 


tun 


Id 


1,480 


1U17 


17100 


1.H1 


HI 


wu. - 


na 


Ml 


. moo 


710 00 


Si 


1,448 




112*5 


1,1B 




*■■ 


4,326; 


yum 


z 


Zl 


w 


2,233 

Off 


9000 


»w 


WW 


U» 




ByMffl 


4.7* 


■IIWK. 




Total*. 


,.,.... 





SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XVI II. 

Apportionment of the State School Moneys for the School Yisa.r 

Commencing September lit, 188S. 
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TABLE XIX. 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 




Nambs. 



8. B. MORSE- 

JOHN A. DEMAREST 

EDGAR HAAS.. 

F. B. BRACE 

EDWARD P. SHIELDS 

WILLIAM O. GARRISON Bridge ton... 

CHARLES M. DAVIS Bloomfield. 



P. O. ADDRE8S. 



Atlantic City... 

River Edge 

Bordentown 

Blackwood , 

Cape May City., 



WILLIAM MILLIGAN-. 
GEORGE H. BARTON.... 

O. H. HOFFMAN 

WILLIAM J. GIBBY 

BALPH WILLIS 

SAMUEL LOCKWOOD-.. 
LEWIS W. THURBER,-., 

EDWARD M. LONAN , 

J. C. CRTJIK8HANK 

R. HENRY HOLME 

JOHN S. HAYNES 

LUTHER HILL ..•••■••••> 

N. W. PEASE. 

ROBERT S. PRICE 



Woodbury «... 

Jersey City 

Lebanon 

Princeton , 

New Brunswick. 

Freehold- 

Dover .. 

Forked Biver 

Little Falls 

Salem 

Rarltan 

Andover. 

Elizabeth- 

Hackettstown..... 



Salabt. 

$500 00 

838 90 

1,200 00 

776 60 

500 00 

577 70 

770 80 

734 70 

1,200 00 

1,083 70 

682 00 

840 70 

1,200 00 

1,200 00 

W0 00 

500 00 

640 00 

691 90 

783 60 

500 00 

1,036 80 



/ 
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TABLE XX. 



CITY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



ClTIKS. 



Atlantic City.. 

Brldgeton 

v mn u"ii>tM*— — . ••••••••• 

Elizabeth. ............. 

Gloucester City 

Hoboken 

Jersey City 

Millville. 

Morrlstown 

Newark . 

New Brunswick 

Orange 

Paterson 

Perth Amboy.. 

Phlllipsbnrg. 

Plalnfleld » , 

Rahway 

Salem. 

Trenton 



Namks. 



O. H. CROSBY 

I J. MOORE............. 

MARTIN V. BERGEN. 

J. AUGUSTUS DIX. 

WILLIAM BRINDLE 

DAVID N. RUE- 

GEORGE H. BARTON 

J. A. BOLARD 

W. L. R. HAVEN- 

WILLIAM N. BARRINGER. 

HENRY B. PIERCE. 

U. W. CUTTS 

CLARENCE E. MELENEY... 

E. R. PIERCE. 

JOSEPH H. BRENSINGER.. 

J. KIRKNER 

JOHN SHOTWELL. 

H. A. GRIE8MER 

CORNELIUS SHEPHERD 



Reports of City Superintendents. 



ATLANTIC CITY. 



0. H. Crosby, Superintendent. 



E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

'. herewith transmit my third annual report of the condition 
the schools in this city. The detailed report embodies all of 
statistics, consequently have very little to add. 
' can testify that our teachers have worked harmoniously 
ether during the year, and, as the result, have accomplished 
)d work. Having raised the grade of study, there were no 
duates this year. 

ie\d our examination of teachers ; four candidates presented 
msblves for examination — two received second grade and 
ee third grade certificates. 

The seating capacity of our school rooms has been much too 
all, but this will be obviated another year by the addition of 
r more rooms. Have in process of erection a new building 
extreme lower part of city and an addition of two rooms to 
w Jersey avenue building, in upper part of town. This will 
e us ample room for all that may come, at least for a time. 
The law in regard to compulsory education has not yet been 
breed in Atlantic City, but sincerely hope the day is not far 
tant when every child, after having arrived at school age, 
1 be obliged to attend school regularly. 
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ELIZABETH. 



J. Augustus Dix, Superintendent. 



lo Ellis A. Apgar y State Superintendent : 

The lack of sufficient school accommodations in Elizabeth, to 
which your attention has so frequently been called, still con- 
tinues, but the sum of $15,000 has been put in the tax levy this 
year for the erection of a new building, and this will afford us 
much needed relief in the upper part of the city. Another 
building, however, is sadly needed in the lower wards. The ur- 
gency of the case is evident when it is known, that according to 
this year's school census there are 8,359 children of school age 
in the city, and that our present school buildings will seat only 
2,566. From time to time, as opportunity has offered, I have 
urged the necessity for temporary accommodations and the Board 
has endeavored to procure them, but owing to the unfortunate 
state of our city's finances, all efforts in this direction have been 
fruitless. 

We have continued during the past year the division of the 
lower primary classes into morning and afternoon sessions, each 
attending only half a day, and with these little ones the plan 
has worked well, but it entails an immense amount of labor 
upon the teacher, for the number in attendance is very large, 
134 children having been enrolled in one room during the 
month of May. Notwithstanding the difficulties encountered, 
excellent results have been secured, and we think that the wis- 
dom of our system of appointing experienced teachers to take 
charge of the lowest or "commencing classes" in the primary 
departments has been fully demonstrated. 

Our teachers meet once a month for the discussion of various 
topics connected with their work. At some of these meetings 
we made use of a collection of excellent essays prepared by 
teachers of the public schools of San Francisco, California, and 
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published under the title of " Prize Essays." Our practice was 
to have one of these read as a means of introducing the subject 
for the evening, and as these essays are short and suggestive they 
proved well adapted to our purpose. At these meetings I drilled 
the teachers for a few minutes each evening in vocal gymnastics, 
with a view to introducing into the schools some short exercises 
like those I thus taught them, as a means of training the voices 
of the children and so securing better reading, for I know from 
m} r own experience as a teacher of elocution the great value of 
such exercises. 

Our efforts to reduce the percentage of tardiness in the schools 
have met with considerable success as the statistics already sent 
you will show, but we are not yet satisfied, and next year we hope 
to attack the evil more systematically. We are not altogether 
agreed as to the best method of solving the problem, but after 
discussion at our next principal's meeting, we hope to set to 
work on some uniform plan. 

At the final examination in June, conducted on the same plan 
as that of last year, uniform printed questions prepared by the 
Superintendent being used, fifteen pupils in the High School 
Departments, out of twenty-two examined, attained the required 
percentage and received diplomas. In the Grammar Depart- 
ments 68 pupils (out of 8fi examined) were successful and re- 
ceived Grammar School certificates entitling them to admission 
to the High School Departments. 

Evening schools, two in number, were opened last October and 
continued in session for about three months, but did not prove 
to be as useful as it was hoped they would be, as may be seen 
from the following extracts from the annual report of the com- 
mittee in charge. "The attendance was very light and irreg- 
ular," although the instruction was good and " of great benefit 
to the pupil's who regularly attended the same. We are sorry 
to express our candid opinion, judging from past experience, 
that evening schools are not generally appreciated by the young 
men of this city, nor by their parents or employers." 

Heretofore, under our rules, no teachers' certificates, other 
than those granted by the school authorities of this city, were 
recognized here, and all candidates for positions as teachers were 
required to pass an examination at the hands of the City Super- 
intendent and Committee on Teachers. I suggested that this rule 
might well be modified, and the Board, after some little delay, so 
amended it as to permit the Superintendent and committee to 
recognize in their discretion New Jersey State certificates as 
equivalent to our own city certificates. 
I am very much pleased to be able to report that another 
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school, No. 1, has secured a library during the past year, and I 
hope it will not be long before there is a library in each school. 
As the fund for the purpose was largely increased by the 
operation of the new tax law, the Board was enabled to raise the 
salaries of our teachers, and January 1st, 1883, the following 
schedule went into effect : 

SCHEDULE OF TEACHERS* 

First year. Second year. Third year. 
Principals, Schools Nos. 1, 2 and 3. 
$1,400 $1,450 $1,500 

Vice Principals, 

500 550 600 

Assistants, High School Department. 

475 500 525 

Principals, Grammar Department. 

475 500 525 

Assistants, Grammar Department. 

425 450 475 

Principals, Primary Department. 

450 475 500 

Assistants, Primary Department. 

375 400 425 

Principal, School No. 5. 

600 650 700 

Principal, School No. 6. 

550 600 650 

First Assistant of the Primary Department, 525 
subject to the following conditions: 

1. That a teacher who is receiving in any grade the salary for 
the second, third, fourth or fifth year thereof, and is transferred 
to a higher grade or scale of salaries, shall receive the salary of 
the first, second, third or fourth year, as the case may be, of such 
higher grade or scale, unless such teacher shall have received 
the salary of the fifth year for two or more successive years, in 
which cases he shall, upon such transfer, receive the salary of 
the fifth year of the higher grade or scale. 

2. The above schedule of salaries shall not so apply as to 
reduce the salary of any teacher now in the employ of the Board. 

3 That teachers appointed as assistants in the Grammar or 
Primary Departments, who have served in other schools one or 
two or more years, and who bring satisfactory testimonials of 
efficiency, may be paid as though they had served a correspond- 
ing period in our own schools. 



SALARIES. 

• 


< 

i 


Fourth year. 


1 

Fifth year. 


$1,600 


$1,700 


650 


700 


550 


575 


550 


575 


500 


525 


525 


550 


450 


475 


750 


800 


700 


750 
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4. That the increase of the second, third, fourth and fifth 
years shall be granted on the recommendations of the Committee 
on Teachers, and only on satisfactory evidence of efficiency in 
teaching. 

The following are the papers used last June in the examina- 
tion of the graduating classes in the High School Departments. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

1. Who was the first great English poet? Who was the 
greatest of all English poets? Who is the poet laureate of Eng- 
land at the present time? 

2. Give a short account of the rise and progress of the drama* 
in England to the time of Shakespeare. 

3. How does Shakespeare portray women ? Contrast the char* 
acters of Ophelia and Juliet. How does Shakespeare delineate 
passion, and what common error, does he avoid? 

4. Give an account of Lord Bacon, his life and works. 

5. Who was the author of Paradise Lost ? Tell what you 
know about him and his writings. 

(J. Who wrote the Essay on Man? What do you understand 
by the natural and artificial schools of poetry respectively ? To 
which did this author belong? 

7. Who wrote Gulliver's Travels? Robinson Crusoe? The 
Deserted Village ? The Vicar of Wakefield ? 

8. Name the great historians of the eighteenth century, and 
the principal works of each. 

9. Give an account of Sir Walter Scott and his writings. 

10. Name the principal historical writers of the United States. 
What is the character of the writings of Washington Irving? 
James Feni more Cooper? Nathaniel Hawthorne? 

UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 

1. In what war was the battle of Marathon fought? Where? 
Between whom? Why is this Battle particularly important? 

2. What was the first form of government in ancient Rome? 
The second ? The third ? . What were the Tribunes? 

3. Into what two empires was the Roman Empire divided ? 
What were their capitals? How long did these empires last, 
and by whom were they overthrown? 

4. Who was Charlemagne? Give a short account of his career. 

5. Give a sketch of the history of Mohammed. 
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« 

6. Give an account of the battle of Hastings, its causes and 
consequences. 

7. Sketch the career of Joan of Arc. 

8. Give a short account of the Commonwealth in England. 

9. Give an account of the career of Cardinal Richelieu. 

10. Give a sketch of the history of Switzerland. 

MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 

1. What is " free-will " ? What is a moral act ? Where is the 
moral element found ? 

2. What do you understand by " absolute good " and " relative 
good "? Illustrate the "instinctive discrimination of these two 
forms of good " ? 

3. What do you understand by objective and subjective right 
and wrong? Illustrate. 

4. Is it ever right to " do evil that good may come"? Are we 
permitted to " choose the least of two evils"? 

5. What is the object of government? Who has the right to 
govern ? In what various ways may the ruler be designated? 

6. State the arguments for and against capital punishment. 

7. Discuss the duties of parent and child. 

8. Discuss the subject of self-defence. 

9. What is the scope of true philanthropy? What.is the test 
of true philanthropy ? What do you understand by patriotism? 

10. What can you say of the duty of self-culture? 

RHETORIC. 

1. What is the only safe standard of taste that can be adopted? 
Distinguish between taste and genius. 

2. What is meant by the imagination? What characteristics 
must an object possess to excite the imagination? 

3. When does humor become ridicule? When may ridicule 
with propriety take the place of argument? 

4. What are the advantages resulting from the use of figures? 

5. Define simile; hyperbole; personification; antithesis. Give 
an example of each. 

6. How have the rules and principles of rhetoric been devel- 
oped ? What is composition ? 

7. Define description ; narration ; argument ; exposition ; spec- 
ulation. 

8. What is a biography? An obituary? An essay? A thesis? 
An oration? 
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9. What compositions fall under the head of poetry ? What 
is metre? What is scanning ? 

10. What is tragedy ? Comedy ? What is a farce ? 

NATURAL HISTORY. 

1. What are vertebrates? Into what two classes are warm- 
blooded vertebrates divided? 

2. What are articulates? State in what respect they differ 
from vertebrates. 

3. Describe the flying apparatus of the bats. How does the 
frame- work compare with that of the hand and arm of man? 
What are the habits of bats? 

4. Classify the bear, stating the family, order, etc. Name and 
lescribe some of the different species of bears. 

5. Classify and describe the whale. What purposes does the 
slubber serve? 

6. Describe the humming birds. How many species are there, 
md in what part of the world are they found ? 

7. What are the two great classes of cold-blooded vertebrates? 
Describe the turtles or tortoises. 

8. What is the difference between lungs and gills?. How are 
jills constructed and arranged ? Why does a fish die when out 
>f water ? 

9. Describe the metamorphosis of insects. 

10. State what you can of the Crustacea, naming examples. 
3f what use are earth worms ? 

* 

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

1. What is matter? What is a molecule? Can matter be 
lestroyed ? 

2. What is malleability? Ductility? Tenacity? Momen- 
tum? 

3. What are Newton's Laws of Motion ? 

4. What is gravitation? Define energy. What do you un- 
derstand by a foot-pound ? * 

5. What is a machine? Of what use are machines? 

6. What is a pulley ? A fixed pulley ? A movable pulley ? 
A wedge ? 

7. What is friction? What is capillary attraction ? 

8. What is a siphon ? Explain the action of the siphon ? 

9. What are the laws of reflection ? What is refraction ? 

10. Describe and explain the telephone. 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. How many bones are there in the body? What is ihe|: 
composition of the bones, and how does it vary? Name three |; £ 
uses of the bones. 

i What is a joint? A ligament? A tendon? 

6 IVseribe the larvnx ; the vocal cords. How is the voice L 
prvxhiceU ? 

4. What are the uses of the skin? Describe the structure of 
the skin. How do the nails grow ? 

5* lVscribe the structure of the lungs; the process of respira- 
tion. What is the object of respiration ? 

tv lVscribe the heart ? What are the arteries ? What is the 
aorta ? 

7 lVscribe the stomach ? What is the gastric juice ? What 
is i:s use ! 

^ What is the saliva? Where is it secreted? What is its 
use ! 
A IVseribe the brain. Name its two divisions. What is re- 

I *\ ! Vscrib* the ear. Sca:e ;ie design of the Eustachian tube. 

* Wh« is she varse of the £?**:; ci?a* £a the heavens in 
* '■ v> ;>« sc~ a;*r*i*r* :o rsv-riv* *tcc:in2 lie earth every year? 
V \*: *>> :>* ^ssr^s* 

i Ho* \*c?£ co iay a*\£ -rj^s lass as :he pcles? Explain 
% N > v*-=s ^s sc. 

.x W^; \$ s>« s^c;;^* rt-^ rAiir* Ite£:i* azimuth; alti- 

^ W\-o*** ;i* ,»cc:: „*c a S>£y* Wbu 3$ iie centripetal 

h,vw *■>■<,» j^rss ^^Oiv ..r* vc*.:rrarf riaaaics"* 

„\ "•» v vi. 4"\ ^* *£o*ccs , v f : ^ Tutwcs* y*7 '*'-» what is 
>fc u , >.ivv\iv^ .£ : u" « JA5 xjw&ieM& at^ »v*aced to 



v*v v "hvv»- vs. „v*« ^'ac •«•..! .ia: <rc :au **rtx * Inscribe the 

^. \* Kv N v v o^tiws * ^1 vu»; jw*s :£hr Jt&fe£ basest? On 
>* > v»i >4v;v ^ +>v k ,vw. * V»H\i ^itm ^i sat* sxusg rsoarkablo 

V .^» Vi )w ^v ^^\* "Vt.v^i *p* :m ^cnciaiihl meteoric 
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GEOMETRY. 

1. What is an isosceles triangle? Prove that in an isosceles 
angle, the angles opposite the equal sides are equal. 

2. What are parallel lines? Prove that if a straight line in- 
sects two parallel lines, it makes the alternate angles equal ; 

any exterior angle equal to the interior and opposite angle; 
d the two interior angles upon the same side together equal 
two right angles 

5. What is ratio ? What is a proportion ? Prove that if four 

Lgnitudes are in proportion, they will be in proportion when 

:en alternately. 

1. What is the arc of a circle ? What is the chord of an arc ? 

Dve that an inscribed angle is measured by half the arc in- 

ded between its sides. 

5. What is the altitude of a triangle? What is the altitude 

a parallelogram? Prove that parallelograms which have 

jal bases and equal altitudes are equivalent. 

ALGEBRA. 

1. Divide 2a m + 1 — 2a n + 1 — a m + n +a 2n by 2a— a n . 

2. Square a 3 6 2 +3a 2 6 3 c 4 . 

Square m — n. State the theorems applicable to these cases 
respectively. 

3. Factor i— c 4 . 

n l-2n 

1 Add and . 



n — 1 n 2 — n 



x*- 



1 

~4 



5. Simplify the expression 



1 

x+ — 
x 



6. Required the sixth power of x 2 — 2x. 

7. Find the value of — 

f'SoSfi+Iea*— fb* +2ab 3 . 



8. Raise J 2a to the n th power. 

9. There 'are three numbers whose sum is 324; the second ex- 
?ds the first as much as the third exceeds the second ; and the 

5t is to the third as 5 to 7. What are the numbers ? j4| 
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this year that has not already been told as the fortunate exper- 
ience of previous years, yet it can be truthfully said, that the 
efficiency and working status of our schools stand higher each 
school year. The advancement of pupils in many studies is per- 
fectly satisfactory, and the good results achieved, prove both the 
zeal and fidelity of our teachers. 

The total register number is less, while the average attendance 
is 140 more than last year. This is highly creditable for several 
reasons; among which maybe mentioned, that for part o£ the 
year there was one class less, that the severe winter caused an 
unusual amount of sickness, and the enforcement of the rule re- 
quiring the withdrawal of pupils living in the same house with 
persons sick with contagious diseases. | 

Of the entire number of pupils enrolled, nearly three hundred 
(300) were in attendance each school day during the year. The 
statistical report will also show that tardiness has been greatly- 
reduced, and in many classes is almost unknown. 

Precautionary measures for the protection of children against 
accident from fire have been adopted and put into practice. The 
doors in all our buildings now open outward ; and each building 
has so many exits, that the scholars can be dismissed in an or- 
derly manner, in from two to three minutes. The Principal of 
each school is required to practice a fire drill at least once a week, 
and to note the time consumed in making each exit. 

The greatest drawback to our success during the year, has 
been the want of sufficient school accommodations, and numbers 
have been turned away from all the schools, who could not be 
taken into rooms already crowded to overflowing. The new 
building referred to in my last report, has not yet been erected 
because the Common Council refused to make the necessary 
appropriation. 

The Board has been obliged for the coming year, to rent ft 
Mission Church; a building of one room which will contai n 
about 250 children, yet in my opinion this will afford only tei* 1 " 
porary relief. 

German. — The study of the German language as a branch °| 
instruction in our schools, has received earnest attention, an** 
continues to assume, from year to year, greater prominence fro** 1 
these two points of view: as an educational means for the inU^' - 
lectual training of the youthful mind, and as a most importa^ 
knowledge for practical purposes. The efficiency of this A&' 
partment has been greatly advanced since scholars have be^* 1 
required to pass an examination in German, for admission t& % 
promotion, and graduation in high classes. 

Drawing. — The progress made in this department is sati^" 
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factory, and highly creditable to both teachers and scholars. 
The great value of this branch of study is now an acknowledged 
fact, and its importance second to none in its practical use. All 
educators agree that it is a necessary part of a scholar's outfit, 
and the time has gone by when it was considered merely as an 
ornamental part of the education of a child. High School Com- 
mencement was held in June, and fifteen (15) graduated from 
this department. The evening school deserves mention here, as 
the advantages afforded were generally appreciated, especially by 
a large number of adults who attended with surprising regu- 
larity. The sessions of the evening school were continued four 
months. The total number enrolled was 520 ; the average at- 
tendance 361. 

The organization of the Normal School remains unchanged 
from last year. It has done, and is still doing very much to- 
wards the proper professional training of our teachers, as well as 
preparing those who will ultimately become teachers. At the 
annual examination thirteen members of the school graduated. 
The number on register is 61, and the average attendance 48. 
The teachers have met regularly once a month. At the first 
meeting after the summer vacation, a regular programme of ex- 
ercises was adopted, and committees were appointed to provide 
lecturer, music, topics for discussion, &c, for each meeting of the 
year. This has been a step in the right direction, and has made 
these meetings not only profitable, but attractive and interesting 
to our teachers. 
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JERSEY CITY. 



William L. Dickinson, Superintendent. 



To E, A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

I hereby submit my report of the Public Schools of Jersey 
City for the year 1883. 

The first report published by the Board of Education for this 
city was for the year ending March 31, 1868. 

The schools at that time under the care of the Board were 
those now known as Nos. 1, 2 and 3, and a school for colored 
children. School No. 4 was opened on the second of March of 
that year. 

The progress of the schools since is a matter of much interest, 
as will appear from the following statistics: 

1868 1883 
Number of children between the age of 5 and 

and 18 in the city 11,051 49,880 

Total number enrolled 6,152 21,602 

Average attendance \ 2,500 13,559 

Number of school buildings belonging to the 

city 3 18 

This increase has been brought about in part by the annexing 
of the contiguous municipalities of Bergen, Hudson and Green- 
ville, but mainly by the great increase in population and wealth 
of the whole territory now known as Jersey City. 

The entire number of schools which I have had under my 
supervision during this year does not vary from that of last year. 

The number of buildings occupied by the schools is twenty-two. 

Five of these are frame buildings, and the others are brick. 
Three are hired at an annual expense of $816. Sixteen were 
erected for school purposes, and six were intended for other pur- 
poses, but have been converted, with a few modifications, to 
school purposes. 
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Ichool building No. 1, the oldest in the city, was erected in 
c7. It needs very extensive repairs, and, as it is situated itl 
centre of a dense and increasing population, largely engaged 
manufactures, increased accommodations should be provided, 
th regard to school building No. 2, 1 will only repeat, .with 
phasis, what I said in my report for 1881: "School No. 2 in 
•ticular is in great want of additional means of exit. 'The 
iger of allowing 1,500 pupils to be crowded into any building, 
bout providing proper means of spoedy exit, in case of fire or 
Iden alarm, may some day be illustrated by a terrible catas- 
phe in School No. 2." 

Schools Nos. 3 and 4 are in pretty good condition, but so great 
lie need of more class rooms that they ought to be enlarged 
the construction of wings, or, perhaps, in the case of No. 3, by 
i addition of another story. The Annex to No* 3 is most 
3erably situated in an old engine building, being co-tenant 
.h the Poor House Offices. : ' 

School building No. 5 is used by the High School and the 
lining Department attached thereto, also by the Board for the 
ces and the Public School Library. It is in good condition, 
y needing ordinary repairs. 

School building No. 6 is in fair condition, but cannot be well 
ited by furnaces and stoves; it should be provided with 
im heating apparatus. • 

School buildings Nos. 7 and 8 are new buildings in good con- 
ion. No. 7 needs extensive repairs to the floor of the play 
>m. 

The appropriation of $2,500 made last year to rebuild or re- 
r No. 9 was diverted to other purposes. The school now uses 
ited premises and is more uncomfortably situated for school 
rk than any other school in the city. 

School No. 10 is in pretty good condition, but the drainage of 
i lot on which it stands is bad, and extensive repairs are need- 
to its outhouses. 

School No. 11 has not, for the use of its teachers and pupils, 
jh necessary facilities and conveniences, as are provided in 
ler schools. It should be rebuilt or enlarged. 
School buildings # Nos. 12, 13, and 14 are all in passable con- 
ion. The seating accommodations of Nos. 12 and 13 ought to 
largely increased to meet the wants of an increasing throng 
applicants for admission. 

School No. 15 and 18 occupy rented premises. They have 
;h about one hundred pupils of primary grade. In many 
ipects they are inconveniently located. 

B 
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School building No 16 is in great need of repairs outside and 
inside.. Its appearence is not creditable. 

< School No. 19 occupies a disused engine house. It is over- 
crowded and needs many repairs. Its water closets are disgrace- 
fully inadequate. 

' School No. 20 is much in need of some repairs, which are soon 
to be made. When these are completed, as is proposed, no rea- 
onuble fault can be found with the building, except that it is 
too small. 

School No. 21, the last erected of all, is in good condition, and 
its attendance is rapidly increasing. 

The number of applications for admission refused on account 
of want of room is very large, being 2,099. Without doubt some 
applications are counted more than once, because when a refusal 
is given to an applicant at one school a second effort will be made 
tit another school. 

Nevertheless after making all reasonable deductions the net 
number of refusals will be unpleasantly large. 

THE HIGH SCHOOL AND TRAINING DEPARTMENT. 

The Jersey City High School has just closed the tenth year of 
it?* existence, it having been opened for the reception of its first 
class October 31st, 1872. During its existence, earnest and suc- 
cessful efforts have been made to secure for our city a school 
Alike eminent for scholarship and discipline. Faithful and hon- 
est application has been required and received from its pupils. 
A young sehool of this grade does not at once receive the seal of 
approval from scholastic authorities in the land. It must wait 
until approbation comes as the fair reward of faithful and suc- 
cessful labors. The school is now so well and so favorably 
known, at home and in other parts of our country, that Jersey 
City may well feel proud of the ten years' record of the High 
School. 

To the able Principal and his associates, to the pupils of the 
sehool, and those numbered in its list of graduates, great com- 
mendation should be given. The Roman Cornelia, when asked 
to show her jewels, brought forth her childifen as the most prec- 
ious of her ornaments; so the High School points to its graduates, 
who, after leaving us, have passed through higher institutions 
with honor, ami are taking high rank in the communities where 
they live, and to all others who have obtained mental equip- 
ment in the High Sehool and gone into the various duties of 
life, as its most precious possessions. The High School asks no 
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bber reason for its existence than a fair showing of the work it 
as done and it will do. 

In conclusion, we have reason to be thankful that Death has 
ot invaded our corps of teachers during the year that has closed. 
)uring the previous year we were called to mourn for the death 
>f three of our most promising young teachers. 

I feel also that the Board and the community may be con- 
gratulated ; that, although some bitterness of feeling and trou- 
blesome disagreements have characterized the proceedings of the 
Board, yet a general success has attended the working of the 
school system of the city. 

It is true that a want of harmony or wisdom in the Board will 
necessarily have a baneful influence on the interest committed 
to their charge, yet the teachers as a body have been faithful 
and zealous in their work and in spite of many obstacles, the 
schools have made progress. 



MJLLVILLE. 



J. A. Bolard, Superintend knt. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

Early in the vacation I sent you the statistics of our city 
schools for the year just closed. As you will see by examination, 
there is but little variation from the reports of previous years, 
yet I hope some progress has been made. During the past year, 
as has been the case for a series of years, we have been greatly 
tampered by a lack of seating capacity in the primary depart- 
ments. One new house of four rooms, with a capacity for two 
hundred pupils, has been built in the third ward, and there is 
ittle doubt a similar one will be erected in the first ward this 
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coming year. A prevailing sentiment exists favoring better and 
more commodious houses than has characterized our city for 
some years past. 

The law enacted at the last session of the Legislature relating 
to children working in factories, will throw a large number into 
our schools. 

The great pressure for accommodations in the primary depart- 
ments, which has existed for several years, has almost entirely 
broken down the grade established some years ago, and until 
more room is furnished it will be a great hinderance to the best 
interests of our whole school system. 

The course of study pursued in our High School, as you well 
know, is not as high by two years as we could wish. The cry of 
only practical studies has greatly crippled us in this department. 

Much good, I think, resulted from the remarks made by your- 
self at the exercises held in the Workingmen's Institute last 
June. 

We do not claim to be alone peculiar in this respect; bat 
inasmuch as the subject of technical education has been agitated 
here to an injurious extent by men who affect to believe that 
there is no study of any use which does not literally touch some 
branch of industry followed in everyday life, continually holding 
up hand labor at the expense of brain labor, we are almost com- 
pelled to follow fundamental principals, thus leaving out much 
that ought to be acquired in the way of a more liberal education. 

At the beginning of the year the greater portion of our teach- 
ers virtually held no licenses, although they had for years received 
public money as teachers. Many of them had totally neglected 
their studies and had made no improvement, professionally, for 
years, but the Board ordered an examination to be held, placing 
the time sufficiently distant in the future to allow them ample 
time to review their studies, not with the intention of displacing 
any one of them, as evil designing persons asserted, but to try 
and make better the material already employed. This has 
already resulted in great good to the schools as well as the 
teachers themselves, and it is to be hoped it will be carried on 
in the years to come. The great need of our schools to-day is 
modern methods of teaching in place of those long since aban- 
doned by the most advanced instructors. A little State aid and 
encouragement in this line would be greatly appreciated. 

Taking all things together, there has been a decided advance 
during the past year, and a system laid down, which, if carried 
out, will result in much good to the public schools of the city of 
Millville. 
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NEWARK. 



William N. Barringer, Superintendent. 



To Ellis A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

The following brief statement of the condition of the schools 
and the work of the year is submitted. The history of the 
schools for the past year affords abundant evidence of the faith- 
fulness of the Board of Education in the discharge of the duties 
entrusted to it by the people. 

The improvements made in the line of school accommoda- 
tions have been excellent, so far as they go. One great want is 
more room. The buildings now in use are in good condition, 
being better lighted, better ventilated, better furnished and in 
better sanitary condition than at any time heretofore. As a 
consequence, the health of the teachers and pupils is decidedly 
improved. 

The city owns twenty-eight school buildings, rents seven, and 
is now building four new houses. 

The seating capacity of the buildings, now owned and rented, 
is about 16,000. The enrollment for fhe year was 19,804. The 
seating capacity of the new buildings will be 2,280. 

The enrollment in the various schools of the city is shown 
below : 

Normal School 37 

High " 531 

Grammar Schools 4,454 

Primary " 14,147 

Colored School 262 

Industrial Schools •. 373 

Total 19,804 

Evening Schools 1,646 
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The number of schools now in operation is forty-seven, clas* 
ified as follows : 

Normal School 1 

High " 1 

Grammar " 11 

Intermediate Schools 2 

Primary " 29 

Industrial " 2 

Colored " 1 

The following table may be of interest to you, as it shows the 
comparative ages and attendance of the pupils. 

Of thtj 19,804 pupils enrolled— 

667 were between 5 and 6 years of age. 

2,637 " " 6 " 7 

2,668 u " ....:... 7 " 8 " " 

2,521- " " 8 " 9 " " 

2,477 " " 9 " 10 " " 

2,308 " " 10 " 11 " 

2,018 " " 11 " 12 " 

1,856 " " 12 " 13 " " 

1,183 " " 13 " 14 " 

747 " " 14 " 15 " " 

393 " " 15 " 16 " " 

176 " " 16 " 17 " " 

115 u « 17 " 18 " " 

7 " " 18 " 19 " " 

31 " M 18 " 22 " " 

Those from 18 to 22 in the Normal School. 

Of the entire number enrolled 18,335 were between 5 and 14, 
leaving 1,469 over 14. By this showing we see that the great 
majority of pupils are through with school at 14. 

The number of children in our city between 5 and 18, accord- 
ing to the returns of the census enumerators, is 41,668. 

Our primary schools were very successful during the year. 
The marked features in the work of these grades was the deep 
interest that prevailed among the teachers and the pupils. The 
distance and formality between the teacher and the taught are 
becoming less. The characteristics of a well-ordered home are 
beginning to find a place in the •school room. The importance 
of the individuality of the pupil and the necessity for individual 
instruction are now accepted, and form the basis upon which the 
classes are organized and instructed. 
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The number of teachers in these grades is 199. They are de- 
serving of much commendation for .their zeal and faithfulness. 
The number of pupils taught by these teachers was 14,147 .< _ 

At the close of the year there were 83 classes under instruction 
in the Grammar Schools, with an enrollment of 4,454 pupils. . 

The subjects taught in these schools /are reading, spelling, 
writing, geography, history, arithmetic, music,, drawing and 
grammer, including composition exercises. i 

These, subjects received a fair share of time. The danger, 
however, in a full course of instruction, in a, system including 
many large schools employing a large number of teachers of 
varying qualifications and preferences, is that a proper balance; 
will not be preserved; some subjects, will receive, undue, atten- 
tion. The Superintendent, by visitation and examination, en- 
deavors, as far as possible, to correct this tendency. 

At the June examination these schools graduated a class of 
367, which was admitted to the High School. This was by far 
the largest and most successful class ever admitted. - 

The Hjgh School continues to grow, in numbers and the con- 
fidence of the community. The building is now receiving a 
very considerable .enlargement, six class rooms, additional clothes 
rooms, halls, closets, and an addition to the audience room.: 
These improvements will greatly increase the accommodations 
and efficiency of the school. The membership of the school 
numbers 523, and 15 teachers are employed. 

The Course of Instructions divided into" four departments. 
Classical, Scientific, Euglish and Commercial. The firat three 
cover four years, the fourth two years., The school .prepares for 
admission to our best colleges and scientific schools. , Since its 
organization 971 pupils have graduated from, it ; an average of 
46 each year. 

The Normal School is doing ifs work satisfactorily! and with 
evident benefit to the sqhools of the city. Its graduates are 
sought after by the surrounding cities and towns. The Train-, 
ing School affords ample and excellent opportunities for testing 
the theories and principles taught in the Normal department. 

Our evening schools have been ; more th^n usually successful., 
The enrollment was larger, the aUeud^nce good, the instruction 
acceptable and the discipline superior. Their success was ; so pro- 
nounced that the time was extended to five months. The usual, 
term being three months. The success? of these schools, in my 
judgment, is attributable to the fact that none bnt,:experienced 
teachers are employed in th^m. Thftjsamacare, supervision, and 
attention are given to them that we give to theday schools.. We 
organize the schools, expecting, in proportion fcp the thxie given, 
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Intermediate Schools 2 

Primary " 29 

Industrial " 2 

Colored " 1 

The following table may be of interest to you, as it shows the 
comparative ages and attendance of the pupils. 

Of the 19,804 pupils enrolled— 

667 were between 5 and 6 years of age. 

2,637 •' " 6 " 7 " " 

2,668 a " 7 l% 8 " u 

2,521- " " 8 " 9 " " 

2,477 " " 9 " 10 " 

2,308 " " 10 " 11 " 

2,018 " " 11 " 12 " " 

1,856 u " 12 " 13 " 

1,183 " " 13 " 14 " 

747 " " 14 <€ 15 " " 

393 " " 15 " 16 " " 

176 " " 16 " 17 " " 

115 " " 17 " 18 " 

7 " " 18 " 19 " " 

31 u " 18 " 22 



u u 



Those from 18 to 22 in the Normal School. 

Of the entire number enrolled 18,335 were between 5 and 14, 
leaving 1,469 over 14. By this showing we see that the great 
majority of pupils are through with school at 14. 

The number of children in our city between 5 and 18, accord- 
ing to the returns of the census enumerators, is 41,668. 

Our primary schools were very successful during the year. 
The marked features in the work of these grades was the deep 
interest that prevailed among the teachers and the pupils. The 
distance and formality between the teacher and the taught are 
becoming less. The characteristics of a well-ordered home are 
beginning to find a place in the •school room. The importance 
of the individuality of the pupil and the necessity for individual 
instruction are now accepted, and form the basis upon which the 
classes are organized and instructed. 
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The number of teachers, in these grades is 199. They are de- 
serving of much commendation for .their zeal and faithfulness. 
The number, of pupils taught by these teachers was 14,147.* . . 

At the close of the year there were 83 classes under instruction 
in the Grammar Schools, with an enrollment of 4,454 pupils. 

The subjects taught in these schools: are reading, spelling, 
writing, geography, history, arithmetic, music,, drawing and 
grammer, including composition exercises. i 

These* subjects received a fair share of time. The danger, 
however, in a full course of instruction, in a system including 
many large schools employing a large number of teachers of 
varying qualifications and preferences, is that a proper balance; 
will not be preserved; some subjects, will receive .undue atten- 
tion. The Superintendent, by visitation and examination, en- 
deavors, as far as possible, to correQt this tendency. 

At the June examination these schools graduated a class of 
367, which was admitted to the High School. This was by far 
the largest and most successful class ever admitted. - 

The Hjgh School continues to grow, in numbers and the con- 
fidence of the community. The building is now receiving a 
very considerable enlargement, six class rooms, additional clothes 
rooms, halls, closets, and an addition to the .audience room.: 
These improvements will greatly increase the accommodations 
and efficiency of the school. The membership of the school 
numbers 523, and 15 teachers are e in ployed. , • 

The Course of Instruction is divided into" four departments. 
Classical, Scientific, Euglish and Commercial. .- The first three 
cover four years, the fourth twp years. . The school .prepares for 
admission to our best colleges and scientific schools. , Since its 
organization 971 pupils have graduated from, it; an average of 
46 each year. . . ,.. • . 

The Normal School i? doing ijswork satisfactorily and with 
evident benefit to the schools of the city. Its graduates, are 
sought after by the surrounding cities and towns. The Train- 
ing School affords ample and excellent opportunities for testing 
the theories and principles taught in the Normal department. 

Our evening schools have been more tha# usually successful. 
The enrollment was larger, the attendance good, the instruction 
acceptable and the discipline superior. Their success was so pro- 
nounced that the time was extended to five months. The usual. 
term being three months. The success of these schools, in my 
judgment, is attributable to the fact that none but .'experienced 
teachers are employed in them. Thfc same. care, supervision and 
attention are given to them .(hat we give to the^day schools. We 
organize the schools, expecting, in proportion to the time given, 
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just as good results as we obtain from the day schools, and our 
expectations are very well realized. 

The recommendation of the Superintendent to establish an 
evening Drawing School was adopted, aud the school organized 
October 23d, 1882. Tfruar far it has fully met the expectations of 
its warmest friends. Its influence upon the mechanical and 
industrial interests of the city, I have no doubt, will be bene- 
ficial. Its object is to enhance industrial and mechanical skill. 

Upon the enterprise, integrity, industry and skill of the people 
of any country, depends their prosperity. This is measured 
largely by the value of the labor of the producing classes; and 
the value of this labor, as a rule, to which I think, there are 
scarcely no exceptions, is in the ratio of the integrity, intelli- 
gence and mechanical skill of the laborer. 

The school is divided into three divisions, each division hold- 
ing two sessions per week. 

The course of instruction includes mechanical drawing, archi- 
tectural drawing, freehand drawing and designing. 

First Division contains the most advanced pupils in mechani- 
cal drawing. 

Second Division contains the beginners in mechanical draw- 
ing and the pupils in architectural drawing. 

Third Division contains the pupils in freehand drawing and 
designing 

The number of pupils registered for admission was 220. Of 
this number, 120 have been admitted. The attendance has been 
excellent. The interest and attention of the pupils was una- 
bated. Nearly every member of the school is engaged in some 
mechanical pursuit. The subject of drawing is receiving careful 
attention in all our schools. 

At the opening of the schools in September, 1883, physiology, 
as a daily oral exercise, was introduced into ail the grades of all 
the schools. Every pupil in the public schools of our city is 
now receiving instructions in this important subject. 

The following oral lessons in Physiology for all grades in the 
Primary and Grammar Schools have been adopted by the Com- 
mittee on Text Books, Course of Study and Examinations. 

These lessons should aim not only to inform the pupils in 
relation to the structure and organs of their bodies, but should, 
by proper examples and illustrations, enable them to make daily 
practical use of such knowledge. 

The Superintendent is fully aware of the importance of these 
lessons; also, of the many difficulties in the way of a successful 
introduction of them into the schools. Chief among these diffi- 
culties are the following two : 
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1st. Lack of time, as the course seems already crowded. 

2d. Lack of familiarity on the part of the teacher with the 
subject, and the want of experience in this direction, thereby 
rendering it difficult for the teacher at first to properly and suc- 
cessfully handle these lessons. 

The Superintendent, however, believes that with patience 
and perseverettce the work can be accomplished. Some little 
time will be needed, and, I trust, the Committee and the teachers 
will not look for, nor expect, full success in a few days, weeks, or 
even months. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Fourth Grade. 

The teacher will call the attention of the children to their 
bodies as a whole; what they can do with them; as: walk, run, 
jump, throw the ball, toss the marble, hold the book, slate or 
pencil, write with the pencil, eat with the fork, spoon, etc., etc. 

The teacher will be very careful not to tell the pupil too 
much, but lead him to find out for himself, by observation and 
examination of the parts under consideration. 

These lessons should not exceed eight or ten minutes at one 
time. The teachers will be inclined to hurry over the work as 
simply a memoriter lesson. I caution them to proceed slowly, 
carefully and objectively, with many illustrations given by the 
pupil and the teacher. 

Now, take up the parts of the body — as the head, neck, trunk, 
legs, arms, hands, feet, eyes, ears, nose, mouth, tongue, teeth, 
joints, skin, flesh, etc. Notice incidentally the most obvious 
uses, or such as the child can readily discover and describe. 

Breathing. — Have the children notice how they take in breath 
and how they let it out, and the difference between a deep full 
breath and one from the top of the lungs. Have them notice 
that they breathe mostly through the nose. Call attention to 
the fact that they breathe all the time, whether they think about 
it or not, while they are asleep as well as when they are awake. 
Notice that what they breathe surrounds them on all sides, fills 
the room and is found everywhere, and that is called the air or 
atmosphere. 

Drinking. — What we drink, how and why; right time and 
wrong time to drink. Constantly direct the attention of the 

Eupils to their own habits in this matter, and lead them to see 
ow they can correct wrong habits. 
Eating. — What they eat, how and why ; right time and wrong 
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time to eat; right way and wrong way to eat. Always have the 
pupils notice their own habits in eating — as fapt eating, alow 
eating, careless eating, etc. 

Cleanliness. — Why desirable and necessary? Cleanliness of 
the body, of the clothing, of the school room, of the home. Lead, 
the pupils, in a careful and discreet manner, to notice their own 
habits in this matter, and how best to correct improper ones. 

The teachers are again reminded that these lessons should be, 
made exercises of observation rather than merely memory, 
lessons. 

Third Grade. 

Same work as for the fourth grade, with such additions and 
details as the pupils can readily discover and comprehend. 

The, teachers will not advance in any part of the work faster 
than the children can by personal and well directed observation 
discover, note and apply what is found out and taught. Remem- 
ber, teachers, the best book from which to learn Physiology, is 
the body. 

Second Grade. 

Same work as for the third grade, with such additions and 
details as the pupils can readily discover and comprehend. 

Give special attention to the parts ef the general divisions of 
the body — as parts of the head, neck, trunk, arms, hands, legs, 
feet, etc. Call attention to their obvious uses and common 
abuses. 

First Grade. 

Same line of work as for second grade, with such additions 
and details as the age and progress of the pupils will permit, 
and the skill and discretion of the teacher will suggest. 

Bones and Muscles. — Lead the pupils to notice that their bodies 
are made up of hard and soft parts; that the hard parts are the 
bones and the soft parts are, the muscles or flesh. Direct their 
attention to the uses of the bones and roqscles, and how to take 
care of them. 

QRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 

Fourth Grade. 
Take the general line of work indicated for the Primary 
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rades, the teacher extending and amplifying the topics as the 
ge and progress of the pupils will permit, and the experience 
nd judgment of the teacher will suggest and direct. 

The Teeth. — Their number, location, structure, use, abuse and 
are. 

The digestive process ; its use, abuse and care. I w<?uld con- 
tantly remind the teachers of the importance, to the pupils and 
hemselves, of personal observation of the parts, organs and the 
rarious processes under consideration, going on in their bodies; 
eachers using the books furnished, or any other they may have 
iccess to, for guidance and to aid in furnishing the information 
needed. 

Hygiene : the common or obvious laws of health. 

Third Grade. 

Follow the line of work on the same plan suggested for the 
fourth grade, the teacher guiding the observations, suiting the 
instruction and the illustrations to the progress and advancing 
age of the pupils. 

Blood. — Call the attention of the pupils to the fact that it per- 
vades all parts of the body. This may be shown by slightly 
Ericking, with a fine pointed needle, any part of the body, when 
lood Will flow. Call attention to the heart— its beating, and to 
the fact that it is the pumping engine of the body; also, to the 
arteries and the veins, as the channels through which the blood 
passes to all parts of the system and back again to the heart. 
Direct the attention of the pupils to the fact that it is through 
the blood that our bodies are nourished by the food we eat, and 
that the quality of the blood depends upon what we eat and the 
air we breathe. 

Hygiene: Continue the study of the laws of health. Always 
lead the pupils to observe their own habits, that they may see 
wherein they conform to or violate these laws. 

Second Grade. 

Follow the line of work indicated for the third grade, extend- 
ing it as the pupil progresses. 

Respiration : Take up the respiratory organs. Call attention 
to their location, structure, use and abuse. Emphasize the im- 
portance of properly exercising them and how. Dwell upon the 
necessity of pure air and plenty of it ; also, upon the evils of 
cramped or improper positions of the body affecting these organs. 
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First Grade. 

Continue the line of work for the preceding Grammar grades, 
the teacher progressing in the grade of the work and in the 
details as the pupils advance from grade to grade. 

The Nervous System : Lead the pupils to notice the fact that 
all these organs and machinery of the body are for the use of 
the mind, and that the use of the nervous system is to establish 
a working communication between the mind and the body. 
Call attention to the use of the senses as the channels of commu- 
nication from the outer world to the mind ; the importance of 
the proper care and training of these senses. 

Show that the nerves extend to all parts of the body, which 
may be done by the sense of feeling; also, point out the general 
division of the system into the nerves of the head, trunk, upper 
extremities and lower extremities. 

Note. — These lessons will be given daily, and will occupy 
from eight to ten minutes for each exercise. The principals will 
please make provision for the proper carrying out of this work. 

Other matters of importance in the schools will be found in 
the statistical reports forwarded to you at the close of the year. 

I desire to thank you for your continued courtesy and kind- 
ness. 



NEW BRUNSWICK. 



Henry B. Pierce, Superintendent. 

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 
The schools of New Brunswick have pursued the even tenor 
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of their way during; the past year, and judging from the in- 
creased desire to obtain seats at any of the public exercises of 
the schools, the interest in them is in no wise diminished. At 
the Commencement exercises of the High School in June last, 
the Opera House, the largest audience room in the city, was 
filled, while hundreds failed to obtain admission. 

In promptness and regularity of attendance the teachers have 
ceased trying to secure anything better than has been accora- 
1 plished, believing they have reached as high a standard as is 
consistent with the health of the pupil. 

Considerable attention has been given to the subject of School 
Hygiene during the past year. The State Sanitary Association 
at their meeting in December last listened to a valuable paper, 
prepared by Superintendent Brace, of Camden, on School Hygiene, 
and discussed the following resolutions offered by the writer. 

Resolved, That the State Board of Health be requested to have 
printed slips, containing the names of dangerous diseases which 
are considered contagious, distributed among the City and County 
Superintendents of Schools. 

That physicians be requested to notify either the Superintend- 
ent or Principal whenever a dangerous, contagious disease is 
found in a family, of whose members one or more attend school. 

That when such notice is received, the teacher be authorized 
to suspend all pupils from such family until the attending phy- 
sician certifies that all danger from contagion has passed. 

That the State Board of Health be requested to obtain the 
passage of a law forbidding the holding of public funerals in all 
cases where death was caused by a contagious disease ; also, when 
public notice of funerals is given, such notice shall name the 
disease of the deceased. 

The above were offered in the hope that their importance 
would lead to some action on the part of the State Board of 
Health which would prove beneficial to the schools. This hope 
has in a measure been realized. The State Board of Health 
have, through their Secretary, Dr. Hunt, distributed throughout 
the State "Sanitary School and Health Circulars," showing the 
importance of health as a means of power, success and happiness 
in life, and giving directions which, if followed, must be pro- 
motive of health. 

While they name certain diseases which require special pre- 
cautions on the part of school authorities, they wisely leave much 
in all cases of sickness to the good judgment of the physician, 
parent and teacher. 

There are certain diseases incident to childhood which, though 
contagious in character, are so light in form that many parents 
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wisely make no effort to prevent their children frotia having 
them while young, knowing that, if had in later years, they are 
not only far more expensive, but often prove fatal. 

As a further means of preserving the health of school 
children, I have given the subject, general recess in schools, 
careful attention, and have come to the conclusion that its abol- 
ishment in city schools will prove an important factor in that 
direction. General recesses have come down to us as relics from 
former generations with the accepted idea that twice a day the 
turning of all children, robust and delicate alike, into the yard 
to romp, run and scream for fifteen minutes, was conducive to 
health, and, therefore, time for recesses must be framed into all 
programmes and strictly observed. Are general recesses neces- 
sary to health ? if so, they should still hold a prominent posi- 
tion in every school. Experiments of no general recess have 
been tried in various cities, and so far as I have been able to 
learn, superintendents, principals and parents speak of none but 
excellent results in the direction of health. In our own city 
there has been no general recess in the Grammar and High 
School Departments for nearly two years, while in the Inter- 
mediate and Primary Department the plan has been in opera- 
tion during the latter half of last school year. 

There seems a striking contrast between the opportunities for 
inducing sickness with no general recess, and with such recesses 
daily. With no recess the pupils are ever protected during 
school hours from the inclemency of the weather, while with 
the general recess plan pupils are sent out twice a day, often in 
rain and snow, sleet and hail, partially clad, to ran and scream 
until the signal announcing the end of the recess is given, when 
they return, with wet feet and damp clothing, to take their seats 
and remain in that unhealthy condition until the close of the 
school. To one who visits the schools daily, there is no difficulty 
in determining why so many pupils are suffering from coughs, 
colds and lung diseases. 

But, does not the preservation of health require that pupils 
shall be permitted to go out? Yes, assuredly, and under proper 
restrictions individual recesses should be granted as often as 
necessary, and m our own schools the necessity does not arise as 
often as it did when general recesses were permitted. 

1\> not pupils require some exercise during the school ses- 
sions? Is it not injurious to them to remain seated so long 
without a change of position ? I answer both of these questions 
in the affirmative, and will state what should be done to obviate 
these difficulties* Midway of the morning and afternoon ses- 
sions there should be five minutes devoted to light calisthenics 
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Dr marching, at which time the doors and windows should be so 
opened as to entirely change the air of the room without expos- 
ing the children to drafts. The direction of the wind should be 
noticed, as it may require one set of windows to be opened to- 
day and another to-morrow. The movements should be varied, 
and of such a character as to keep the pupils interested in mak- 
ing them. Again, classes should not remain in their seats dur- 
ing all their recitations ; in some they should march out from 
their seats and stand in erect lines, care being taken not to have 
Buch recitations too long. 

The above reasons in favor of no general -recess, are offered in 
the line of health preservation. Incidental to them and as addi- 
tional reasons why no general recess should be given are the 
following : 

1. There is less risk to bodily danger than there must neces- 
sarily be where large or even small numbers are permitted to 
run and play rough games upon paved school yards. 

2. Discipline will be maintained much easier, as all serious 
violations frf school regulations generally occur at the general 
recess. 

3. Moral danger to pupils will be lessened, though a careful 
examination of well conducted public schools will show as high 
a standard of morality in them as exists in any other institu- 
tion of learning. 

4. Convenience to parents in the better arrangement of school 
hours. Instead of giving twenty minutes or a half hour in the 
middle of the session to the general recess, this time can be given 
to the pupils at the close of the session, which enables them to 
reach their homes in time to assist their parents in the perform- 
ance of various household duties. 

With us the* experiment of no general recess gives general 
satisfaction. The health of the pupils seems better; the disci- 
pline is improved, and is maintained with less severity; the 
grounds are not at stated periods filled with noisy children that 
often make the school house objectionable to adjoining property, 
and its neighborhood a nuisance to those who are so unfortunate 
as to live within hearing distance. 

Give, then, the experiment of no general recess a fair trial, and 
if the school hours are properly regulated and requisite care is 
taken in keeping the school room well ventilated, and the pupils 
thoroughly exercised, this departure in educational methods will 
not be tried for a season and then abandoned, but it will be 
made perpetual. 



82 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 



PATERSON. 



Clarence E. Meleney, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

At the close of the summer term, I sent you the statistical re- 
ports of the schools of this city for the year ending August 31st, 
1883. A comparison with the reports of previous years will 
better enable you to make your own conclusions in regard to the 
condition and progress of education in this city, than any review 
that I can make at this time. 

Having been but recently elected to the Superin tendency of 
the Paterson schools, I presume that it would hardly be expected 
of me to make comments upon the condition of education here, 
or to outline the policy we propose to carry out in the future 
management of the schools, and I should deem it highly inap- 
propriate for me so soon to offer suggestions looking towards 
improvements in the great work of education in the State. 
Whatever I may say in this direction will be suggested by a 
necessarily hasty survey of this field, and my first impression of 
what would possibly work for the improvement of our schools. 

I have been very much gratified during ray first visits by the 
evident interest manifested by the principals and teachers in the 
work entrusted to their charge. I think, I may safely say, that 
we have here an earnest body of workers, and the indications 
lire that the good work already begun will continue to improve. 

We have twelve school buildings all built of brick. Three 
are larger than the needs of the localities demand, but all the 
others are very much over-crowded. The two new schools which 
were expected to accommodate all the pupils of the districts for 
many years to come are already overfilled. Wherever a new 
building is erected children seem to come from unexpected 
sources. These schools must very soon be enlarged. Three 
other districts are very much in need of more school accommo- 
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dations. From this it will be seen that the city does not furnish 
the needed school facilities. The city has been growing so fast 
that the appropriations for school purposes have not kept pace 
with it. Some much-needed repairs have been left from year to 
year because of the scanty funds. By a state law (Pamphlet 
Laws of 1882, page 82, section 1,) we are allowed only $15,000 
for the purchase of lands for public schools, or for erecting, 
altering or furnishing buildings for school purposes. This 
amount should be increased to $25,000 or $30,000 for the next 
three or four years, in order to enable the city to put the build- 
ings in proper condition and establish new schools in the grow- 
ing districts. I hope some legislation may be enacted to afford 
us the necessary relief. 

Eight schools include primary and grammar grades. Four 
contain primary grades only. The High School is situated in 
school building No. 6, where there are also grammar and primary 
grades. The Normal Training Class is located also in this 
building. 

In most of the buildings the rooms are too small for the num- 
ber of children that are required to sit in them. Some of the 
rooms occupied by the youngest children are so small that the 
little ones have to sit upon the settees, because the space will not 
allow the use of desks. This is one of the most unpardonable 
and distressing evils of our system. It is ruinous to the health 
of teachers and pupils, and depressing to the life, happiness and 
natural enthusiasm of the children. 

There were in the employ of the Board last year 141 teachers, 
of whom 11 were males and 130 females. The whole number 
of pupils enrolled in June was 6,606, with a general average at- 
tendance of 5,831, or 95 per cent. About 90 per cent, of the 
whole number of pupils in our schools are enrolled in the 
Primary Department. 

How best to care for and what methods to use in teaching the 
children of the lowest grades in our Primary Schools should be 
the most important consideration for school authorities. Here 
we receive the little child in the vigor of mind and bod}' that 
nature gave him. We place him in a new atmosphere. Shall 
it be an atmosphere of pure, fresh air, or one that is loaded with 
impurity and heaviness that shall soon make the round, rosy 
cheek grow pale? Shall we wedge him in between his other 
unfortunate mates, and make him sit still all day long, or give 
him a little space for himself where he can have free exercise of 
his limbs as nature intended? Shall we make him a passive 
listener, a mere phonograph to echo the words of the teacher by 
her own guiding, or shall we put into his hands real objects that 
c 
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lie may handle and use to strengthen his powers of observation, 
and awaken thought and stimulate mental growth. "Things 
before words." Shall we compel him to idly watch what some 
one else does, or shall we let him do for himself and make with 
his own hands what his natural propensity suggests. I am a 
firm believer in the principle that the child grows by what he 
does — the greater the activity the greater strength — strength of 
body and of mind. The hand greatly aids the head. Not only 
is the physical and mental nature of the child developed, but his 
moral nature is constantly appealed to. The teacher first reaches 
the child through his heart. Hence, I think that industrial 
education should begin when the child first goes to school, and 
be continued throughout his whole life. If we continue to 
receive children at five years of age, our course of training 
should be largely industrial during the first year; everything 
in the line of language, number, form, color, and if any reading 
or writing a very little, should be incidental. Everything should 
be directed towards the generation of strong healthy bodies and 
vigorous mental powers. If this cannot be done, the child had 
better play at home in the yard, or in the play room, or even on 
the street, until he is six years of age, at least, and thus have 
time to lay up a stock of bo lily and mental strength. As our 
schools are so over crowded, I do not know but it would be well 
to have the State law changed so that the legal age of school 
children would be between six and eighteen years. 

We are gradually coming to realize the importance of dividing 
our lowest grades into small classes, and in many of the schools 
this desirable change has been accomplished, and yet in some 
cases children are crowded into rooms after all the seats have 
been filled. In one school it has been necessary to have half- 
day sessions which plan works very satisfactorily. Children of 
five or six years of age learn in three hours all they ought to be 
expected to learn in one day. 

Not only should the lowest classes be the smallest, but they 
should be taught by the best teachers. There should be induce- 
ments for good teachers to stay in the lowest grades instead of 
forever pining to get up higher. I do not believe in the system 
of promotion of teachers — by which it is impossible for teachers 
to remain long enough in the lowest grades to learn the work— 
I wish something could be done to dignify the work of this class, 
and to compensate the ability and talent that is required. An 
objection to this plan is frequently raised by showing that it is 
much easier to discipline infants than half-grown children, 
therefore the poor little innocents can be imposed upon by 
experimenters or pupil teachers, because they do not know any 
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better, while boys of more advanced years know too much to 
submit to green teachers. The fact is that teachers should serve 
their apprenticeship before receiving appointments, by assisting 
in school work without pay until they are competent to assume 
charge of a class where their talents warrant success. 

We are poorly supplied in this part of the State with trained 
teachers. Our own training school cannot supply the demand 
and the State Normal School does not send many graduates this 
way. 

The State of New Jersey should establish another Normal 
School for the benefit* of this section, and it should be an institu- 
tion well up to the times and alive to the interests of education, 
as the rising generation understands education. 

I am very strongly impressed that more attention should, be 
paid to the physical condition- and improvement of the pupils. 
A sound, vigorous mind needs a strong, healthy body. Children 
come to school almost physically perfect, and after a very short 
time they become weak, pale, round shouldered and often have 
to drop out of the race. This results fiom the impure air, the 
lack of proper seats, the infrequent changes of position from 
pitting to standing, the leaning posture in writing or other slate 
work, the careless position while standing or walking, and not 
unfrequently by the example of the teachers who, from weari- 
ness or thoughtlessness, assumes improper form, which is 
imitated by the children Exercises in calisthenics and march- 
ing do not alone suffice unless pupils are constantly watched 
and taught oroper position and care of the body. This can 
very profitably be done in connection with practical lessons in 
physiolog}'. 

We are much troubled with tardiness and irregular attend- 
ance. This, of course, leads to truancy, idleness, ignorance and 
vagrancy. A great many children leave school at an early age 
to go to work. Many of them do not find employment, or are 
not kept steadily at work. These induce others to become tru- 
ants. I hope public sentiment may become so aroused that it 
will be possible to put into operation some form of compulsory 
attendance at school. Would it not be well to establish truant 
schools, where negligent and unruly children could be kept and 
taught. 

There have been no changes in the Principalship of our 
schools this year. Very few assistants have resigned, and aside 
from the addition to our number of teachers, oy the opening of 
new schools, the work remains in the hands of those who have 
so well conducted it during the past year. 
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PHILLIPSBURG. 



Joseph H. Brensinger, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

I herewith present my annual report. This completes my 
seventh year as Superintendent of the town. During the past 
year I have succeeded in reducing the percentage of truancy 
very much, and hope to be able to still further reduce it next 
year. Our primary schools are over-crowded ; but the Board in- 
tend to erect another large school building as soon as possible, 
and then the crowded schools can be relieved. 

COMMISSIONERS. 

There were five commissioners elected to our Board : Isaac? 
Vanatta and Charles Morgan were re-elected, William Smith, 
was elected to fill the vacancy caused by the removal of John 
Halley, Alexander Johnson was elected in the First Ward, and 
Frank B. Heckman in the Third Ward. 

TEACHERS. 

Death entered our ranks during the year, and removed Miss 
Mary Connell and Miss Emma Lieberman. They were both 
educated in our High School, and were doing good conscientious 
work. The male teachers acted as pall-bearers at Miss Connelly 
funeral. She had been teaching over nine years, and was be- 
loved by all who knew her for her straight-forward, upright and 
Christian-like character. Miss Lieberman had just commenced 
teaching, and was cut down in the beginning of what would 
have been a most useful career. She occupied every moment 
out of school in the attainment of useful knowledge, which no 
doubt helped to bring on the illness of which she died. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 

ligh School remains about the same as last year as to 
s. A very bright class of ten graduated in the Methodist 
al Church on the evening of June 22d. The names of 
duates were: Anna Davitt, Charles Creveling, Lewis 0. 
John Ditton, Osiris McConnel, John Jones, Matthew 
Jennie Dumont, Clara Phipps, and Lillie Spinner. The 
who will be in the High School next year will be : A 
) ; B Class, 15 ; C Class, 18, and D Class, 36. 
ligh School is doing a good work in furnishing teachers, 
r lor our town, but also for the county of Warren. A 
any sons and daughters of our poor population would 
.ble to give their children such an education as they get 
ligh School, if the institution was not in the town. 



Leports of County Superintendents. 



ATLANTIC COUNTY. 



S. R. Morse, Superintendent. 



•. A. Apgar^ State Superintendent : 

have the honor to present my sixth annual statement 
e condition of the Public Schools of Atlantic county. 
ie amount of money received from the State is $21,824.82 or 
,04 more than last year. The amount received from the 
ship, city and district taxes is $19,524.78 or $2,320.90 less 
last year. Atlantic City raised $2,800 less, which leaves an 
iase of $480.10 in the rest of the county; the amount of 
ius revenue is the same. The amount of balance in the 
Is of the collectors is $12,497.56 or $6,638.56 more than last 
The total amount from all sources, including balances, is 
181.97, or $4,803.68 more than last year, 
ie average salary of male teachers has been $50.93 per 
bh, an increase of 75 cents per month. The average salary 
male teachers has been $35.28 per month, a decrease of 76 
\ per month, which decrease is due to the employment of 
tants, for a short time, at a very low salary, otherwise there 
d have been a good increase. 
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There have been 32 male teachers and 45 female teachers em- 
ployed. 

The work done in the schools shows that we are steadily ad- 
vancing each year, that the teachers, school officers and parents 
have a deep interest in the good work. The pupils of the lower 
grades are pleased with the certificates of merit, which have en- 
couraged them much. The averages received by the pupils of 
each department are copied on a printed blank and posted in 
the school room so they can all see the results of their work. 

School Census. — The number of children in the county, 
according to the census of 1883, is 5,415, an increase over last 
years' census of 158. The number enrolled as registered is 
4,128, an increase of 225. The average number attending is 
2,315, or an increase of 771. 

It will be seen by the above, that, the number enrolled is only 
225 over the previous year, while the average daily attendance 
has increased 771, which is the best proof that can be given to 
show, that a greater interest has been manifested by the pupils, 
and better results have been reached in the schools. 

Maps, Cards, &c. — During the past year I have drawn a map 
of -our county, with diagram and printed instructions for draw- 
ing the same, a copy of which I have given to each school depart- 
ment under my charge. On it are located all of the principal 
cities, towns, villages, rivers, manufactories, railroads, post offices, 
school houses and other important matter. 

Each school has also been supplied with a set of combination 
cards. Many of the schools have been supplied with new charts, 
maps, books and apparatus. 

Examination anq Graduation. — The fifth annual examina- 
tion of pupils of the schools of the county, for Certificates of 
Honor, Diplomas and Certificates of Merit, was held during the 
week commencing Monday, April 9th. 

The answers returned to this office, as well as the number of 
diplomas and certificates granted, showed that better work had 
been done, during the past year, than in any previous one. 

Miss Georgie Morris, of Bakersville, Anderson Bourgeois, 
teacher, received the only certificate of honor granted. 

There were 37 diplomas and 691 certificates of merit earned 
and given. 

Commencement Exercises were held at Hammonton, Elwood, 
Mays' Landing, English Creek and Smith's Landing, to accom- 
modate pupils in the different sections of the county, and to . 
awaken the people as much as possible to school interests. 
These exercises are well attended. 
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NAMES OF GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 1883. 



ES OF STUDENT8. 



if. Johnson... 

... Lake.. 

iyan 

Risley 

if. Rinley 

. Adams 
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M. Morris. . 
la Steel man. 

Scull 
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,8 Barrett 
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Barrett 

apbell 

M Lotton... 
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Veal... 

i\dam8 

T. Wright.... 
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L. Oarhart... 
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Schnitz , 
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Pressey 

ressey 

Bassett... 

L8h 
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Elvins 

Clvina 
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Name of School. 



N. Port Republic 

Pleasantville 

Smith's Landing.. 
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Bargaintown .. 

u 

English Creek. 
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Hawkinsville . ... 
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Agricultural. 



Egg Harbor City 

Hammonton, Centre. 
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15 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
17 
17 
18 
18 
22 
22 
22 
25 
25 
38 
38 
44 
44 
44 
44 
45 
45 
47 
49 
49 
49 
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49 
49 



Names of Teachers. 



Mr. J. W. Mil'er. 

Mr. F. J. Clark. 

Mr. W. B. Matthews. 
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Anderson Bourgeois. 
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J. S. Hoagland. 
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J. B. Rogers. 
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Mrs. Hannah Johnson. 
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Mr. C. J. Adams. 
Mr. H. B! Whitney. 
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Mr. Adolph Mahler. 
u u it 

Mr. A. G. Masiu8. 

Miss E. S. Whittaker. 
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Miss Carrie Pollard. 

u u u 

Jessie Andrews. 
t< a 



u 
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lchers Examination. — The quarterly examinations for 
>rs have been held at the prescribed times. I have been 
issisted by Messrs. C. J. Adams, W. B. Matthews and A. G. 
s. 

ring the year there have been 87 applicants. We have 
?d 3 first grade, 17 second grade and 30 third grade certify 
making 50 granted and 37 rejected. 

lchers. — The majority of our teachers are anxious to im- 

themselves, to become acquainted with the latest methods 

ching, that they may be able to do better work. They 
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have done good work, and their presence at all of our teachers' 
meetings shows that they expect to do better work. We have 
had teachers who were satisfied with themselves and their work, 
and did not wish to improve. I am glad to say this class is fast 
dropping from the ranks. We had last year twenty-two teach- 
ing in our county, and five teaching in other counties, who have 
graduated from our own county during the past few years. This 
shows the good results of our Course of Study. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Teachers' Institute was held at 
Atlantic City, October 11th, 12th and 13th. Every teacher was 
present all or a part of the time. The exercises were conducted 
by Professors H. R. Sanford, of Middletown, New York, and Henry 
Houck, of Pennsylvania, and were very interesting and instruc- 
tive, proving of much benefit to the teachers. The evening lec- 
tures and reunion were well attended and much enjoyed. 

School Houses. — No new school houses have been built dur- 
ing the past year. In No. 1, two new rooms have been added to 
the New Jersey avenue school building, and the other property 
much improved ; money has also been voted to build a new 
house of fotir rooms in the lower part of the city. 

New houses are needed, or the old ones rebuilt, in Nos. 2,9, 
10, 12, 14, 20, 24, 39, '40, 45, 46, and at least one room added to 
the Central School building at Hammonton. The two districts, 
Nos. 5 and 7, Port Republic, should be united, and one of the 
houses moved to a more central location and repaired, that they 
could have a graded school. No. 12, Absecon, should have a 
new house and a first class graded school. Much needed re- 
pairs have been made to some of the school buildings. 

At Egg Harbor city a new room has been seated, arid another 
teacher employed. New seats have been ordered for No. 50, 
Oak Dale, Hammonton. 

Of the forty-six districts in our county, thirty-one furnish the 
text-books and other supplies free to the pupils. These are 
Atlantic City, Egg Harbor city, Absecon town, and all the dis- 
tricts in the townships of Buena Vista, Hamilton and Mullica, 
and the districts in the following townships except Nos. 2, 3, 4, 
5, 7, 9, in Galloway; Nos. 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 23, in Egg Harbor 
township; No. 26, in Weymouth; 49 and 50 in Hammonton 
town. 

I am in hopes ere long to see free books in every school in our 
county, as it is the cheapest and best way to get them ; then we 
shall truly have free schools. 

School Visits. — I have made two hundred and twenty-two 
visits to the schools during the past year, or an average of three 
and a half to each school in the county. 
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The teachers' associations have been held once in two months 
curing the school year, and have been well attended, and still 
>ntinue to do much good. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks for the hearty 
ipport I have received from the school officers, teachers, pupils 
nd parents ; also to State Superintendent E. A. Apgar and Sena- 
Dr J. J. Gardner, who have always been ready to advance the 
ause of education in every way. 

My thanks are due to the State Board of Education for the 
tppreciation they have shown of my work, in my reappoint- 
nent. 



BERGEN COUNTY. 



John A. Demarest, Superintendent. 



To Ellis A. Apgar, Stale Superintendent : 

In obedience to the requirements of the school law, I here- 
with respectfully submit my eighth annual report of the con- 
lition of the Public Schools in Bergen county, for the vear 
mding August 31st, 1883. 

The statistical report accompanying this will exhibit the 
tmount of moneys for the schools the coming year, but the fol- 
owing will give a summary of the resources and expenditures 
>f the past year, viz : 
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Balances due the several districts, Sept. 1st, 1882..... $12,059 84 

Amount received from the State 44.145 64, 

Amount received from the Surplus Revenue 1,795 08 

Amount received from other sources 2,662 42 

Amount collected for teacher's wages 25,139 47 

Amount collected for incidentals, buildings, repairs, 

&c 15,19134 

Total resources $100,993 79 

Amounts Expended. 

For Teacher's Wages $61,231 93 

" Fuel 3,157 60 

11 Incidentals 10,210 82 

" Building, repairs, Ac 9,458 58 

$84,058 93 



Total balances now due the districts $16,934 

This balance is a reserve fund, due the several districts and 
composed of moneys raised by district tax, to supply the wants 
of our schools until the month of January, when the State 
moneys become due. 

Number of districts which ordered a district tax for 
salaries, incidentals, buildings, repairs, Ac 36 

Number of districts which ordered a district tax for 
repairs, &c, alone 16 

Total number which ordered a district tax. 52 

Districts complain that the amount received from the State is 
insufficient to run the schools. The general feeling is that the 
per capita should be increased to avoid a district tax for the pay* 
ment of teacher's salaries. 

School Census. — The whole number of children between five 
and eighteen years of age, residing in the several districts, is 
10,688, an increase of 61 over last year. The school census was 
taken in the month of May in all the districts except one, and this, 
through change of clerk and ignorance of the law, was omitted 
until July, but included in the above as per order of the State 
Superintendent. 

Attendance. — The following is the number of children, 
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etween five and eighteen years of age, enrolled in our school 
agisters, viz : 

dumber who have attended 10 months, or more 327 

8 " but less than 10... 1,647 

" " " 6 " " " " 8... 1,334 

« « u a 4 u u « „ 6 1>130 

" " " " less than 4 months 2,243 

Total enrollment in the Public Schools 6,681 

Estimated number who have attended Private Schools. 1,408 

Total attendance ,. 8,089 

Comparison will show a general increase in all the above 
figures over those of last year. 

By taking the total attendance from the census, it will be 
found that the number who have attended no school is 2,599. 
Prom these figures, a thoughtless, hasty conclusion might be 
irawn, that these children are growing up in ignorance, as can- 
didates for our poor houses and State prisons — but an examina- 
tion of the facts will prove any such conclusion false. Of these, 
i large class between five and seven years of age, is included in 
the school census, but considered too young by parents to attend 
)ur schools. Then, again, another class between 14 and 18 years 
ire forced, through circumstances, to engage in the busy activities 
)f life, but also included in the school census. Hence, it will be 
teen that neither class is included in the school register, but both 
n the school census, and when these are deducted from the list 
eported " as attending no school," there will be but very few, if 
my, left. 

Illiteracy. — Under this head the Rev. Joseph Cook asserts, 
n the " Pennsylvania School Journal " for May, that in this State 
90,000 children are not enrolled in our schools and don't know 
be English alphabet." Hence, the non-attendance reported in 
lis county must be our qnota of the above. 
Those Jbetween the ages of five and twelve years cannot be 
died illiterate, for they are either too young, are attending our 
boots, or have ample time to learn the English alphabet. But 
tose of the age of twelve, and upwards, who have not had any 
hool advantages can properly be classed under this head. 
Through pergonal inquiry and a careful investigation, only 65 
ive been found in the county between the ages of 12 and 18 
ars who cannot read and write. This number may be classi- 
;d as follows, viz.: 
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Native White 16 |na! 

Mute^ 1 fces 

Idiots 2 

Germans 2 

Hollanders 6 

Colored £ 38 

Total 65 

Two Germans and thirty-six Hollanders, who have recently 
entered the country, are reported as not being able to read and 
write the English language, but can do so in their mother 
tongue. Hence, while we may have 2,599 children not enrolled 
in our schools, for the reasons given above, still, the latter part 
of the assertion is false in the face of figures. 

District Changes have been few. One new district, located 
at Corona, and numbered 35£, was formered during the year 
from districts Nos. 35 and 36. District No. 45, Paramus Church, 
has bad its boundary lines properly defined and approved. 
Frequent applications have been made to create new districts 
and change lines, but all have been refused except those named 
above — only when absolute necessity requires it, will any notice 
be taken of such requests. We have now too many small dis- 
tricts incapable of supporting themselves, who draw an unjust 
proportion of school money from the larger districts, and repeat- 
edly refuse to vote a district tax to hire competent teachers to 
conduct and build up their schools. In all such cases, in my 
opinion, when it can be conveniently done, judgment will be 
shown by uniting them instead of dividing them to form larger 
and stronger districts. 

Township Meetings were held during the close of the year to 
examine and compare financial statements, to answer questions 
arising through the school law, to instruct and acquaint trustees 
of their duties, and to transact such other business as may prop- 
erly come before them. The attendance generally was small, 
owing to the busy season, but unusual interest was manifested* 
by those present. " School Houses," " School Libraries/' " School 
Apparatus," "School Furniture," "Teachers," "Schools, Ac," 
were subjects freely discussed, and I assert again, that I realize 
more and more the benefits arising from these meetings. 

Quarterly Examinations have been regularly held with less 
applicants than usual. The high grade certificates held by our 
teacliers, and the few changes made in our schools, can be as- 
signed as the cause. Seventeen males and forty -two females 
applied for certificates, but only fifteen males and thiriy-five 
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emales passed successfully the required examination. Certifi- 
ates have been granted as follows, viz : 

First grade granted to males 7 

First grade granted to females 3 

Second grade granted to males 4 

Second grade granted to females 6 

Third grade granted to males 4 

Third grade granted to females 26 

Total number granted 50 

School Libraries have been established in districts, Nos. 18, 
0, 21, 42 and 44. Districts Nos. 6, 7, 15, 31, 37, 40, 41, 55, 57 
nd 62, have added to those already established. Thirty -four 
istricts now have libraries established. * 

School Houses. — The number of school houses in the county 
seventy-one, all of which are owned except one wliich is rented, 
ifty-four are built of wood, fifteen of brick, and two of stone. 
Their Condition. — Thirty-nine are marked " very good, " 
renty-four "good," seven "medium," and one "very poor." 
he one marked " very poor, " will be either marked " very 
>od " in my next report or the district will cease to exist. 
Class Rooms. — These buildings have one hundred and thirty- 
iree class rooms, of which one hundred and fifteen were in use 
le past year. All have sufficient blackboard space except two. 
Furniture. — While all are hot furnished with the latest im- 
roved school furniture, still only one retains the old style of slab 
tats and desks around the walls of the room. 
Ventilation. — Thirty-five buildings are supplied with systems 
'. ventilation, however imperfect many of them may be, and 
lirty-six are ventilated only through the doors and windows. 
his important subject has been repeatedly brought to the notice 
the trustees and teachers and is now receiving due attention. 
Maps and Charts. — Twenty-three have nocaps and charts, 
irenty-three have maps, four have charts, and twenty-one have 
dither. The need of these is being felt and they are gradually 
sing supplied. Our live, active teachers use the blackboard as 
substitute. 

Globes, Dictionaries and Gazetteers. — Forty-three have 
obes, sixty-three dictionaries, and forty six gazetteers. The 
ctionaries and gazetteers are old editions, furnished by the 
ate years ago, and need to be exchanged for later editions, as 
ey are now of little use. 
Text Books. — Nineteen districts furnish the text books, and 
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in fifty-seven they are supplied by the pupil. It is hoped that 
the day will speedily come when all the schools will furnish the 
text books, as this subject is a constant annoyance, and a pre- 
ventive in many cases to the progress of our schools. 

Repairs. — Ten buildings, which had become considerably 
worn by use, have been thoroughly repaired, painted and fur- 
nished, and made as good as new. All undergo more or leas 
general repairs each year, and thus, without a great outlay, are 
kept in an excellent condition. Hence, as a whole, our build- 
ings are good, well furnished and adapted for work. 

School Visitation. — Two hundred and thirty-three visits 
have been made to the different departments. While teachers 
generally are active, the pupils studious and attentive, and the 
most of our schools properly graded and making rapid ad- 
vances, still some, through mismanagement, do not reach the 
* standard. The cause, in most cases, is a multiplicity of classes, 
which will not allow them to present or develop subjects. This 
evil I have tried to destroy during my entire administration, but 
have not yet entirely succeeded. Where this exists but very 
little, if any, teaching can be done — merely, in a haphazard 
way, the " hearing of lessons." For only through proper grada- 
tion and classification can results be accomplished. 

Primary Work is another subject which, I find, should 
receive more careful attention, as this is the foundation on which 
we build, and if it is poorly laid the structure will be necessarily 
weak. While we have many g9od primary teachers and much 
excellent work performed, still it does not receive the attention 
it should. Many trustees have the idea that "any one will 
answer," and, as a result, the inexperienced and the most poorly 
paid are found here. Many teachers will do excellent work in 
the higher, but in this become perfect failures, for the reason 
they don't understand the subject. This period in the child's 
history is too important to be trifled away thus, and hence, it 
demands a thorough reform — only experience and the very best 
talent should be employed. Proper habits must be formed and 
a good foundation laid, or we will fail in rearing the temple of 
life. The only way a change can be made, under the present 
law, is to continually agitate the question and show the evil 
results which must follow. 

Teachers generally aim at proficiency in the higher and neg- 
lect the lower. The teacher in a mixed school v must understand 
it or he will prove a failure, and the principal of a graded school 
must be familiar with it or he cannot give much direction, and 
will be illy fitted for the place. I boldly assert that no teacher 
should be allowed to become principal of any school, unless he 
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is thoroughly competent to take charge and successfully teach 
any department. It is highly necessary for teachers and school 
officers to give more attention to primary wo*k. 

Two new departments have been added. Forty-nine male 
and sixty-five female teachers have been employed at an average 
salary of $65.70 per month for males, and $38.36 for females — 
being an increase of $2.18' per month for males, and a decrease 
of $0.26 for females as compared with the last report. The fol- 
lowing is a classification of their certificates, viz : 

Males holding first grade State 5 

Males " second " " 3 

Females * " " " 7 

Males " third « " 1 

Females " " " " 5 

Males " first " County 26 

. Females " " " " 9 

Males " second" , s " 10 

Females " " " " 24 

Males " third " " 5 

Females " " " " 20 

Total 115 

Twenty-one of the above are graduates of the New Jersey 
State Normal School, and twelve are undergraduates, or those 
who attended for a time but did not complete the course. 

Annual Examination. — Our third annual examination of 
the schools in the following subjects, viz : Elocution, Orthography 
and Etymology, Geography, Arithmetic, Grammar, United States 
History, Bookkeeping, Mensuration, Geometry, Algebra, Natural 
Philosophy, Physiology, Composition, and Constitution of the 
United States, commenced April 5th and terminated April 13th. 
Two subjects were given daily, and the same subject commenced 
in all the schools at the same time, and on the same day. Forty- 
six schools took part in the examination with the following re- 
sult, viz: seventy passed successfully the fourteen subjects, one 
hundred and twenty-eight in eight or more but less than four- 
teen, and one hundred in four or more but less than eight. 
Eleveu of the seventy graduated last year but returned to their 
schools, took a special course and passed the examination again 
this year. In the lists appended they are named postgraduates. 

The following will give the names of the graduates and post- 
graduates for the years 1881, 1882 and 1883, together with the 
names of the teachers and schools and numbers of the districts. 



50 



APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 



CLA8S OF 1881. 



Names or Graduates. 



Addie V. Hover 

Anna M. Demarest..... 

Ida C. Bennett 

Minnie Christie 

Jennie Wood 

Frank Pearsall 

Katie V. Vanderbeek. 
George H. Demarest... 
Nettie L. Andrews...... 

Alice VanSaun 

Hattie K. Smith 

W. H. Lanbarigh 

Pauline Maodonald.... 

Lillie S. Cuiuming 

Arthur N. Comes 

Henry O. Ryan 

James B. Ackerson.... 

N. V. White 

John J. Terhune 

Harry D. Wheeler 

M. B. Gardner 

Adda S. Quackenbush 
William D. BlauveU... 

Bertie Van Saun 

Edgar Howland 

Kittie Demarest... 

John B. Banta ;. 

Eloise Ames 

Frances Irvine 

Arthur Christie 

Cornelius Christie...... 

Ellsworth Bertholf..... 

Eugene Harrison 

Lizzie V. Gilbert 

John E. Herring 

Fanrfy L. Moore 

Martha Stagg 

Katie Roniaine 

Wallace Green 

Schuyler Brinkerhoff.. 
Frederick Van Zandt.. 



Names or Schools. 



Englewood ... 



State St, Hackensack.. 
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Union St., Hackensack 
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7 
7 
7 
7 
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Names ofTeachi 



F. G. Bennett. 
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S. G. Lippencott 



Nelson Haas. 
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tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 

CI 

(t 
(t 
It 
It 
II 
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CLASS OF 1882. 



)F Graduates. 



Reardon 

. Sowden 

I, (col'd) 

;hen 

Lydecker 

)emarest 

Van Riper 

Bennett 

freen 

!. Buckley 

reen 

opper 

abriskie 

ey 

Bogert 

arnes ,. 

/an Buskirk 

Dimes 

decker 

Wilde... - 

'.. Qunckenbush... 

. Voorhis 

Whitney 

erris 

i Haring 

h 

k>gert. 

WilliamR 

Eover 

inner 

is 

iomaine 

,u Sand 

Acton 

lyler 

Gill 

Gill 

cinner 

lackenbush 

Elliott 

3od 

Ducommon 

teland 



Names of Schools. 



Leonia 

Englewood 



« 
« 

tt 
it 
tt 



Tenafly 



it 



Hillsdale .. 

Areola 

tt 



Oradell.. 

River Edge.. 



<( 



State St., Hackensack. 



it 

tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 



Union St., Hackensack... 



« 
tt 
tt 
tt 

« 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 



Rutherford 

North Rutherford. 




tt 



6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

12 
12 
12 
22 
27 
27 
29 
30 
30 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
40 
40* 
40* 
40* 



Names of Teachers. 



J. H. Clark. 

F. G. Bennett. 
(« 

u 

u 

u 
u 

tt 

J. V. D. Green. 
tt 

tt 

William W. Banta. 
Charles H. Storms. 

M 

C. L. Wagoner. 

William T. Dutton. 
t« 

S. G. Lippencott. 

44 

tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
ti 
tl 

Nelson Haas. 

u 

a 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
tt 
u 



Addison Ely. 
G. R. Alyea. 



« 
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POSTGRADUATES OF 1882. 



Names of Graduates. 


Names of Schools. 


No. OF 

DiST. 


Names of Teachebs. 


Ellsworth Berth o If. 


Union St., Hackensack... 

44 

• • • 

it 

• • • 

• • • 

•* 

» • • 

u 

• •• 

<< 

• • • 

• • • 

u 

• • 

• • • 


32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 


Nelson Haas. 

It 


Arthur N. Comes 


tt 


Edirar Howland...." 


4< 
It 


Harrv 1). Wheeler 


tt 


N. V. White. 

John J. Terhune- 


it 
it 
tt 




it 



CLASS OF 1883. 



Names of Graduates. 



Frank Barrett.. 

Henry Feldman... 

Fred/Hehtenbaugh 

Jessie Wood 

Vigors* M. BrinkerhotF. 

Ida L Wilson 

Minnie Gretiler... 

Owen J. Began™ 

Ira 11. Cooper- 

ts*rah Barr 

Joseph M. l\x>»er... 

Johu W\ Soowden ... 

Miuerva Bloomer 

John L. Mowbray... 

Lulu Howard .. 

Oeoorse *.*. Seibert 

Ftuttxa B^rt.- 

Anna Hartug ~ 

orac* lN*>n 

Jennie \Yray 

Kittt* Kew*j«u 

Mature 11. Harring 

r. K Van Buskirk 

William 5s IVBaun 

Jo&Bt IVlUJtfWt 

Atma S.vu 

Ne*»i* IVtuanwc- 

Ca*rfc« Bo$*rt. 

S*siie I. Ifctftwy 

lil'.ie V. lVut*ryt&. 

vo^W H. WewJk 



Names of Schools. 



No. of 



Names of Teachebs. 



Leonia ... 



44 
44 
44 
U 



Englewood. 



4« 

44 
44 
44 

M 



New Bridge-..., 

«4 

Schraalen burgh 



Clo^ter..., 



OM Tappan. 
OtadeU. 



River E*ige- . 

State :s.. HMeogack... 



UlST. 


* ■ 


6 


J. H. Clark. 1 


6 


M -i 


6 


a ] 


6 


a ] 

i 1 


6 


1 ** 


4 


IF. G. Bennett. J 


4 


u 


7 


a 


7 

4 




4 


« 


7 


a 

i 


mm 

t 


" 


10 


William T. Fidler. 1 


10 


1 


11 


Aaron Rrder. 1 


11 


.. 


11 


u 


11 


u 


15 


Horace Bobenon. 


15 


44 


1$ 


Homar A. Wilcox. 


29 


Ckaries H. Storms. 


:» 


•* 


29 




:» 




3D 


J. Edgar Waifce. 


30 


«« 


31 


Dr. J. P. Burnett. 


31 


4* 


31 


■* 
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CLASS OF 1883 — (continued). 



» of Graduates. 



rd Burnett.. 
?. Barney...., 

Shaffer 

iabriakie 

Pinkney , 

S. Hill 

jhrhof.. , 

Ward 

Jogert , 

jr. Banta , 

. Banta 

icRea 

3anta 

ogert 

. Knapp , 

a Gardner... 
a Williams. 
Ackerman... 

'onn 

Q. Collins... 
i L. Wright 

Tvler 

V. Phelps.... 

Cane 

i Jochem.... 

ae.. 

. Goetschies. 
iters 




No. OE 

Dl8T. 


Names of Teachers. 


31 


Nelson Haas. "• 


31 


c< 


31 


It 


31 


tt 


31 


tt 


32 


Nelson Haas. 


32 






32 






32 






32 






32 






32 






32 




k . 


32 






32 






32 






32 






32 




37 
37 


Richard Geppert. 

it 


40 
40 


Addison Ely. 


40} 

40} 

40} 

40} 

56 

56 


G. R. Alyea. 

u 
« 

Isaac W. King. 

it 



POSTGRADUATES OP 1883. 



j of Graduates. 



Van BuBkirk 

dis 

'. Acton 

B. Romaine 

an Saun 

^uackenbush 

Skinner 

.Gill 

. Hover 

11. Quack en bush... 
[uyler 



Names of Schools. 



River Edge 

Union St., Hackensack... 



u 
tt 
<< 
«( 
It 
tl 
It 
ft 
tt 



Names of Teachers. 



J. Edgar Waite. 
Nelson Haas. 



\ 
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Annual Commencement. — Our third annual commencement 
was held in the Atheneura Building, Englewood, on Friday, 
June 29th, at 1 P. M. Its object being to award diplomas to suc- 
cessful pupils and to create a deeper educational interest. The 
effects upon the people can only be imagined by seeing the great 
mass of interested intelligence present, and the vast numbers 
titfned away for want of room. At the close of a well arranged 
and well rendered programme, consisting of essays,' recitations 
and music, the Hon. Kllis A. Apgar, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, made a short but stirring address, eulogizing 
our Public Schools and showing their great work. 

Teachers' Institute. — Our annual institute was opened April 
25th, in the assembly room of the State street school building, 
Hackensack, in due form, with the Hon. Ellis A. Apgar, State 
Superintendent, and Prof. A. C. Apgar, of the State Normal 
School, as conductors. The attendance was large and the exer- 
cises interesting and instructive. All the teachers were present 
except three, who were excused on account of sickness. 

The principal subjects, which claimed the attention of the in- 
stitution, were botany and geography. The former was pre- 
sented by Prof. A. C. Apgar, and the latter by the Hon. Ellis A. 
Apgar. Both instructors treated their subjects in a masterly 
manner, and created lasting impressions both upon the minds of 
teachers and- visitors. 

While it might be claimed that botany will not help teachers 
in their immediate school work, still it brought to their notice «*• 
subject much neglected, and one which many are illy prepared 
to teach. It is the unanimous wish that this subject be con- 
tinued at our next meeting. 

On Thursday evening, (26th,) a lecture was given by th^ 
County Superintendent on " Order in the School Room." It wa^ 
well received by the large audience present, and the teacher^ 
declared it "to be a real help." On the afternoon of the 27th § 
after the usual complimentary resolutions, the institute ad' 
journed, and the teachers, well pleased with their work, returned 
with renewed energy to their schools. 

Teachers' Association. — Our old association has been ressor- 
rected, and is now actively at work upon a different plan. The 
old method " A Regular Course of Study," which had a tendency 
to keep teachers away instead of drawing them to the associa- 
tion, has been abandoned, and a new one arranged. Our design 
now is merely to remove difficulties encountered in the school 
room, enlist the sympathies of the people by going among them» 
present methods, consider school organization, learn modes of 
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discipline, and show how to inculcate manners and morals, and 
thus become a real help and strong support. 

In order to accomplish this, teachers are requested to keep a 
memorandum of all the difficulties experienced in their work 
and bring them to the association, when they will be collected 
and arranged as the programme for, the next meeting. 

This plan thus far has been a grand success. It interests 
the people, and promises great results for our schools. Teachers, 
tarn out in large numbers, and the people in the different locali* 
ties show their interest by their presence and the free lunches 
furnished the teachers. What was predicted for the former, bids 
fair to be realized through the latter, organization. 

Hence it will be seen that we are educationally alive, and if 
we don't reap the reward iu this life, the Good Book assures us 
that the faithful steward has the promise in the life which is to 
come. 



BURLINGTON COUNTY. 



Edgar Haas, Superintendent. 



3b £ A. Apgar, Stale Superintendent : 

In obedience to the law, I herewith respectfully submit my 
eighth annual report of the condition of the Public Schools of 
Burlington county, for the year ending August 31st, 1883. 
The finances for the present or coming year are as follows : 
The amount of apportionment from the State appropriation of 
$100,000, is $4,465.29; the amount of interest from the surplus 
Avenue, $4,363.92; the amount of apportionment from the 
ftterve fund of the State school tax, by the State Board of Edu- 
cationj $5,084.73 ; the amount of the 90 per cent, of the State 
school tax, reserved by the county, $58,362.61 ; the amount of 
district school tax voted for the payment of teachers' salaries, 
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$1,315; the amount of district school tax voted to be used for 
building, purchasing, hiring, repairing or furnishing Public 
School houses, $8,954.10; the bal&nce in the hands of the Town- 
ship Collectors, exclusive of district money for building and 
repairing purposes, $15,529.93 ; and the balance of district money 
in the hands of the Township Collectors, to be used for build- 
ing, repairing. &c, $4,378.40. In summing up, the whole 
amount for all school purposes, is $102,453.98, being $463.34 
more than that of last year. 

The amount voted for teachers' salaries, for the last year, is 
$1,432.94 less than that of the previous year; the amount of 
State money received for teachers' salaries, fuel and incidentals, 
for the last year, is $34.83 less than that for the previous year; 
and the amount of State money, now in the hands of the Town- 
ship Collectors, is $2,495.59 more than that of last year. 

Now, supposing the amount of the State money expended for 
fuel and incidentals, to be fixed or uniform from year to year, 
we see that the amount expended in teachers' salaries last year, 
is $3,763.36 less than that for the previous year, the difference in 
the number of children attending school, and the time for 
which the schools were kept open, being but slight, the former 
being but one hundred and sixty-nine less, and the latter three- 
tenths of a month more. Perhaps some of this result may be 
seen in the substitution of the nine female teachers for the eleven 
male ones, and the remainder in the economy of the purchase 
of fuel. 

The average monthly salary for the year, for male teachers, is 
only $48.82, and that for females, only $33.24. 

There are still some districts that have not yet refunded totbe 
State fund, the amount used for incidentals above the $20. It is 
to be hoped that the District Clerks of these districts will 
immediately attend to having a district tax voted for the purpose. 

The value of the Public School property in the county is 
$230,000, an increase of $3,800 over that of last year, which is 
to be attributed to building and repairs. 

The number of children that the school houses will comfort- 
ably seat is eleven thousand two hundred and fifty, being 
seventy-three and one third per cent, of the school census, and 
seven and one-third per cent, more than that of the attendance. 
The whole number of school children in the county is fifteen 
thousand three hundred and thirty-eight, being nineteen less 
than that of last year. The number of children enrolled in th e 
school register, as attending school, is ten thousand one hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, being sixty-six per cent, of the school 
census arid one per cent, less than that of last year. The num - 
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T>er estimated, as attending private school, is two thousand, being 
thirteen per cent, of the census and one per cent more than that 
of last year. The number estimated as not attending any 
school is three thousand and eighty-six, being twenty per cent. 
of the census and one per cent, less than that of last year. The 
sum of these components is but ninety-nine per cent., showing 
that the remaining one per cent, of the census, to be accounted 
for, has been lost in the estimation of the number attending 
private school, and in that of the number not attending any 
school. 

The average time for which the schools were kept open during 
the year is nine and eight-tenths months, being three-tenths of a 
month greater than that of last year; five schools were kept 
open for eleven months ; fifty-five for ten months and upward ; 
forty-four for nine months and upward ; two, Districts Nos. 104 
and 109, for eight months; one, District No. 21, for seven 
months; one, District No. 83, for six months; and one, District 
No. 33, for five and one-half months; and one, District No. 103, 
for four and one-half months. Schools Nos. 33, 103, 83 and 109, 
were closed for want of funds, they receiving but $200 State 
money ; School No. 104 was closed for want of a sufficient num- 
ber of pupils to warrant the- employment of a teacher for a 
longer time. The District Clerks of these districts not keeping 
their schools open for nine months, should also show cause to 
the State Superintendent why the State money for the next year 
should not be withheld from their respective districts. 

The whole number of teachers is one hundred and seventy- 
nine, of which forty-three are males, and one hundred and 
thirty-six females; and comparing these numbers with those for 
the previous year, we see that there was an exchange of eleven 
male for nine female teachers. 

The number of districts that have from time to time drawn 
money from the State for library purposes is forty-three, being 
five more than that up to the beginning of the year. The whole 
amount of money raised by the districts is $1,407.62, and that 
received from the State is $1,240. The number of books bought 
is two thousand one hundred and forty-seven, and the number 
now on hand is one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, 
thus showing that three hundred and ninety have been lost or 
used up. The amount expended for apparatus is $1,082.62. 

The school houses in Oakland district, No. 4; Grove district, 
No. 8 ; Columbus district, No. 9 ; Ewan district, No. 36 ; Sykes- 
ville district, No. 44; New Lisbon district, No. 56; Hartford dis- 
trict, No. 76; Tabernacle district, No. 90; and Jones' Mill dis- 
trict, No. 95 ; were all completely repaired, and most of them 
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refurnished with all the modern conveniences, such as desks of 
the latest and most approved style, black-boards, maps, globes, 
&c, &c. So comfortable and convenient are all of them, with 
the exception of No. 9, that they can now be rated as " good." 
District No. 9 must replace her remaining old desks and seats 
with new ones, before her house can be pronounced with the 
others as "good;" it is now ranked as " medium." 

Poplar Grove district, No. 30, built upon the site of the old 
one, a new one-story frame house, at a cost of about $800, and 
being furnished with modern desks and seats, black-boards, 
maps, &c, &c, it is ranked as " very good." 

The Hon. H. B. Smith erected in Smithville district, No. 35, 
at a cost of about $1,500, a new two-story brick house, upon the 
site upon which the old one stood. It is very neat, convenient 
and comfortable, and ranked as " very good." 

The trustees of these districts deserve much praise for their 
efforts in thus having their school houses repaired and rebuilt. 

There are about twenty-five other districts that ought to have 
something done to their school houses ; some refurnished ; some 
repaired and refurnished ; and some replaced with new bouses 
and new furniture. 

The number of applicants for teachers' certificates during the 
year is one hundred and ninety-three, of whom one hundred 
and forty-one passed, and fifty-two were rejected. There were 
granted six first grade certificates to males, and three to females; 
one second grade to a male, and eleven to females ; twelve third 
grade to males, and one hundred and eight to females. Of the 
number rejected there were seven males and forty-five females. 

The sixth annual examination of the pupils of the schools of 
the county, in the usual studies, for diplomas, certificates of dis- 
tinguishraent, and certificates of merit, was held during the 
seven school days commencing on Monday, April 2d, and end- 
ing Tuesday, April 10th. The whole number of pupils examined 
is five hundred aud fourteen, of whom four hundred and forty- 
six, with an average age of fourteen years, passed with a general 
average of eighty-four per cent., and the remaining sixty-eight 
with an average of less than seventy per cent., were rejected. 
Of those that passed, there are fifty-seven with a general average 
of ninety per cent., entitled to diplomas; one hundred and forty- 
two with a general average of ninety-one, and seven-tenths percent, 
to certificates of distinguish men t; and two hundred and forty- 
seven with : a general average of eighty -two per cent., to certifi- 
cates of merit. Since we do not graduate any less than seven- 
teen years of age, unless they expect to leave school, we will 
have from this year's examination thirty-seven, and from the 
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year's eleven, making in all forty-eight to receive diplomas, 
r names may be seen in the following list. 

NAMES OF THE GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 1883. 



:es of Graduates. 


Name of Schools. 


No. OF 

DlST. 


Names of Teachers. 






1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

2 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
16 
29 
41 
41 
41 
41 
44 
44 
47 
57 
57 
57 
57 
58 
60 
62 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
73 
79 
87 
87 
87 
112 
112 


Wilbur Watts. 


Wells 


<4 


u tt 


In Horner....... 


it 


it . tt 


ah E. Mattson 


u 


Martha Watts. 


a L. Carpenter 

LiDDincott 


ii 


<( tt 


it 


u tt 




it 


Wilbur Watts. 


V. Fort .. 




Emma Van Note. 




a 


<< M 


$r Bobbins 




William Macfarland. 




u 


tt a 


5 Hughes 


tt 


tt a 


jF.Gaskill 


tt 


«t tt 


Keen... 


u 


a tt 


Malsbury..... 


u 
tt 


tt tt 


ida Rogers..... 


tt a 


Powell 


tt a 


ie V. Flynn 


tt 


it tt 






Herman A. Stees. 


G. Hollinshead 




Ella M. M. Carr. 


e A. Moore 




William E. GaskilL 




tt 


u tt 


iE.Ga*kill 


tt 


<« a 


a Gaskill 


tt 


ii u 


>d A. Sexton..... 


Svkesville 


George Gilbert. 
a tt 


leus L. Poinsett 






Crosswicks 


Addie 0. Waters. 


r White 


Coates 


Emilie B. Grant. 


i E. Gray 


u 


it ii 


esM. Wells 


tt 


u tt 




tt 


tt n 






Leon Goble. 


11a Gauntt 


Birmingham 


Samuel D. Quigg. 
Anna Hall. 


i Goldy 


Buddtown i 




Mount Holly 


Charles D. Baine. 


;. Prickitt 


»( 


a u 


:ca B. Travis 


tt 


tt tt 




tt 


tt a 


D. Pease 


u 
u 


tt a 


iell 


tt a 


Scott 


u 


it a 


ida Moore 


London Grove.. 


Anna M. Branson. 




Medford 


Milton H. Allen. 


>n Kirkbride 


u 


u u 


;rd W. Sharp 


(• 


tt u 


ink Mathis 


Tuckerton 


Edwin A. Sawyer, 
ii <i 




i< 
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Our sixth annual commencement, at which these graduates 
will receive their diplomas, will take place in the Concert Hall 
of Mount Holly, on the third day of November next. That of 
the class of 1882 came off at the same place on the fourth day 
of November of said year. The exercises were of an interesting 
and entertaining character. The essays, evincing much deep 
and consecutive thought, were rendered in the spirit in which 
they were conceived ; and the recitations and the music selected 
by the graduates displayed a high degree of appreciation of sen- 
timent and harmony. Immediately after the part taken by the 
graduates, Miss Gertrude Kellogg, a member of the Alumni As- 
sociation, stepped forth and very fittingly supplemented the ex- 
ercises with an able and well timed address, entitled "The Goal 
of Study." 

The growing interest on these occasions continues to prove 
that our system of public instruction is still gaining in favor 
with the people. 

From time to time, as occasion demanded, the trustees were 
called together in board and township meetings. The adjusting 
of accounts between the township collectors and the district 
clerks seldom fails in bringing, out a representation from each 
and every board of trustees. 

At these meetings I presented to the trustees, for their consid- 
eration and cooperation, all matters pertaining to the interest 
and welfare of our schools. 

At our last meeting I presented to them, for their worthy con- 
sideration, the propriety of dividing the school children into 
bands for the purpose of planting trees about the school houses f 
for ornament and shade, and in such other places in the district* 
for climatic purposes, as they, the trustees, might designate. In 
order that they might more clearly see and appreciate the hygro^ 
metric needs of our country for agricultural purposes, I endeav^ 
ored to show them, in various ways, the influence of trees ia 
their individual and collective capacity, in retaining moisture in 
the soil 4 and in silently arresting the electricity of the clouds for 
rainfall. Since most of our trustees are directly or indirectly 
interested or engaged in agricultural pursuits, it is needless to 
say that they became much interested in the matter. 

Heretofore in all our county examination of pupils, we have 
adhered to the old plan of eliciting answers to propounded ques- 
tions, through the channel of memory. Now, it is the sad, pain- 
ful and mortifying experience of every true teacher in the land, 
that it is but a poor test of a pupil's qualifications or advance- 
ment. It is a fact that where there is much memorizing of 
minutiae in the establishment of principles, proposition, or rules 
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of any kind, there must be a corresponding mental forfeiture of 
present individual constituency, for the sake of retaining the 
collective power in the invelopment, and as this goes on from 
time to time, through the whole course of the student life of an 
enthusiastic person, there must be per force of the limitation of 
tbe activity of the brain for health and strength, surrendered to 
comparative forgetfulness, or to the domains of record for instan- 
taneous recognition, all that is not immediately subservient to 
just so much of tbe theoremic analysis of a superior proposition, 
as is required for comprehension and interpretation. The at- 
tempt to sum and recall at a moment's notice all the minutisB 
thus put beyond the domains of memory, would be almost as 
futile as to attempt to instantaneously grasp all the different 
shades of thought recorded in the myriad volumes of a national 
library, or to fully enumerate the misty particle* of the murky 
depths of the upper deep. If the propounded questions be se- 
lected from this class of minutiaj, the advanced and progressive 
student who has of late bestowed the exercise of his powers upon 
the more highly graded principles and propositions of the sub- 
ject, must fail in his examination, while the merest tyro must 
succeed and pass, the elements being still present with him for 
application. 

The difference between the two is this: the tyro is to put up, 
according to specification, from already prepared material at 
hand, a neat little structure within a certain specified time; 
while the advanced student is expected to put up in the same 
time the same kind of structure, but from massive, heavy, lum- 
bering material, prepared and fit only for superstructures of 
grand and colossal proportions. It is a sheer impossibility. 
With permission to draw upon the prepared resources of the 
depository, how soon would he recognize the appropriate ma- 
terial, and begin and complete the work? 

Now, this does not argue that the said student is a failure, 
because he has to resort to his record or his books to recognize 
certain elements that he needs in the solution of some original 
problem ; but it does argue that through his instant recognition 
of once familiar truth, he is learned indeed; that he is able to 
read and apply all the general principles that have ever passed 
before his scrutinizing mind. Now, being thus learned, it is not 
just that he should be thus subjected to a method of examination 
that requires him to descend from his present status, to remem- 
orize for the time being, the beggarly elements that have been 
already passed upon and stored away for recognition, merely for 
the purpose of redemonstrating that he can stand on the same 
low level with the tyro. 
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This second demand virtually amounts to a confession on the 
part of the examiner, that his first examination was untruthful, 
and not to be relied upon, notwithstanding his declarations to 
the contrary. 

The end and aim of successive examinations should be to test 
thoroughly the present power of the student, in the way of 
recognition, interpretation and application, in order to mark 
and encourage his advancement from time to time, and this can 
be done only by propounding original questions, and permitting 
him to use his book to read and apply all the elements, princi- 
ples and rules necessary to their solution. Of course, this method 
of examination would require better and more thorough work 
on the part of the teacher; work, too, that he would hail with 
delight, feeling that now, instead of being compelled to period- 
ically turn his pupils back to the ripples of the shore, he could 
carry them forward into the billowy depths of the subject for 
power and mastery. This method of examination once estab- 
lished, how soon would the waves of progress swell in amplitude 
and stir up the phosphoreous depths of the illimitable ocean of 
thought! 

We know that there are many that will contend that it is no 
examination at all, that any one could thus answer the ques- 
tions. To prove their positions false, we will propose a question 
in the advanced studies of the pupil; one, for instance, in the 
application of Horner's Method in the determination of the 
roots of any equation of any higher degree. 

Now suppose that in the process of thus solving the equation, 
a trial figure of the root, obtained by any division, reduces at 
that stage of the operation the absolute term, and the corres- 
ponding penultimate co-efficient to the same sign, and thus show 
itself to be the wrong one. If recourse were now to be had to 
8turm's Theorem, as the only way of determining the said 
figure, no one ignorant of its establishment and use could apply 
it, with the book in his hand, even if he were possessed of all 
that immediately precedes it, unless he should step out of the 
way of application into that of discovery and invention, and do 
at once that which baffled the skill of eminent mathematicians 
for ages. And so it would be in every other subject whose differ- 
ent superior parts have a consecutive dependence upon their 
inferiors; such as grammar, arithmetic, book-keeping, geometry, 
trigonometry, philosophy, and all the higher departments of 
science. / 

I have written thus at length upon this subject, that my 
motives in changing the method of my examination for the 
next year may not be questioned as to their purity. For years 
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I have felt that both teachers and scholars have been unjustly 
treated in this matter. 

Of late I have seen so much of the ill effects of the old 
method of examination in our schools, defeating my most san- 
guine expectations, that I am at last conscientiously compelled 
to make the new departure. 

And, in order that our teachers may not be taken by surprise, 
they will be immediately notified of the change, that they may 
begin with earnestness and zeal, the thorough teaching that the 
new departure will demand. It may be that it may prove too 
much for our young teachers ; if so, they have the means to be- 
come correspondingly competent, proffered them at our teachers' 
associations which still continue to do the same kind of good 
work that they did in the past. 

The only drawback upon the general and wide-spread useful- 
ness of these associations, in the county, is that of the want of 
constant attendance upon the part of these young and inex- 
perienced teachers who think that if they have only passed an 
examination, however meagre, and have received certificates, 
either from the county or the State Normal School, they have 
all the necessary qualifications of good teachers, not knowing 
that their superficial knowledge is but very trifling in compari- 
son with the depths of the subjects to be taught, and that with- 
out comprehensiveness of subject, there can be no general plan 
upon which to base the art of successful teaching. 

Persons not sufficiently interested in these associations to keep 
up a constant monthly attendance, for mutual improvement in 
everything that tends to benefit the schools under their charge, 
are not worthy of the name of teacher. 

I twice visited all the schools of the county, with the exception 
of two or three that were closed at the time of my visit, on 
account of sickness prevailing in their midst. Some of them I 
visited three, four and five times. I found, in general, that 
those teachers that never made any preparation for examination, 
but went right on from topic to topic, did the very best kind of 
work. 

The teachers attended to the taking of the census of the 
illiterate children in the county, and they found that in the 
aggregate there are but one hundred and forty-seven between 
the ages of twelve and eighteen years, that are unable to read or 
write. This is but a mite toward making up the ninety thou- 
sand unwittingly credited to the State. The full report contain- 
ing the names and ages will be sent you with my other statistics. 

I am sorry to note the death of two of our teachers, Mr. John 
W. Nutt and Miss Emma D. Corson. Both were faithful and 
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conscientious workers in our public schools, and they died, as it 
were, in the midst of their labors, having retired from their 
schools but a few weeks before. Mr. Nutt having given thirty- 
seven years to the work, was the oldest teacher in the county. 
For the last two or three years his strength of body was not 
equal to the demands that his determined spirit made upon it 
In conclusion, permit me to tender my thanks to all teachers, 
officers and friends that have lent me kindly aid. 
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CAMDEN COUNTY. 



Ice 



F.'R. Brace, Superintendent. 



lo E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

Herewith I present you the report of the condition of the pub 4 *" 
lie schools in Camden county for the year ending August 31sf>* 
1883. 9 

Finances. — The amount of district tax voted for teachers 
salaries is $24,266.32, being $30.30 more than last year. Th^ 
amount for building, repairing, &c, is $55,564.68, an increase o€ 
$15,722.70. The total amount of district tax is $79,831, an in^ 
crease of $15,753. The amount of State moneys is $62,813.22, a> 
decrease of $167.84. The total amount from all sources is $144,- 
173.93, an increase of $15,58516. There are forty-two districts 
in the county. Twenty-three receive $350 each; five receive 
$200 each. The amount per child from the State school moneys 
and the surplus revenue, for the remaining fourteen districts, is 
$3.28. 

The average salary paid to male teachers is $73.07, an increase 
of $9.99; the average salary paid to female teachers is $39.15, an 
increase of $3.05. Outside of the cities of Camden and Glouces- 
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er, the average salary paid to male teachers is $39.41, an increase 
>f $1.18 ; and to female teachers $36.95, a decrease of $0.51. 

School Houses. — The work of improvement in school houses 
continues. A very neat, substantial, two-story building, of con- 
crete, has been erected in Haddonfield, No. 12. All the appoint- 
nents are first class. A fire escape has been placed on the out- 
ride of the building. Haddonfield now has seven departments. 

A very fine, commodious house has been erected in Greenland, 
No. 15. This has long been needed. The trustees of Wrights- 
ville, No. 43, have added a second story to their house, so that 
two teachers can now be employed. Last year the one teacher , 
had an average attendance of sixty-one ; too many for any one 
teacher to manage. The house in Clementon, No. 24, has been 
repaired and painted, and made a very pleasant looking building. 

Very few of our school houses have the old style furniture in 
them. Nearly all are supplied with modern furniture. Since 
my first appointment as County Superintendent, twenty-four 
new School houses have been erected ; seven have been rebuilt 
and are as good as new, and four have been repaired or remod- 
eled in the districts outside of Camden and Gloucester cities. 
Three new school houses are immediately needed, one each in 
Nos. 8, 26 and 28. In No. 26 the basement of a church is used. 
One end is six feet below the surface of the ground. The build- 
ing is erected on sloping ground. The room is sometimes very 
damp. The houses in Nos. 23, 32 and 34 need repairing, and 
several need painting. 

The valuation of the school property has greatly increased. 
It is now $413,030, an increase of $62,050. While the greater 
part of this increase is in Camden city, the townships have 
shared, in it also, their amount of the increase being $8,350. 
All the school houses but nine have the window sashes hung on 
pulleys, sq that there is no difficulty in having some kind of 
ventilation in the winter time. 

Schools. — The work of the past year has generally been satis- 
factory. In six districts pupils passed in the advance course of 
study; in fourteen the examination for first grade was' passed; 
in twenty-four, the examination for second grade; and in thirty- 
one, the examination for third grade. In only two districts was 
there an entire failure to pass in some one of the grades. This 
is a great advance on former years. # 
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Graduates of thk Class of 1883. 
advanced course. 



Names of Graduates. 



William Luker 

Anna C. Crawford... 

Elvira C Day- 

Minnie A. Moore... 
Debbie J. Peacock .. 

Ida Schubert 

Millie R. Smith 

Eddie Varnum 

Anna Magill 



Names of Schools. 



Ellisburg...... 

Hadd on field.. 

« 

99 

u 

Irish Hill .."! 

Berlin 

At co 

Union Valley 



No. OF 
Dist. 



7 

12 
12 
12 
12 
16 
30 
31 
44 



Names of Teacheml 



Abbie Dubois. 
Jennie Skinner. 



« 

CI 



tf 
tt 
tt 



Maria T. A Id rich. 
Rachel H. Strong. 
Jennie Hoag. 
Ella L. Arment 



FIRST GRADE. 



Names of Graduates. 



May E. Evaul 

Carrie Wilkins 

Kate Amon 

George A. Cramer 

Annie J. Flint 

Mary Smith .'... 

Liney Haney 

Lizzie Witherow 

Anna Workman 

Kate E. Flinm 

George W. Kefler 

Samuel Reeve 

Walter C. Harris 

Reuben C. Little 

Austin Miles 

Libbie B. Stewart 

Ann A.Stone 

Aquila Williams.. 

George H. Foster (cord)... 
Edward H. Coleman (col'd) 

Katie Benner 

Ella E. Rau .•!?... 

Jennie Glover 

Alice R. Bateman 

Fannie S. Chase 

Harry B. Coles ,..,.. 

Herbert V. Engle 

Harry Engle 

Dora Duble 

Eva Roes.. 



Names of Schools. 




Union 

it 

Rosendale 

«« 

••••••• 

it 

••• •• •• 

€1 

••••••• 

Ellisburg 

ti 

Rowandtown .. 

tt 

u 

Haddon field.... 

it 

«... 
a 

Greenland 

a 

Somervtlle 

t* 

Mechanicsville 

Blackwood 

a 

u 

Glendale... 

it 

Berlin 

tt 



3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 

7 

7 

11 

11 

11 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

15 

15 

17 

17 

20 

21 

21 

21 

26 

26 

30 

30 



Names of Teachebs. 



Rachel B. Borden. 



»t 



u 



Anna C. Forehand: 
tt ft 



tf 



U 
tt 



Abbie Dubois. 

tt n 



tl 



tt 



Lizzie Hall. 

ii tt 

tt *t 

Jennie Skinner. 



tt 



t< 



t< tt 

ft tt 

fC tf 

ff tt 

M. M. Beamer. 



tt 



tt 



Eva M. Westcotk 
tt it 

Ella Peters. 
Emily 8. Sayre. 






tt 
tt 



Ellis Parker. 



tt 



tt 



Rachel H. Strong, 
tf ff 
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FIRST GRADE. — (CONTINUED.) 



Names of Graduates. 



Rtrry Horff 

RbUie Sickler 

A nn a d*Q9> •»•.•••.... 
Emma McDoqggL. 
Helen McDougal .. 
Dollie Morris 



Names of Schools. 




Sicklertown «. 



« 



Pump Branch 
Bates Mill .... 



u 



Wrightsville 



35 
35 
37 
38 
38 
43 



Names of Teachers. 



Panl S. Sickler. 

it CI 

Jennie Keen. 
Sarah £ Wilson. 

Emma Bolton. 



The exercises connected with the giving of the diplomas and 
certificates in the different districts were largely attended by 
parents and friends. 

According to scholastic merit, eight districts are third grade 
against thirteen last year; twelve, second grade against thirteen 
last year, and twenty are first grade against sixteen last year. 
It will be seen that there has been quite an advance during the 
year. This is due to the course of study, and the granting of 
certificates and diplomas. 

The percentage of the census in the schools of the county is 
sixty-seven. The percentage of average attendance is fifty-two. 
The highest percentage of average attendance is in Camden, fifty- 
four; the lowest in Centre township, forty-six. 

The subjects of Physiology, Hygiene and Constitution and 
History of the United States, are taught In nearly every school 
^n the county. 

Teachers — We have in our county a united body of teachers. 
M^th perhaps one or two exceptions the constant aim has been 
to do as much thorough work through the year as possible. 
Our teachers association has been kept in operation. In addition 
to work done by ourown members, Professor Carr, of the State Nor- 
mal School gave a very instructive lecture on Mathematics, and 
Professor Dolan, of Pittsburg, met in addition to our Camden 
County Association, the teachers of Burlington, Gloucester, Salem, 
Cumberland and Cape May counties in the Camden court bouse, 
and explained his method of teaching pupils to work rapidly 
and correctly in the fundamental processses of Arithmetic. 
There were nearly three hundred teachers present. The teachers' 
institute was held in Berlin. The instructors were Hon. H. 
Houck, Deputy State Superintendent of Pennsylvania, a live 
man and well able to interest and instruct, and Professor H. R. 
Sanford, of Middle town, New York, who gave practical instruc- 
tion in several branches, such as could be carried into the school 
room and used with advantage. Nearly all the teachers take 
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some school journal. Most take the New York School Journal 
These helps come to them replete with valuable information and 
suggestive ideas, and help them to become more efficient teach- 
ers. 

The effect of association and institute work and the reading 
of school journals, has been seen in the better work done in the 
school room. 

I am still of the opinion that for the best interests of the 
pupils, it would be better to make the lowest age for a teacher 
eighteen. It does not seem right to place young* minds, that are 
just expanding and developing, in tne case of very young and 
unexperienced teachers. If there is ever a time when the mind 
needs careful skillful training, it is when that mind is just pat- 
ting forth its young, tender powers. If an injury is done then, 
it is almost irreparable. 

The teachers, who have taught in the county, have held the 
following grade certificates; four, first state; two, second state; 
thirteen, first county; ten, second county, and twenty-five, third 
county. Of the twenty-five, holding third county certificate^ 
fourteen taught for the first time. 

Teachers' Examination. — One hundred and twenty persons 
presented themselves as applicants for teachers' certificate, twenty ' 
four gentlemen and ninety-six ladies. Twelve gentlemen and 
forty ladies received certificates. Twelve gentlemen and fifty- 
two ladies were rejected. The percentage of rejections was fifty- 
three. 

Trustees. — Township meetings of the boards of trustees have 
been held in all the townships, and various matters connected 
with the work and oversight of the schools have been discussed. 
Accounts of trustees an<J collectors have been compared and 
generally found correct. 

Statistical reports have been received from the district clerks 
and City Superintendents with one exception, the City Superin- 
tendent of Gloucester City. In his case it was not delay or neg- 
ligence, but a refusal to comply with the plain requirements of 
the law. A report was sent, received from him September 12th, 
that could not be accepted. A second report was received Sep- 
tember 17th, but it could not be used, the State Superintendent 
having decided that the ninety-third section of the school law 
was mandatory. This is the second year the City Superintendent 
of Gloucester City has refused to comply with the law. This 
refusal prevents me from making a full report for the county. 

Libraries. — Twenty-seven districts have received moneys 
from the library fund. The clerks find some trouble in making 
out their annual reports because no proper books have been pro- 
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vided to record the moneys received from the district and the 
Btate and the expenditure of these moneys. It would be well to 
have a book provided by the State, so that the accounts could be 
kept uniform. 

Examiner — Mrs. R. H. Strong is still my assistant in the 
"board of examiners. She is always at her post and does very 
efficient service. 

Our Aim. — Our aim through the year has been to develop the 
minds and train the faculties of the children, so that there shall 
be sent out from our schools boys and girls, who are intelligent, 
able to think, able to reason, able, so far as mental and moral 
culture can make them, to enter into any of the manifold de- 
partments of life. 

Conclusion. — The office work has been very great through the 
year. 

One hundred and eighty-two visits to school departments have 
been made. 

Twelve meetings of township boards of trustees have been 
beld; nine meetings with trustees on special business, and ten 
meetings with committees of inhabitants, collectors and others. 
Three teachers' meetings besides the teachers' institute have 
been attended.. Four meetings with teachers on scholars' ex- 
amination and results have been held. Thirty-two addressed 
have been delivered to the inhabitants in different districts. 

My thanks are due to the several officers of the county, city, 
townships and districts for their valuable assistance and con- 
stant courtesy. 
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CAPE MAY COUNTY. 



E. P. Shields, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar y State Superintendent: 

Please find herewith my annual report for Cape May county, 
for the year ending August thirty-first. 

I have carefully compiled the statistics accompanying it, hay- 
ing taken special pains, by correspondence and conference, to 
adjust apparent differences between the statements of clerks and 
collectors. 

The total revenue for all sources was $17,540.27. The city and 
township appropriation was $3,579.50, exceeding that of last 
year by $485.50. District taxation has furnished nearly $800 less 
than last year for teachers' wages, and nearly the same amount 
more for repairs and district expenditures. The actual outlay 
for the year has been almost one thousand dollars greater than 
that of the preceding year. 

The new census shows an increase of seventy-one. The district 
reports reveal a small decline in the annual enrollment, but an 
increase of one hundred and twenty-five in the average attend- 
ance. The school term has fallen to the average of eight and 
six-tenths. This is accounted for by the sickness of teachers and 
the shortness of revenue, and, in two or three cases, by the un- 
warranted arrangements of School Boards. I think that here- 
after our schools will come nearer the legal requirement. 

The average attendance above eight months has been but 
two hundred and seventy-three; above six months, six hundred 
and fifty-seven ; above four months, five hundred and sixty-four; 
and below it, seven hundred and twenty-four. For the year it 
has been one thousand three hundred and thirty-five, a little 
over fifty per cent, of the census, and also of the enrollment. 

A new district, No. 30, has been organized during the month 
of August, reporting a census of eighty-seven. Arrangements 
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are being rapidly pushed for the erection of a school building 
for this district at Sea Isle City, to cost $5,000. It is claimed for 
this new seaside resort, by those in charge of its management, 
that "it is growing faster, probably, than any other place on the 
aea shore in the State, already numbering about one hundred 
and forty hotels, boarding houses and cottages." While the 
public prints tell of the many improvements constantly develop- 
ing there. The West Jersey railroad, by its branch road of fully 
four miles in length, it is said, has carried thither over fifty 
thousand persons during the past season. Certarinly the signs of 
thrift a jd progress are remarkable for a spot which but little 
more than two years ago was only a barren island, and the "city" 
was "entirely a thing of the imagination." The district bound- 
aries of Nos. 3, 13 and 14, have been altered in order to make 
room for the new district on their eastern lines. 

The Cold Spring Academy district, No. 24, as intimated in 
last year's report, has made a decided advance. The trustees 
put the question of a new building before the people of the dis- 
trict in the annual meeting, and, as the result, they have now a 
nice, new and comfortable house in a more attractive locality. 
It is to be hoped that the adjoining districts on either side, will catch 
something of the same spirit and displace the present unsightly 
and uncomfortable rooms for others more worthy of .the designs. 
While giving up the old academy building, which was built for 
a private school more than forty years ago by a minister of the 
gospel, the same local designation will be retained. Its cost is 
given in the report at $1,500. Other districts, viz., Nos. 5, 20, 22, 
26 and 27, have made outlays for painting and interior improve- 
ments. 

The teachers in service this past year numbered forty-five, of 
whom twenty six were gentlemen and nineteen were ladies. 
Thirteen hold first grade county certificates, fifteen second grade 
and seventeen third grade. Besides these, fifty-one persons ap- 
plied for certificates to teach, at the usual quarterly examina- 
tions, of whom ten failed to pass. Three obtained first grade 
certificates, seven second grade and twenty-three third grade. 

Our second annual examination was held through the week 
commencing March 19th. Two schools had been closed and 
were the only ones that did not take part. About four hundred 
pupils engaged in it; over one-fourth of the average attendance 
in February, or nearly one-fifth of the enrollment. Making 
allowance for those pursuing primary studies, and not old 
enough to write readily, this is a fair proportion. Sixteen 
diplomas and two hundred and seventy-five certificates of merit, 
in the three grades, were won and distributed. The latter as 
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follows: fifty-three, first grade; seventy-six, second grade; and 
one hundred and forty-six, third grade. As to studies passed, 
the number was as fallows: spelling, two hundred and seventy- 
eight; reading, two hundred and twenty-seven; writing, geo* 
graphy and arithmetic, each, two hundred and ninety ; gram- 
mar, two hundred and seventy; United States history, one 
hundred and seventy-nine; United States constitution, seventy- 
five; bookkeeping, forty-one; physiology, fifty ; algebra, thirty; ' 
natural philosophy, twenty-three. 

I am well satisfied that the examinations on this plan have 
done good, and that it will continue to work good results. 

From districts 13, 16 and 26 there came a class of sixteen 
graduates, to whom, on the twelfth of May, diplomas were 
granted, with public exercises after the accustomed methods, 
held in the court house building, at the county seat Sudden 
and severe illness prevented my personal attendance. At my 
urgent request, Dr. J. F. Learning, district clerk of No. 16, and a 
warm friend of education, presided in my stead. His address 
was highly commended by those who heard it, and the graduat- 
ing exercises, as performed by the pupils, conferred due credit 
on themselves and their instructors. 

One hundred and fifteen visits were made during the year by 
the undersigned, to the several school rooms. 

It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the official courtesy and 
assistance received from yourself and your efficient secretary. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 



W. 0. Garrison, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

I have the honor to submit this my fourth annual report of 
the public schools of Cumberland county. 
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The spirit of improvement spoken of in my last report has 
been manifest during the year. 

As a result several of our schools are now occupying new or re- 
modeled houses, and it is hoped that several other districts will 
soon cease to be satisfied with buildings that I am obliged to 
classify as medium, poor, and yery poor, and erect in their place 
school houses more in accordance with the progressive spirit of 
toe age. 

Too little attention is given to educating influence of nicely 
arranged, and well kept school grounds. 

Commodious grouYids afford suitable advantages for healthful 
exercise which is an important factor in education. 

Play is an educational process, and when we learn to lead 
children through play up to work, we shall effect a happy change 
in our school work, and make the school days of childhood the 
happiest period of life. 

Beautiful surroundings cultivate the higher nature and leave 
pleasant memories to brighten the pathway of after life. 

Grounds should be surrounded with a neat substantial fence, 
shade trees planted, and decorated with flower beds and grass 
plots. 

All of this could be done at little expense, and who would 
think of questioning their value in aesthetic culture ? 

a Intelligent communities embody in their school houses and 
school grounds thereon viction that nothing is too good for their 
children." 

Our trustees are men who have the interests of the school at 
heart, and faithfully perform the duties imposed on them by the 
law. They deserve much credit for the amount of gratuitous 
labor they perform for the schools. 

Teachers 1 examinations, though looked on by some as a bur- 
den., have been a healthy stimulus to many teachers. , Some, who 
a few years ago were doubtful of their ability to secure a third 
grade certificate, have by hard study and continued application, 
obtained the highest grade in the gift of the State, and are now. 
occupying the best position in our schools. These look upon 
teaching as a life work and not as a stepping stone to some other 
profession. 

Many others with commendable ambition are, step by step, 
winning their way to recognition as true teachers. 

Not until the public mind disabuses itself of the old notion, 
that anybody whto can awe the pupils into quiet submission is 
a good teacher, will these conscientious workers be fully appre- 
ciated by those whose children are fortunate enough to be under 
their skillful care ? 
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The County Institute was held in Vinelahd. It was well at- 
tended and under the excellent instruction of Prof. Houck and 
Miss Swayze was profitable to teachers of all grades. 

Teachers engaged in incorporated cities are sometimes pre- 
vented from attending these meetings by members of boards of 
education who, having never amended such gatherings, look 
upon them as holiday excursions, gotten up for the pleasure of a 
lot of teachers, who want a good time at the expense of the 
schools. 

Could such men be made to realize the enthusiasm the insti- 
tute creates, and the impetus it gives to subsequent work, no 
teacher would be deprived of its privileges. 

The course of study recommended by the Superintendent 
three years ago has been adopted in most of the schools. We 
can now say that the smallest country school is a graded school 
with a definite course of study, and pupils looking forward to 
their yearly examination for certificates of promotion to higher 
grades, or for diplomas certifying that they have completed the 
common school course. 

An advanced or post-graduate course has just been added, and 
a course in reading is in preparation. 

This plan entails much extra work and a considerable expense 
on the Superintendent, but it is productive of so much good that 
it cannot be abandoned. 

Several schools have taken advantage of the Library act to 
supply needed apparatus. and standard works of reference. 

The Superintendent has endeavored to faithfully perform 
every duty, but realizes that, could he devote his entire time to 
the work, more good could be accomplished. More than two 
hundred school visits have been made during the year, several 
teachers' associations held, and a large number of district and 
trustee meetings attended, necessitating in all nearly two thou- 
sand five hundred miles of carriage riding. 

In conclusion, allow me to thank you for advice so often asked 
and as often given, and for your friendly interest in our work. 
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ESSEX COUNTY. 



Charles M. Davis, Superintendent. 



A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

obedience to law, I have the honor to make this report con- 
ng the state of public instruction in Essex county, not in- 
ng the cities of Newark and Orange. 

e closing words of my report for 1882 may be repeated with 
lasis for 1883: " The year has been one of marked progress 
. respects in the schools of Essex county." Four new school 
& have been built at an expense of $17,500, the seating 
;ity being increased four hundred and forty six. The in- 
e of children of school age is one and one-half per cent.; 
rollment, one and one-fifth per cent. ; of average attendance, 
ind one-third per cent. Two more male and three more 
le teachers have been employed, at an average monthly 
jr, for the former, of $100 ; and for the latter, of $48.56. 
is an increase of $7 for male teachers, and $3 72 for female, 
lighest salary received by the former is $3,000, the lowest 

e teachers' examinations have been well attended. Six first 
) certificates have been granted ; nineteen of the second ; 
lixty-two of the third ; a total of eighty-seven. Seventy-one 
tdates were rejected. 

ere are one hundred and thirty-four teachers in the schools ; 
ese, sixty-two are engaged exclusively in primary work, 
) sixteen others (in ungraded district schools) having no 
ants, spend part of the school hours in instructing the little 
Only fifty six of the one hundred and thirty-four are em- 
>d exclusively in grammar and high school work. It must 
imembered that more than half of the children enrolled 
school by the time they are twelve years of age ; and that 
>rogress of those who reach the grammar departments de- 
, in a great degree, on their previous training. It is the 
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part of wisdom, then, to grant every facility to primary teachers; 
that is, to those who have charge of the children during the first 
four or five years of their school life. 

The great business of little children is to grow; nothing at 
school should interfere with this. Uncomfortable position, en- 
forced quiet, vitiated air and other like things in the school 
room prevent the natural development of the body, and in an 
equal degree retard mental progress. A report made to the 
House of Lords, England, a few years ago, on the subject of 
"Education," used the following language: "Struck by the 
frightful disproportion between the powers of childish attention 
and the length of school hours, we directed questions to many 
distinguished teachers. Mr. Donaldson, head master of the 
training college of Glasgow, states (hat the limits of voluntary 
and intelligent attention are, with children from five to seven 
years of age, about fifteen minutes ; from seven to ten years, about 
twenty minutes ; from ten to twelve years, about fifty-five minutes; 
from twelve to eighteen years about eighty minutes. ' I have, 9 he 
adds, * repeatedly obtained a bright, voluntary attention from 
each of these classes for five, or ten, or even fifteen minutes more, 
but observed that it was at the expense of the * succeeding les- 
son.' " Another teacher said, * I will undertake to teach one 
hundred children, in three hours a day, as much as they can by 
any possibility receive. As soon as the receiving power of the 
children is exhausted, anything given is useless, nay, injurious.' " 

In some of our largest and most wisely managed schools the 
time of attendance has been shortened for the whole school, and 
the little ones are allowed frequent recesses and dismissed before 
the others. But there are still too many places where the hours, 
for large and small alike, are from nine to twelve A. M. and 
from one to four P. M. 

The kindergarten system, pure and unadulterated, is not suited 
to the nervous American child ; but much of it can, in a modi- 
fied form, be introduced into our methods, and adapted most 
happily to primary work. This is done with great success in 
five or six of our best schools. 

District No. 8 (Montclair), ever foremost in educational mat- 
ters, never hesitating to investigate new ways, though not hasty 
to adopt them, has tried the " Industrial " problem ; with what 
success will appear from the following extract from the report of 
the trustees to the annual meeting : 

" Last year the district appropriated the sum of $1,000 toward 
an industrial school, of which sum $630.86 has been expended 
to this date. A shop was fitted up in the basement of the Pri- 
mary building, with necessary appliances for wood-working, and ♦ 
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such boys from the second and third classes of the Grammar 
department as chose to avail themselves of the opportunity were 
sent to this shop and taught (by a competent person selected for 
the purpose) the proper use of tools and the manner of working 
in wood. About fifty boys entered, and the success of the exper- 
iment can best be determined by comparing specimens of their 
Brst and of their last work. They have lost no ground in their 
regular studies, and appear to enjoy the exercise. 

" While the boys have been engaged in wood-working, the girls 
have taken up the study of household economy, using the 
manual prepared by the Kitchen Garden Association of New 
York. They have evinced so great an interest in the subject as 
not to be satisfied with learning, from the manual what to do, but 
liave frequently appealed for the same opportunity offered the 
boys, viz. : a properly appointed room, where they may by prac- 
tice learn how to do. ' Seeing has been the only branch taught 
practically in the school room. Arrangements have been made 
for practical work by the girls next year." 

I trust the day is not far distant when simple industrial work 
of some kind shall be taught in every school in the county, not 
interfering with the regular studies, but in reality advancing 
them. To accomplish this, great caution, good judgment, and 
hard, earnest work will be necessary. 

In August last the cause of public school education in this 
county suffered a great loss in the death of Professor Theodore 
Blum£, of Seton Hall College, East Orange. Professor Blum£ 
was township superintendent before the enactment of the pres- 
ent school law ; from that time to his death he was clerk of the 
district in which he lived. Earnest in promoting the efficiency 
3f the schools, he never rested until the district had erected the 
fine buildings of which it is now so justly proud. After the dedica- 
tion he wrote, " I am now ready to retire and say ' Nunc dimit- 
to.'" 
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 



William Milligan, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

It is my pleasure to present my seventeenth annual report as 
Superintendent of this county. 

The county embraces fourteen townships, one city, sixty-six 
school districts, seventy-two school houses and one hundred and 
nine school departments. 

The reports of eig.it District Clerks were delayed until nearly 
the last of September, the reports of three Township Collectors 
are still out. 

School Houses. — Districts Nos. 16 and 43, Paulsboro and 
Clayton, have each built an additional building, each containing 
two rooms, to accommodate the rapidly increasing population of 
those prosperous villages. Barnsboro District, No. 12, has en- 
larged the house and reseated it with the Triumph desk. The 
trustees have also placed genuine slate on the walls. District 
No. 1, Woodbury, has also had two vacant rooms furnished with 
the Triumph desk. No. 25, Clover Dale, and No. 48, Downstown, 
have also reseated their houses with modern desks. Our old 
style desk is rapidly disappearing. 

Schools. — The " Course of Study " marked out for the schools 
is still pursued. The following pupils received diplomas in 
April: James H. Tharp, Thoroughfare District, No. 5 ; Mary E. 
Long, Mantua District, No. 9; Lizzie McCaughn, Williamstown 
District, No. 57; Walter B. Thompson, John D. Pierson and 
William S. Dilks, Bethel District, No. 64. Seventy-nine second 
grade certificates were granted to those who had passed in 
seven studies, and one hundred and fifty-six third grade to 
those who had passed in six. Each grade having a different 
set of questions. This is doing very well considering that all 
of our large towns employ so many of our boys and girls in the 
factories. < 
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Night schools were opened in Woodbury, Glassboro and Will- 
amstown. At the former place the school was open only eight 
lights, and then closed on account of the very small attendance. 
It the other places the schools were in successful operation for 
>hree months. Glassboro employed two teachers and Williams- 
own one. 

Teachers. — One hundred and nine teachers were enrolled as 
nembers of our county association during the year. Some of 
hese were engaged as assistants for only a portion of the year. 
Twenty hold first grade certificates ; twenty-seven second grade, 
ind sixty-one third grade. Five hold first grade State. Eleven 
graduates and seven undergraduates from the New Jersey State 
formal School are embraced in the above. 

Teachers' Institute. — The Teachers' Institute for this county, 
leld at Woodbury on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of October, was 
tttended by all of the teachers with the exception of two. One 
pas detained by sickness and the other by death in the family. 
Son. E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent, was not able to be pres- 
ent on account of the pressure of business. 

The exercises were mainly conducted by Professor Houck, De- 
puty State Superintendent of Pennsylvania, and our much es- 
eeirued lady friend, always a favorite with the teachers, Miss 
Vlinnie Swayze, and were of the most instructive and entertaining 
character. 

Among the subjects presented were the following: "How to 
each Orthography, History, and Language," " Common Errors," 
' Reading," " How to Criticise," " Requisites of a Good Teacher," 
fee. 

On Monday evening Professor Houck delivered his lecture en- 
titled, " What we owe to the Children," and on Tuesday evening 
Miss Swayze gave recitations. The large attendance on both 
xjcasions, not only of teachers but of citizens of Woodbury and 
vicinity, showed a due appreciation of the institute work. Several 
3X-teachers were present during the sessions, and every one pro- 
nounced the institute a success. Three meetings of the county 
issociation were held and were well attended. We were assisted 
it these conventions by Professor Austin Apgar, Dr. Hasbrouck, 
Principal of our Normal School, Superintendent Morse, of Atlan- 
tic county, and Professor A. G. Masius, of Egg Harbor City. We 
ilso met in Camden once with the teachers of the seven lower 
counties. 

School libraries have been formed or additions made to those 
already established in the following districts: No. 1, Woodbury; 
No. 8, Jefferson ; No. 16, Paulsboro, and No. 27, Union. The 
teachers in charge and by whose efforts, aided by the trustees 
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and patrons of the schools, the necessary funds were raised, are 
Messrs. W. Milligan, I. C. Applegate, J. Gallaher and H. Ridg- 
way. I am sorry that I cannot report more additions. 

Teachers' Examination. — I have been assisted by Messrs. B. ! 
K. Bugbee, J. Gallaher and J. H. Tharp, who have rendered < 
faithful and impartial assistance. The examinations have been 
held in Woodbury. We hava exatnined otie hundred and forty- 
three applicants, seventy-four of whom received certificates, the 
remaining sixty-nine being rejected. One first, thirteen second, 
and sixty third gradd certificates were granted. The only one 
receiving a first grade certificate being Miss Amanda Wilson of 
Swedesboro. Messrs. Gallaher and Tharp have received first 
grade State certificates. 

Conclusion. — We have not had the work of the incendiary 
to report this year. Peace and prosperity have reigned within 
our borders. All the schools were visited in accordance with the 
required regulation, some more. The mumps and the measles 
not only attacked the pupils, but also the teachers, several of 
whom were obliged to give up their work for a season. Mr. 0. 
G. Green, of Woodbury, who has done so much for the prosperty 
of that place by building his laboratory there for the purpose of 
making August Flower and other medicines, very kindly pre- 
sented every school in the county without a set of maps, a very 
handsome map of the United States, for which I thank him on 
behalf of the teachers of those schools. 



HUDSON COUNTY. 



William L. Dickinson, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, Stale Superintendent : 

I herewith report to you the condition of the public schools in 
Hudson county for the year ending August 31, 1883. 



SUDSON COUNTY— Continued. 81 

nifjh not unaccompanied with some annoyances 
Beats, has been one of decided progress. The 
district tax ordered to be raised is nearly $26,000 
raised last year. The total amount received 
i for public school purposes is nearly $38,000 
s received last year, 
r of children between the ages of five and eighteen 
a thousand six hundred and sixty-five. The 
dreti enrolled in the schools shows an increase of 
,nd sixteen. The average attendance of pupils is 
nd three hundred and seventy-four, which is one 
hundred and six more than is shown in last year's 
school houses will now seat comfortably six hun- 
' f-two more children than they would last year. 
ichers has gone up from five hundred and six- 
hundred and twenty-seven. We even pay our 
i better, though not so much as they deserve. 
", which never owned a school house during its 
s life, bus at last erected a very neat, comfortable 
I for its school children, which is an honor to the 
monument to the energy and public spirit of the 
tf ichael Henry, Jr. 

", which for many years has been greatly crippled 
9 by its ill-arranged old school building, has, after 
tiou, really entered upon the work of making bet- 
dations for its children. A plot of land has been 
i have been agreed upon, and by the beginning 
1 year, I trust that District No. 6, commonly called 
will have a school houge worthy of itself and the 

lave made, as I think, an advance all along the line, 
nber of children in both Jersey City and Hobo- 
hfr have the most straitened accommodations in the 
r are refused admission altogether, is a source of con- 
ret and trouble. I see no way out of the difficulty. It 
"s we bear in common with New York and Brooklyn, 
t Jersey City seems at the present time to carry a heavier 
l its sister cities. The burden of taxation is so heavy, 
1 by large municipal indebtedness and the exemption 
nation of railroad properly, that there is a very natural 
gness - to increase the .burden, even by the erection of 
tes. At the least estimate, there should be one addi- 
ling for school purposes in Hoboken and three in Jer- 
I need speak no more of the progress and wants of 
keu schools, as those matters are fully set forth in the 
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report of that city. No part of the county is so well provided 
with school houses as Bayonne, yet even there it was found 
necessary to double the capacity of one of the school houses 
during the last year. District No. 7 (the township of Weehaw- 
ken) has increased its school accommodations, and employed a 
male principal. 

The Teachers' Association of Jersey City, the Teachers' Asso- 
ciation of Hoboken, and the Teachers' Association of Bayonne 
are very active. Their monthly meetings are well attended and 
productive of great good. 

If sometimes I am discouraged when I consider things desir- 
able for the schools which seem for the present out of reach, 
nevertheless a remembrance of the work dqne in the past, and a 
consideration of the progress made by the schools in every re- 
spect, brings consolation, and makes me hopeful of the future. 



HUNTERDON COUNTY. 



0. H. Hoffman, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

I herewith submit my annual report of the condition of the 
public schools of Hunterdon county, for the school year ending 
August 31, 1883. 

While it is not pretended that our public schools are all that 
they should be, it is gratifying to be able to report that a steady 
improvement in their condition i^noticeable. This is attribut- 
able, in a great degree, to an increasing popular interest in the 
cause of public school education. 

This awakened interest is especially manifest in the higher 
qualifications required in teachers. Until very recently cheap- 
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a; literary attainments and general 
itg regarded as of secondary import- 
ing are constantly made, even by our 
.higher grade; for those who in- 
.'■■ business, and not a mere stepping- 

jfrnds, many young ladies and gentle- 
Sers' profession. Some of these have 
!v« by attending the State Normal 
H thorough drill afforded by that excel - 
I less fortunate, but equally energetic, 
I normal training, by reading educa- 
tying works on methods of instruction 

ring on the work because they love 
lie Eeal and energy which that love in- 
to raise the standard of our public 

9 course of study in our public schools, 
_ jirenient, is another indication of this 
many of our smaller schools in the rural 
iction is given in history, bookkeeping, 
3ic, and other of the higher branches, 
work (and as much of it), is done in many 
in those of greater pretensions and 

i awakening to a proper appreciation of 

5 schools is apparent also, in the greatly 

our school buildings. The old time, 

with their slab seats and dingy, unattrac- 

located at some cross roads or lonely 

i highway as their only play ground, are 

\ commodious edifices, surrounded 

1 supplied with furniture and school appar- 

■oved pattern. 

s change in public sentiment respecting our 

heering indication. This law which, at the 

';, and for many years thereafter, was very 

s of our people, is rapidly working its 

- the* wisdom of its provisions becomes 

■eased efficiency of our public schools. 

liberal views are entertained respecting 
lilding and repairing of school buildings and 
iols. Money expended for these purposes is 
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no longer regarded as squandered. Property owners realize that 
the erection of a suitable school building, and the maintenance 
of a good school therein, add much more than their cost to the 
value of property in the neighborhood, and that it is far sounder 
economy to provide the means for educating indigent children, 
and thus enable them to become useful, self-supporting citizens, 
than it is to suffer them to grow up in ignorance, and become a 
charge upon the State, as inmates of her charitable and penal 
institutions. 

The importance of the State, as well as of the county super- 
intendency, is now generally recognized and admitted. These 
positions are no longer regarded as useless and expensive sine- 
cures, the incumbents of which draw large (!) salaries, for which 
no adequate services are rendered. That the faithful and in- 
telligent supervision of these officers exerts a salutary influence 
on our public schools, is now freely acknowledged by all in- 
telligent and observant citizens. 

This is especially true of the State Superintendent. To this 
officer was assigned the duty of putting in working order the 
machinery of our school law. How well that duty has been 
performed, a contrasting of the present condition of our public 
schools with their condition under the old system — or rather 
want of all system — will plainly show. New Jersey owes a debt 
of gratitude to this faithful officer, which, whether recognized or 
not, is none the less real. 

The accompanying statistical report has been carefully pre- 
pared from those of the district clerks and collectors on file in 
this office. 

On comparing it with that of the previous year, it will be seen 
that there is a decrease of eighty in the number of children 
within the school ages; of one hundred and seventy-seven in 
the enrollment, and of one hundred in the average attendance. 
The prevalence of scarlet fever and measles in various sections 
of the county, during a large portion of the school year, made 
the average daily attendance much less than it would otherwise 
have been. Some schools were closed for many days on this ac- 
count, while others, though in session, had their attendance 
greatly reduced. 

Trustees and district clerks (with two or three aggravating ex- 
ceptions among the latter) have been faithful in the discharge 
of their duties, visiting the schools under their supervision 
much oftener than in former years, and exercising commend- 
able care in the selection of teachers. 

Teachers. — Generally speaking, our teachers are energetic 
and ambitious to excel. They cordially welcome the superin- 
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tendent as he visits their schools, and are anxious to have him 
examine their work. Hints and suggestions as to methods of 
teaching and school discipline are earnestly invited from him 
aad gratefully received. 

Examinations. — The regular quarterly examination of appli- 
cants for certificates have been held at the appointed times. 
Two hundred and seventy applicants presented themselves for 
examination. Of these, forty-three failed to finish their work, 
one hundred and thirty-two received certificates and ninety fiv* 
were rejected. Seven first grade, twenty-six second grade, and 
ninety-uine third grade certificates have been issued. These 
were divided between the sexes as follows: 

Male. Female. 

First grade 6 1 

Second grade 14 12 

Third grade 32 67 

Rejected 45 50 

One certificate has been revoked. 

While the examiners have striven to be just, generous even, 
to all applicants for certificates, they have also been mindful of 
their duty to the public schools, and have rejected those appli- 
cants, whose examination papers have shown them to be de- 
ficient in the requisite qualifications. 

School Libraries have been formed in the following districts 
during the school year. No. 32 (School No. 1 and 2), French- 
town; No. 56, Lebanon ; No. 71, The Station ; No. 74, Pleasant 
Run ; No. 84, Pleasant Ridge; No. 94, Moore's; No. 96, Vando- 
lah's. The following districts have made additions to their 
libraries: No. 4, Changewater; No. 61, High Bridge; No. 62, 
Fairmount; No. 67, New Germantown ; No. 76, Readington; 
No. 81, Oak Grove; No. 87, Flemington. 

The beneficent influence exerted by these libraries, in culti- 
vating in the pupils of our public schools a taste for historical 
and other instructive reading, cannot be overrated. It we do 
not desire our youth to read the pernicious dime novel literature 
of the day, we must give them access to that of a healthier tone. 

School Buildings. — Four school houses have been erected in 
the county during the year. District No. 3 has erected a school 
house on the site of the former one burned last October. 

The new building is too small to accommodate the daily atten- 
dance of pupils. It is earnestly to be hoped that the dissensions 
that have so long existed in this district, to the great detriment 
}f its educational interests, may be speedily healed, and the dis- 
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trict united in erecting a school building commensurate with 
the needs of its people. 

District No. 12 has just completed a large, commodious, brick 
building. The new building, occupying a beautiful site, and 
complete in all its appointments, is in strong and pleasing con- 
trast with the old " Cabin Seminary" (so the pupils dubbed it), 
which has been in use much too long. 

Districts Nos. 50 and 103, have also erected neat, frame build- 
ings, which fully supply the wants of these districts in the mat- 
ter of school accommodations. 

Districts Nos. 20, 51, and 76 have refurnished and repaired 
their school houses. The spirit of improvement is abroad among 
our people; I am confident, that in the near future, there will 
be no school houses in this county designated as " v. p." or "p.," 
and but few to be marked "ra." 

School Visitations. — One hundred and eighty-seven visits 
have been made during the year. 

On assuming the duties of the superintendency, I was desirous 
of becoming thoroughly acquainted with the conditions of our 
schools, in order to be able to judge, in my future visits, of the 
degree of progress made by them. 

As the methods of teaching and of discipline that prevail in 
a school, are the best indications of a teachers' fitness (or unfit- 
ness) for the work of the school room, these methods have been 
carefully noted, and, when necessary kindly, but freely criticised. 

To test the efficiency of the drill they had received, pupils 
have been thoroughly examined in the branches of studies pur- 
sued by them, the examination usually closing with a ten min- 
ute talk of advice and encouragement to teacher and pupils. 

To do this in each of the one hundred and forty-nine schools 
and school departments of this county, consumed so much time, 
as to render it impossible for me to visit a second time, all the 
schools during the time they were in session. Of those not 
reached a second time, however, the greater portion had received 
a protracted visit (extending from a day to a week) in the early 
part of the school year. 

Having become familiar with the condition of all bur schools, 
so much of my time will not be required in each school room. I 
therefore, hope to be able to visit every school in the county at 
least twice during the next school year. 

I desire to tender my grateful acknowledgments to the State 
Superintendent and his gentlemanly clerk, for suggestions and 
advice kindly given, to Messrs. Fleming and Park, for efficient 
aid rendered as assistant examiners, and to the teachers, officers* 
and pupils of the public schools of this county, for their cordial 
greeting and generous hospitality. 
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MERCER COUNTY. 



William J. Gibby, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

This, my fifteenth annual report, finds the schools of the 
county, in their general condition, in such a state of proficiency, 
that we may well content ourselves with referring to its prede- 
cessors, merely emphasizing the records and sentiments as there 
set forth. The ground has been so thoroughly surveyed, so 
many times, that there seems little to add ; yet, if we descend to 
details, we shall find much that would be of local interest; but 
the introduction of which, into 'a report of this kind, would be 
inadmissible. It will not, however, be out of place, without in- 
tending to make invidious distinctions, to notice the success 
that has attended the efforts of the teachers of Millham, Chain - 
bersburg, and Hightstown. 

There are in this county fifty-five districts, including Prince- 
ton and Trenton city, employing one hundred and sixty teachers 
• — twenty-one male and one hundred and thirty-nine female. 
The average monthly salary of the male teachers is $69.93, and 
of the female teachers, $36.77. The fact that the average paid 
to males is nearly double that paid to females, is largely due to 
the circumstance that most of the males are employed as princi- 
pals of graded schools, with a number of assistants,, and conse- 
quently with duties requiring exceptional qualifications. The 
four stated examinations for certificates were duly held, at which 
there were ninety-five certificates granted, viz., four first grade, 
nine second grade, and eighty-four third grades. Twenty-nine 
candidates were rejected. Certificates have been issued to the 
following candidates, with the appended averages : 

First grades — 

Lida M. Wells 96 

Mary L. Sexton 84 

W. W. Douglass.. 74 

John Sykes 78 
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Second grades — 

Carrie McCurdy 85 

~Josie A. McCurdy 84 

' Virginia P. McCurdy 87 

Lydia A. Bottoms 82 

Chas. A. Pullen 70 

Mary E. Hayes .• 84 

Eliza J. Kennedy 87 

Kate Waters 88 

Anna M. Severs 72 



N. 



The sources of income for the support of the schools of the 
county for the ensiling year are: 

State School tax $71,641 00 

State Appropriation 4,642 64 

Interest Surplus Revenue ,.... 723 11 

$76,906 75 

The average for each child befween five and eighteen years of 
age is $4.83 ; the average attendance will be about five thousand, 
thus making the actual cost for the education of each child about 
$15 a year. 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 



Ralph Willis, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 
In submitting my fifteenth annual report of the condition of 
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schools in Middlesex county, I am gratified with a review of the 
progress made in the value of school property, and in the im- 

{>roved condition of most of our schools. The present report, 
ike those which have preceded it, exhibits no rapid strides of 
advancement, but shows that, while steadily holding our own, 
we are still in the line of progress. We have made some ad- 
vance over that of last year in the amount of district tax for 
school purposes ; in the number of scholars enrolled ; in the aver- 
age attendance, and in the number of months the schools have 
been kept open. A notable decrease occurs in the school census 
— the present report numbering only fourteen thousand six hun- 
dred and forty children, against sixteen thousand one hundred 
and twenty-four of last year. This diminution is attributable 
entirely to the large reduction made in the census of New Bruns- 
wick. The average salaries paid to teachers differ but little from 
those of the former year. The low salaries paid by most of our 
schools, and, indeed, by all who raise no district tax for teachers' 
salaries, deprive us, annually, of some of our best teachers, who 
leave the county for better paying positions elsewhere. These 
changes are to be regretted, both on account of the schools im- 
mediately concerned, and on account of the loss of personal 
influence and assistant labors. 

Our County Institute, held in Livingstone avenue school 
building, New Brunswick, was attended by nearly all the teach- 
ers of the county, and was of special interest and value on ac- 
count of the distinguished professional talent secured. 

The monthly meetings of teachers have been well sustained 
by numbers in attendance and by the interest felt in the varied 
exercises. 

No new school building has been erected during the year. 
Several districts (Nos. 14, 69 and 71) are still upon the poor list. 
Of one of these districts, considering the wealth and respect- 
ability of the place, it is a matter of surprise that no eflbrt has 
been made to provide more healthful and comfortable accommo- 
dations. 

The usual number of examinations has been held with results 
as reported. Township boards of trustees have been met and 
business transacted. All the schools of the county have been 
twice visited, school documents distributed, and the numerous 
details of office work promptly attended to. 
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MONMOUTH COUNTY. 



Samuel Lockwood, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

I have, herewith, the honor of reporting to you anolher year 
of school work for our county. The almost formidable tables of 
statistics have been worked out with much care, and are so com- 
plete that not a blank line occurs. As many of our school offi- 
cers do not attempt to comprehend the complete tabulations, it 
still seems necessary to give for their benefit an epitome of th© 
several school funds, and the several basis of their distribution. 

APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL MONEYS FOR MONMOUTH COUNTY, 

for the year beginning Sept. 1st, 1883, and ending August, 81st, 188£. 

Number of children in the county, accord- 
ing to Census of 1882 17,978 

Interest from surplus revenue $3,381 88 

State appropriation from the $100,000 5,227 73 

Appropriation from the $4, or State school 

tax $75,821 19 

Total amount of school moneys 84,430 80 

Districts having 76 children, or less, and re- 
ceiving each $350 32 

Districts receiving $200 having less than 45 

each 3 

Number of children in these 35 districts..... 2,015 

Amount appropriated to the above children, $10,835 06 

Average per child, for the above $5 37.72 

Number of children in the remaining dis- 
tricts which number more than 76 child- 
ren each 15,963 

Amount from all sources to each child in the 
above districts $4 55 
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above showing is much better even than that of the 
us year. After providing for the so-called $350 districts, 
es to the children of the remaining schools $4.55 each, as 
t $4.24 the previous year. A year ago we had 39 dis- 
each receiving $350, but none receiving only $200. This 
e have thirty-five of the former, and three of the latter, 
r long forbearing, and much unheeded advice, and re- 
rance, it became evident that District No. 76 had outlived 
fulness. It had run into the $200 category. It was in a 
y neighborhood, and yet the citizens would not vote the 
seeded to give the school house the semblance even of 
y within or without. The district is disbanded, and the 
ry divided into Districts Nos. 74 and 84. Of course some 
ling is aroused by this act. But as the trustees were 
able men, and did not disagree with my judgment, and 

district was not providing "suitable accommodations" 
• children, although a wealthy district, I felt that a duty 
be performed, and that when understood my action would 
iraended. 

.n offset I must mention District No. 111. In my judg- 
t well deserves official condemnation. But the people are 
y poor. Some who own land I should judge to be behind . 
nmon laborer in home comforts. Besides, if condemned, 
100I moneys must stop. In a word — schooling must cease, 
alas ! the distance to the other schools is very great. The 

one which from any consideration involves exceptional 
lips. I can only be content to wait and watch my 

;e. 

have several schools wh\ch will, this fall, open under im- 
conditions. In the year just closed, No 94 completed its 
>me building worth about $6,000. No. 90J, Asbury Park, 
led some $15,000, furnishing to the Ocean Grove side of 
strict a fine grammar school. It is indicative of the super- 
irgy and enlarged views of the Board of Trustees of this 
b, that such has been their desire for the best results of 
chools, that they expressed a wish that the principal of 
gh School, Mr. W. B. Ireland, should be clothed, officially, 
jpervisory powers over the schools. The motives and the 
ions agreeing with my judgment, I assented. The office 
•eated is that of "District Superintendent of Education," 
lumbent being without salary and all his functions subor- 
to, and subject to review, by the County Superintendent, 
ntioned, Asbury Park has now its High School, and on 
ean Grove side, its Grammar School. Each must have a 
>al, and the new arrangement prevents the discord that 
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might arise from any mistaken independence. It is a notable 
fact that No. 85, containing the large borough of Long Branch, 
with its vaster school interests, with an efficient Board of Educa- 
tion, though but one school district, is really a consolidation of 
a number of districts, each one of which has greatly increased 
school accommodations since entering this union, and all have 
the advantage of the fine central High School. But the other 
schools are all feeders to this, and are classified as primaries, 
and the principal of the High School supervises the primaries. 
This efficient solidarity is virtually an admirable exemplification, 
and defense of the township system, in vogue in some of the 
States. In the case .here mentioned, the principal is truly the 
local superintendent. 

Of the cities rising by the sea, the Atlantic Highlands is claim- 
ing attention. A new school house is soon to be opened, to 
cost, with the laud, not less than $6,000 The fine school house 
so recently built at the Highlands, No. 67, is receiving a con- 
siderable enlargement. A project dear to me is the running of 
a little school under the nursing care of this Board of Trustees. 
The distance is so great, and the circumstances are so excep- 
tional, for the territory is not within our State lines, but 'in the 
military post of the United States on Sandy Hook. I am so 
fortunate as to be thoroughly sustained in this matter by the 
gentlemanly district clerk, Mr. R. R. Proudfit, whose fostering 
oversight of this little school for the children of the soldiers and 
workmen of the fort, are such as to insure its success and make 
it a blessing to all. 

Though my report has been finished some days, yet when 
these introductory remarks were to be written, I was taken down 
by prostrating illness, and to get them to your office on the day 
set by law, they must go without revision. Hence, nothing can 
be said of individual work beyond the assertion that it has been 
very laborious. In her material prosperity, that is, in the con- 
dition of her school property, our county may be envied, and 
similarly may be claimed for the general character of the teach- 
ing force at work ; but we dare not paralyze progressive effort by 
any assumption of perfection. 
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MORRIS COUNTY. 



Lewis W. Thurber, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

In obedience to the obligation imposed by law, I herewith re- 
spectfully submit my ninth annual report concerning the condi- 
tion of the public schools in Morris county. 

A lack of promptness on the part of trustees and township 
collectors, has made this compilation somewhat hurried and un- 
satisfactory. 

Very little need be said to supplement the accompanying statis- 
tics; the figures give all essential information, and are worth a 
careful perusal. While the growth of our school system, from year 
to year, may seem scarcely noticeable, yet, when compared with 
longer periods of time, it seems almost marvelous. From a 
study and comparison of our tabulated results, we arrive at the 
gratfying conclusion that we have more than held the advan- 
tage ground previously gained, and that we have suffered no 
retrogression in our educational movement. In confirmation of 
this statement, we offer the following comparisons: 

The amount received from the State is $602.35 over that of 
last year. The amount voted teachers' salaries is $13,433.86 
against $7,130.83 voted last year. This latter fact is significant 
and goes to show that the sentiment of the people is tending to 
better schools, through better paid teachers. It is useless to shut 
:>ur eyes to the fact, that the best talent will not enter the educa- 
tional field and toil for a meagre salary. While the common 
aw of supply and demand regulates the number of teachers, yet 
Jieir quality is in a direct ratio to the salaries offered. The total 
imount received for all school purposes this year is $94,120.71 
igainst $91,051.11 raised last year. 

Owing to recently erected school buildings, this year's valua- 
,ion of the school property in Morris county is $256,050.00, a 
jain in one year, of $63,900.00. 
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These figures indictate more than mere gains; they show that 
there is a deep conviction in the minds of the people that our 
common school instruction deserves a more liberal support, and 
that its importance is more fully recognized. This endeavor to 
place our schools on a higher plane cannot be over-estimated* 
Our unprecedented census of fourteen thousand two hundred 
and twenty-one for last year, is beaten this year by two hundred, 
and thirteen. 

There are but six school houses in this county classified a.s 
"poor." During the year new buildings have been erected i 
Districts No. 6 and 21 respectively. In Districts Nos. 56 and 6 
the old buildings have been remodeled and refurnished. 

There are about fifty districts that have established free libra- 
ries. During the past year Districts Nos. 2, 20, 32, 44, 59, 63,6(5 ^ 
67, 69, 73, 74, 82, 84 and 89 have added to their former lists*, 
while Districts Nos. 42, 48, 64, 68, 88 and 100 have drawn theix~ 
first appropriation. I find it impossible to obtain full reports of 
these libraries in all cases. 

As to the efficiency of the teachers, I have nothing new to 
report. That all do not possess the same fitness for their calling" 
is true. In many of the rural and ungraded schools there is a 
lack of trained and competent teachers. Low salaries, bad 
modes of appointment and uncertain tenure of office all con- 
tribute their quota of bad results. It is seldom, however, that I 
find a teacher shirking the responsibilities of his position. 
Nearly all labor faithfully in the discharge of duty, and are 
zealous in their calling. Our larger graded schools challenge 
admiration for the methods employed, and for the results ob- 
tained. 

My report of teachers' certificates for the year just closed shows 
that two hundred and seventeen candidates presented themselves 
at the quarterly examinations. Of this number, seventy-eight |t] 
failed to receive the necessary averages, and were rejected. Thir- 
ty-eight of this latter number were pupils attending school. 

Serious illness prevented my meeting the township boards of 
trustees at the usual times of such meetings. 

The number of my visits to schools has been in excess of the 
requirements of law. 



(r 
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OCEAN COUNTY. 



E. M. Lonan, Superintendent. 



*b E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

Again, in obedience to law, I have the honor to make the fol- 
lowing report : 

Our school houses, with two exceptions (Millville, in Ocean, and 
Cedar Grove, in Union township), are in very good condition. 
I*he above named schools are the only two marked very poor in 
^Vir county. You will see that the value of school property has 
increased thirteen hundred dollars. 

Owing to the exertions of the district clerks of Manchester, 
Barnegat and Cedar Run, their buildings have been put in ele- 
gant condition. Manchester school house is now a gem in regard 
to adornment, and is presided over by two very competent teach- 
ers. Barnegat has done nobly, and has now three good teachers 
employed. 

Prof. M. L. Atkinson, who has taught the above school very 
acceptably for a number of years, has left us and gone to Salem. 
I regretted losing him. He is a first-rate scholar, also a genial, 
Christian gentleman. 

Examinations have been regularly held, with results as re- 
ported. I still retain my efficient Board of Examiners. You will 
see that we have not so many third grade teachers as formerly, 
which to me is very gratifying. 

Trustees take consioerable interest in the cause of education, 
and when you take into consideration the pay they receive, we 
must admit that, as a body, th6y deserve a great deal of credit. 

With one exception, the schools have been all visited. Occa- 
sionally there is some incident that transpires while visiting 
schools which is very amusing and interesting. For instance, I 
visited one of our schools while the teacher happened to be ex- 
plaining " general average." That subject I happened to be we 
%< posted " in. In fact, any old sailor could have explained the 
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matter as well as I; still I left with "flying colors," and I have 
no doubt the children who listened to my explanation were under 
the impression that their Superintendent was a prodigy of learn* 
ing and posted in everything. 

During the last year office work has been very heavy, making 
stationery and postage quite an item. What " cheek " some peo- 
ple have. To illustrate: A few weeks ago I received a request 
for a permit to teach in one of our schools, and, to show that he 
was competent for the position, he inclosed three old third grade 
certificates, dated from seven to ten years ago, with a request 
that I would return them to him. I presume he forgot to send 
stamps. I answered on a postal card that he could go on and 
teach until the next examination, and that I would then return 
him his certificates. 

I have received returns from a number of the districts in re- 
gard to illiterate children, and I am happy to inform you that 
the percentage will be very low in our county. Several districts 
have reported that there are no children between the ages of 
twelve and eighteen unable to read and write. 

In conclusion, I wish to render thanks to my many friends in 
the county for assistance in important school matters; also to 
Prof. Apgar (State Superintendent) and his able assistant, Mr. 
Betts, for aid and advice often rendered and cheerfully given. 
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J. C. Cruikshank, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

With pleasure, I report the condition of the schools in Passaic 
county. They show systematic advancement, and, on the part 
of the teachers, faithful work. 
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The amount of State surplus revenue and district funds, re- 
ported for the maintenance of schools, I find aggregate a sum 
total of one hundred and fifty-three thousand seven hundred 
and forty-three dollars and fifty-six cents ($153,743.56), being an 
excess of eighteen thousand three hundred and forty-seven dol- 
lars and forty-seven cents ($18,347.47). The estimated value of 
the school property, possessed and owned by the districts, is four 
hundred and twenty-four thousand two hundred dollars ($424,- 
200.00), being an increase in one year of sixty-one thousand six 
hundred ($61,600.00). The amount reported for maintenance, 
and the estimated value of the school property, give five hun- 
dred and seventy-seven thousand nine hundred and forty-three 
dollars and fifty-six cents ($577,943.56), dedicated to the cause 
of education. 

Retrospection is pleasing, inasmuch as it observes the rapid 
growth of school interest in the cities and townships. In the 
township of Acquackanonk the school districts in 1870 did not 
own the ground upon which "dilapidated school houses stood." 
To-day they own four good buildings with ample play grounds, 
the estimated value ten thousand eight hundred dollars ($10,- 
800.00). In the township of Little Falls, 1870, the school dis- 
tricts had only one school house worthy of the name. To-day 
they have three, estimated value six thousand dollars ($6,000.00), 
^ith the strong probability of one being rebuilt with liberal 
s^penditures. 

The city of Passaic in 1870 did not own " the corner-stone 
Df a school house." To-day it has four commodious school 
buildings, the estimated value fifty-one thousand ($51,000.00). 
X^he city of Paterson in 1870 only estimated school property at 
$100,000.00, but at the present the estimation is three hundred 
4nd twenty-five thousand dollars ($325,000.00). 

Census reports give twenty-two thousand three hundred and 
Bfty-seven children of school age (22,357). Register reports give 
attendance fifteen thousand eight hundred and seven (15,807). 
Estimating the number two thousand five hundred (2,500) at- 
tending private, parochial and other schools, there were eighteen 
thousand three hundred and seven children, in progress of 
education in the county, during the year. 

In accordance, with the school statute, quarterly examinations 
have been held to accommodate applicants. Certificates have 
been given to those who passed the requirements as follows, viz., 
uine (9) first, three (3) second, thirty-one (31) third grade, nine- 
been to males (19), twenty-four to females (24), total forty-three 
[43); failed, males five (5), females eight (8), total thirteen (13). 
The number of visits made to the schools during the year one 

G 
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crease a useless balance in the collector's hands. A law compel* 
ling districts to forfeit all beyond a specified balance might cor* 
rect this miserly tendency. 

Gradually the old houses are being replaced by new ones. 
Districts Nos. 21 and 69 have built good, substantial, new houses, 
and district No. 4 has so enlarged its building as to accommodate 
all the pupils on one floor. In district No. 11 they have finally 
succeeded in purchasing suitable grounds, and will soon have a 
good house erected. Minor repairs of various kinds have been 
made throughout the county, so that the most of our buildings 
are in good condition. 

We succeeded this year in holding our institute in the fall, 
and the time proved altogether satisfactory. Assistant Supt. 
Houck, of Pennsylvania, and Miss Minnie Swayze, were the in- 
structors, and they did first class work. I have every reason to 
believe that our teachers feel amply repaid for the time and 
money spent at these gatherings, and I frequently see a practical 
application of the instructions therein given. As a rule, the 
fault finders are those who have gathered suggestions at previous 
institutes, appropriated them, and then, with the vainest self- 
assertion, claimed them as their own. 

I have visited and thoroughly examined the workings of all 
the schools in the county, and I believe that we are making 
substantial progress. I have, however, to express the regret 
that it is impossible always to secure fully competent teachers. 



SOMERSET COUNTY. 



John S. Haynes, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 
In comparison with last year, the school census of this county 
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iows a gain of thirty-six; register enrollment, fifty-three; 
rerage daily attendance, ninety. The schools have been kept 
>en four days less than last year. On the whole, the figures 
idicate a slight gain. The number of male teachers is four less 
lan last year; the number of female teachers, seven more, 
he increase in the former's monthly salary has been seven dol- 
irs and sixty-five cents ; that of the latter, sixty-eight cents, 
ood male teachers are in demand. Their salary has now 
early reached the general average in the State. Two of the 
entlemen teaching in the northern part of the county, have met 
ith 4 exceptional success. They have not only gathered in nearly 
very child of school age in their respective districts, but many 
hildren living three or four miles away, in other districts, have 
aily walked the long distance to receive the benefit of their 
Qstructions. 

It has given me great pleasure to observe that the teachers 
;enerally have made commendable efforts to increase the at- 
endance in their respective schools. The doctrine yet heard in 
ome benighted corners of this land, that the old system of rate 
)ills was better for keeping teachers to their work than the 
nodern system of free schools, is, so far as the teachers of this 
iounty are concerned, a libel upon the profession. With very 
ew exceptions they have been earnest, faithful, and deserving 
>f the substantial success which many of them have achieved, 
iut the lines are winding in very closely around the devoted 
urvival of the fittest who adopt teaching as a life work. 

In repairs and improvements, the work of the past year has 
urpassed that of any previous year. In Bound Brook the two 
Id rookeries of former days have been succeeded by a neat 
>rick structure, on a desirable lot in the western part of the 
own. The three rooms on the first floor have already been fin- 
shed, and are daily occupied by a considerably larger number 
f pupils than both the old schools formerly numbered. North 
^ainfield now has for its school a substantial and imposing 
►rick edifice, on the west side of Somerset street. It contains 
Welve class rooms, an office and library, beautifully finished and 
arnished, and heated by steam. Besides the engine room and 
be coal bins, the basement contains several spacious play-rooms, 
^his school is now one of the best in the county. In the old 
uildings it made some of the best percentages in my annual 
sport, and now, with its increased facilities, it will evidently 
ive a good account of itself. Since entering the new building 
has already made large drafts upon the private schools in its 
icinity ; and with its present public spirited Board of Trustees, 
s excellent Principal and efficient teachers, it bids fair soon to 
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become what every public school should be — the best school in 
the town. The little Raritan school, on the turnpike near New 
Brunswick, thougli it is a very small district, has voted two hun- 
dred dollars for repairs and improvements. Good work has like- 
wise been done in some of the other schools; but the efforts of 
these three districts are in especially pleasant contrast with the 
narrowness and close-fisted policy which rule so many of the 
rural neighborhoods, keeping their school houses rickety with- 
out and dingy within. ' One of the most unpleasant duties of 
this office is the almost constant necessity of denying to boards 
of trustees the privilege of using State money to make rejiairs. 
The persistence and ingenuity of some of these gentlemen in 
this line are remarkable. One of their favorite arguments is 
that as their district raises far more school money than they ever 
receive, and as Somerset contributes largely for the support of 
schools in other counties, said counties should have no right to 
dictate to them, by State law or otherwise, as to what disposition 
they shall make of the moiety of their own school moneys which 
is finally restored to them. 

I have made special efforts during the past year to secure 
authentic reports of the condition of the school libraries, but 
with indifferent success. If the teachers were sufficiently inter- 
ested in this matter, every district might have a library, and 
every library might become a benefit and a blessing to the rising 
generation. This is an age of feverish excitement. Boys and 
girls have caught the contagion — the restless fever, the strange, 
wild impression that fast lives are the only lives desirable. How 
shall they ever get back to the wholesome simplicity of their 
ancestry ? In a measure, by good books. And what an influ- 
ence for good to the children can here be exerted by the judi- 
cious, conscientious teacher. What a world of beauty, moral 
vigor and perennial joy does the perusal of a good book often 
open to the wakening intelligence and ingenuous heart of a 
child. The subject is exhaustless. It is earnestly commended 
to the attention of every teacher, officer and patron of the Som- 
erset public schopls. 
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SUSSEX COUNTY. 



Luther Hill, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

My eighth annual report of the condition of schools is here- 
with respectfully submitted. 

The statistical tables present some encouraging results in the 
most important topics included in the report. 

For the second time, in a period of thirteen years, there is a 
gain in the school census over the previous year. The average 
time that the schools have been kept open is nine and six-tenths 
months, a better result than we have been able to reach before. 
There is a gain of thirty-eight in the enrollment, and the aver- 
age attendance is ninety-six more than last year. The number 
of children attending private schools is one hundred and fifty 
against one hundred and forty-one of the previous year. The 
number reported as attending no school is forty-seven less than 
last year. 

The schools have been comparatively free from contagious 
and epidemic diseases, which may in part be attributable to the 
efforts of the teachers to regard the laws of health. Circulars of 
the State Board of Health have been distributed among the 
trustees and teachers, and it is hoped that the important advice 
contained in them may be observed. 

I have been obliged to call the attention of the clerks to faulty 
and obstructed flues and wretchedly kept out-houses in a few 
districts, and I am forced to admit that nearly all the schools 
are partially neglected in these matters. But little has been 
done during the year in the way of building and repairing, and 
the valuation of school property is decreasing through the rav- 
ages of time. We have ten school houses reported as poor, and 
an equal number as very poor. To call them poor and very poor 
is a charitable classification. They are unfit longer to be used 
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as school bouses and ought at once to be replaced by new ones, 
or the districts should be taken up and the territory added to 
adjoining ones where the accommodations for the children are 
better. 

During the year I have taken up one district, and have made 
some important and necessary changes in the boundaries o£ 
others. During my term of office I have taken up ten districts 
This has been done, generally, by request or consent of the i 
habitants, .but I have met with some opposition by others wh 
failed to appreciate the schools before the changes were mad 
The necessity of further work in this line still exists. An ad- 
joining count} 7 , Warren, has but eighty-eight districts, while w 
with a little more than half as many children, are compelled t< 
maintain one hundred schools. It is an injustice to all th^ 
larger districts of the county, and a loss and damage to th^ 
children who attend the very small schools. 

We are deficient in improved seating and school apparatus, 
including black-boards, maps, globes, charts, &c. For the pur- 
pose of procuring these important aids in the teachers' work and 
for other expenses, District No. 92 has voted a, district tax of 
$1,775.00, being more than ten dollars per child ; thus setting a 
commendable example of liberality in support of public edu- 
cation. 

One hundred and thirty-two certificates, five first grade, 
seven second grade and one hundred and twenty third grade, 
have been issued. 

Meetings of the Teachers' Association have been regularly 
held and were generallj' well attended. Although a number of 
the teachers for the year were without previous experience, the 
cases of failure to do good work in the schools have been very 
few. There has been both retrogression and progression, as 
shown in the classification of schools, but the general result has 
been in favor of progress. Those classed as Nos. 1 and 2 remain 
numerically the same as last year. There are three less of No, 
4, and those classed as No. 5 have disappeared from the list. 



\ 
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UNION COUNTY. 



N. W. Peask, Supebixtxkdkxt. 



7b E. A. Apgar, Stale Superintendent: 

x The tabulations ard statistical reports forwarded to you Au- 
gust 31st, were carefully compiled, and are believed to be correct, 
as District Clerks and City Superintendents have taken every 
possible precaution in preparing their reports to me. This ad* 
mirable system of reports, so ingeniously devised and arranged, 
tells the story of the year's work so fully, that little else need be 
said. 

That the people of this county believe in free public schools, 
and contribute liberally for their support, is clearly shown. For 
the year ending August 31st, 1883, the total amount raised for 
school purposes, was $121,718.45; the sum appropriated for the 
year ending August 31st, 1884, is found to be $143,453.18, an 
increase of $21,734.73. Only two districts fail to raise special 
district taxes for the maintenance of schools. The average 
monthly salary for male teachers in 1882, was $87 ; in lSS3,we 
find it to be $94, an average increase of $7 per month. The 
total average attendance in 1882, was four thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-three; in 1883, five thousand one hundred and 
thirty-three. In all departments of the work, about the same 
ratio of progress is found, thus demonstrating the active, abid- 
ing interest everywhere prevailing. An assistant is still re- 
quired in those schools, in which, until 1882, only one teacher 
was employed. The number of male teachers is increased from 
twenty-two to twenty-four; the number of female teachers, from 
one hundred and sixteen to one hundred and twenty. Nine dis- 
tricts, by vote of the people, furnish all text books and supplies 
to pupils free, and three other districts do so in part. The wis- 
dom and practical economy of this measure is conceded by all ; 
and it will not be long, ere every district in the county will de- 



104 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 

as school houses and ought at once to be replaced by new ones, 
or the districts should be taken up and the territory added to 
adjoining ones where the accommodations for the children are 
better. 

During the year I have taken up one district, and have made 
some important and necessary changes in the boundaries of 
others. During my term of office I have taken up ten districts. 
This has been done, generally, by request or consent of the in- 
habitants, .but I have met with some opposition by others who 
failed to appreciate the schools before the changes were made. 
The necessity of further work in this line still exists. An ad- 
joining count} 7 , Warren, has but eighty-eight districts, while we, 
with a little more than half as many children, are compelled to 
maintain one hundred schools. It is an injustice to all the 
larger districts of the county, and a loss and damage to the 
children who attend the very small schools. 

We are deficient in improved seating and school apparatus, 
including black-boards, maps, globes, charts, &c. For the pur- 
pose of procuring these important aids in the teachers' work and 
for other expenses, District No. 92 has voted ft district tax of 
$1,775.00, being more than ten dollars per child ; thus setting a 
commendable example of liberality in support of public edu- 
cation. 

One hundred and thirty-two certificates, five first grade, 
seven second grade and one hundred and twenty third grade, 
have been issued. 

Meetings of the Teachers' Association have been regularly 
held and were generallj' well attended. Although a number of 
the teachers for the year were without previous experience, the 
cases of failure to do good work in the schools have been very 
few. There has been both retrogression and progression, as 
shown in the classification of schools, but the general result has 
been in favor of progress. Those classed as Nos. 1 and 2 remain 
numerically the same as last year. There are three less of No, 
4, and those classed as No. 5 have disappeared from the list. 
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UNION COUNTY. 



N. W. Pease, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent: 

The tabulations ard statistical reports forwarded to you Au- 
gust 31st., were carefully compiled, and are believed to be correct, 
as District Clerks and City Superintendents have taker) every 
possible precaution in preparing their reports to rne. This ad- 
mirable system of reports, so ingeniously devised and arranged, 
tells the story of the year's work so fully, that little else need be 
said. 

That the people of this county believe in free public schools, 
and contribute liberally for their support, is clearly shown. For 
the year ending August 31st, 1883, the total amount raised for 
school purposes, was $121,718.45; the sum appropriated for the 
year ending August 31st, 1884, is found to be $143,453.18, an 
increase of $21,734.73. Only two districts fail to raise special 
district taxes for the maintenance of schools. The average 
monthly salary for male teachers in 1882, was $87 ; in 1883,. we 
find it to be $94, an average increase of $7 per month. The 
total average attendance in 1882, was four thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-three; in 1883, five thousand one hundred and 
thirty-three. In all departments of the work, about the same 
ratio of progress is found, thus demonstrating the active, abid- 
ing interest everywhere prevailing. An assistant is still re- 
quired in those schools, in which, until 1882, only one teacher 
was employed. The number of male teachers is increased from 
twenty-two to twenty-four; the number of female teachers, from 
one hundred and sixteen to one hundred and twenty. Nine dis- 
tricts, by vote of the people, furnish all text books and supplies 
to pupils free, and three other districts do so in part. The wis- 
dom and practical economy of this measure is conceded by all ; 
and it will not be long, ere every district in the county will de- 
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cide to reap the benefits derived from this needed reform. In no 
other way can time, annoyance, and expense be reduced to the 
minimum. It is worthy of note, also, that liberal provision is 
made for ventilating school rooms, beautifying grounds, and 
rendering all school accommodations neat, comfortable and at- 
tractive. This affords solid pleasure and gratification to all in- 
terested in the prosperity ana efficiency of our schools. Collec- 
tions of specimens in Natural History, and the formation of 
cabinets of various kinds, engage the attention of teachers, par- 
ents and children. Inducements are offered, and encouragement 
given on this line, generally. School libraries have been estab- 
lished in fourteen of the twenty-one districts, and a deep interest 
is manifested by the people, in securing as large additions as 
possible every year. Ways and means are ingeniously devised 
by children and parents, for raising funds for this purpose. 
Over two thousand five hundred volumes are already collected 
in these school libraries In proof of the high appreciation in , 
which they are held, we adduce the fact, that there were eight 
thousand one hundred and ninety-eight drawings of books by 
the pupils from these libraries during the year. Nor is this all. 
Teachers and parents, justly estimating the value of apparatus 
for use in illustrating and fixing the truths and principles of 
natural science in the minds of the children, have raised funds 
with which to supplement the appropriations of Boards of Trus- 
tees. The amount thus raised is nearly $500. True, this sum is 
small, but when we consider the fact that it is a free gift by the 
people, it is significant. It is a worthy beginning, and shows 
that the people are making a timely effort in the right direction. 
Such efforts are full of meaning to the educator, and indicate to 
him what promise the future holds for the children who attend 
our schools. In reference to school libraries it is safe to say, no 
one can fail to see how much good they are doing, and how 
much more good they are destined to accomplish. Much as we do 
for our pupils in the school room, we can, at best, only give them 
a start in the right direction. 

Most of their information will be acquired in after life by 
means of reading. " It is evident, then, that one of the most 
important duties of both parent and teacher, is to train them to 
seek and read the best books. Many of our youths miss half the 
pleasure of their lives from never having formed any taste for 
reading. Far worse, ' Tens of thousands of boys and girls are 
growing into a worthless manhood and womanhood, the victims 
of misdirected reading.'" To save the youth of our sphools 
from this, the State offers inducements for forming school libra- 
169, the benefits of which, if judicious selections are made, can 
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never be measured. • Space will not permit us to note further x 
the evidences of deep and active interest shown by our people in 
the work of educating the children and promoting the efficiency 
of our public schools. 

The teachers are generally pains-taking, faithful and conscien- 
tious. Not only in the class room, but in every department of 
their work, their zeal and industry are manifest. Hours of 
quiet, timely service out of school, attest the strength and sin- 
cerity of their purposes and motives. Time-servers they are 
not. The gratuitous assistance rendered the Superintendent by 
them is gratefully remembered and appreciated. Parents, too, 
often note and speak of gratuitous instruction given by them 
after school hours, and of the kind interest they take in their 
pupils, even in those who were once pupils, but are now engaged 
in the active duties of life. No jealousy or unkind sentiments 
exist, as is too often the case among teachers. Friendly feelings, 
strict amity and professional courtesy rule. It is very gratifying 
to note this ; besides, it contributes much toward the prosperity 
of our schools. None are employed as teachers, save such as 
purpose devoting their lives to the work. Boards of Trustees 
exercise great care when a new teacher is selected, and thus fre- 
quent changes are avoided. In some cases teachers have held 
the same position for twelve years. Generally studious, they 
seek improvement, culture, and professional knowledge through 
every available avenue. Increased attention is given to the lit- 
tle ones in our graded schools, and experienced instructors are 
selected for them. The best talent is needed there. Formally 
that was considered to be the position for the inexperienced 
teacher. Now, it is otherwise. The Kindergarten department 
at Summit has been eminently successful, and will be continued. 
Like departments will, ere long, be established in other schools, 
we hope. 

School accomodations have been slightly increased during the 
year, though some attempts in that direction have been defeated. 
The new school house at Berkley Heights is completed and oc- 
cupied. Thus the last " poor " school house in this county has 
disappeared. Additional furniture has been supplied at South 
Roselle, No. 4, at Summit, No. 19, and at North Roselle, No. 25. 
Still, were a compulsory law strictly enforced, the accommodations 
would not be sufficient, save in a few districts. In North Ros- 
elle the matter has been tested during the past year. The cen- 
sus of 1882 showed that there was two hundred and six children 
of school age. There were one hundred and ninety five pupils — 
all but eleven — enrolled during the year, and comfortably seated. 
Perhaps five other districts could do as well. Several buildings 
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should be enlarged, chief among which are those of C ran ford, 
Scotch Plains, Union, Springfield and a few others where un- 
graded schools.are held. 

Less attention has been given to repairs and improvements 
than we could wish. School rooms and school grounds should 
be rendered attractive at least. It is a duty, a means of culture. 
Too frequently, however, a barely comfortable shelter is deemed 
sufficient, any adornment superfluous, untidy floors, seats, walls, 
grounds and outbuildings not regarded as objectionable ; in fact, 
such minor affairs are sometimes not considered worthv of at- 
tention. The discolored walls of one school room attest the 
utter neglect, at least, of the trustees of that district, a neglect 
which, it is hoped, will not be witnessed again. There is no ex- 
cuse whatever for untidiness. Children naturally respect and 
love neatness, order, beauty. Half the labor of governing is 
removed where these abound. Pictures, maps, charts, shrubs, 
trees, flowers, adornments are more potent and effectual than 
rules, lectures or rods. Much of the right sort has been done in 
the county, but far more is needed. Homes are doubtless beau- 
tified ; schools should be, must be, if we would have them ac- 
complish to the full, that for which they are established. 

Early in the year Mr. Fred. W. Fort, the honored and popular 
Principal of the school at Linden, No. 1, resigned his position to 
take charge of a public school in the city of Newark. Thus the 
county lost and Newark gained an able instructor. Mr. Fort 
taught in this county about ten years. His successor is Mr. 
Henry C. Wright, of Boston. In January Mr. J. W. Kennedy, 
of New Providence, No. 18, relinquished his position to accept 
one in the Newark Academy, and was succeeded by Mr. H. M. 
Vansant, who in turu was succeeded by Mr. Wm. C. Armstrong 
from Warren county. Recently Mr. W. Henry Elston, Princi- 
pal at Westfield, No. 10, resigned, and was succeeded by Mr. O. 
A. Johnson, of Fort Ann, N. Y. Few other changes have oc- 
curred, and those of minor importance. 

Each successive year brings to light new interests and new 
avenues of usefulness, demanding additional effort and labor. 
This is necessarily so, if we make advancement. The plan, 
method, routine of last year will not suffice for this. School 
officers, teachers and Superintendent would be recreant to their 
trust were they to be content with present attainments, shun 
labor, or confine effort to old boundaries. 

In accordance with instructions, a careful canvass of the 
county has been made in order to ascertain how many children 
between the ages of twelve and eighteen years cannot read and 

its. The result is highly satisfactory. Only twenty-seven 
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children between the ages named are reported who cannot read 
and write; three of those are deaf and dumb. This does not 
include the cities of Elizabeth, Plainfield and Rahway. Thir- 
teen districts report that not a child can be found who cannot 
read and write ; these are Nos. 2, 4, 6, 11, 15, 21, 23, 25, 27, 28, 
17,20,9. 

Examination of candidates for teachers' certificates was held 
regularly in November, February, May and August, at which 
ninety-two persons presented themselves. Of the first grade, 
fourteen certificates were granted ; of the second grade, eighteen ; 
of the third grade, thirty ; total, sixty-two. There were thirty 
failures, eight males, twenty-two females. Only one candidate 
residing in another county was examined, and that one at the 
request of the Superintendent of that county. 

During the six months ending February 28th, visits were 
made largely in excess of what the law requires; but during the 
months of May and June, severe affliction cording upon the 
Superintendent's family, he was unable to visit schools as 
formerly. In all, forty-eight visits upon schools were made 
during the year, and ninety-nine visits in separate class rooms. 
The schools were generally found to be in a satisfactory con- 
ditipn. 

The usual written examination of all the schools was held 
May 28th to June 8th, inclusive. Trustee Boards, principals and 
teachers cordially rendered every aid possible to secure good 
honest work. The results were excellent, better than in any 
former year. To Messrs. Elston, Dunham, Brower, A. W. 
Wright, H. C. Wright, Schuyler, Woodruff, Corson, Du Bois, 
Clements, Wooster and Town, the Superintendent is especially 
indebted for their voluntary and long-continued assistance. 
Never was aid more timely or more cheerfully given. 
. The number of testimonials issued is as follows: Nineteen 
diplomas; seventy-three certificates of merit of the second 
grade ; one hundred and eighty-eight certificates of merit of the 
third grade. To estimate correctly the magnitude of this work 
and the good it accomplishes, the critic must share the one and 
observe the other. This county would never be content to re- 
turn to the old monotonous routine, devoid as it was of any stir 
or practical test whatever. 

The list of graduates is as follows : 

J. Irving Winans, Linden, No. 1, Henry C. Wright, Principal. 
Lillie B. Mendell, Cranford, No. 9, Casper G. Brower, " 
Emmie Bigelow, " " " " " 

Maud Cox, " " " " " 
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Lottie Watson, Cranford, No. 9, Casper G. Brower, Principal, 

Grace S. Jackson, 

Fannie E. Brown, 

Nat. Foster, " 

Katie H. Ells, 

Nora Morehouse, 

Anna Parkhorst, 

Louisa Cooley, Summit, No. 19, Erwin H. Schuyler, " 

Carrie Day 

Julia H. Stout, 

Addie R. King, N. Roselle, No. 25, R. A. Dunham, " 

Oscar T. Peck, 

Lillian Barnett, 

Clara A. Seward, " " 

Julia H. Stout, " 

These graduates of our schools are not content with attain- 
ments already reached. Three have just entered upon a col- 
legiate course ; two have gone to the Normal School ; another 
will, next year, enter the Massachusetts School of Technology. 
Nor does this system interfere with lower grades, or detract from 
their efficiency. On the contrary, the stimulating effect enhances 
their thoroughness. Still the good work goes harmoniously on. 
By the assistance and advice of the Principals of graded and un- 
graded schools, the course of study has been carefully revised 
and greatly improved, outlining the work of each year, and 
adapting it to the needs of each and every school. Indeed it 
has been found to be a mistaken idea that as good work can 
be secured from the ungraded as from the graded school. The 
lack of system has been the bar to progress in the ungraded 
school. Frequent change of teachers has also been another 
obstacle. 

In summing up the year's work, we find abundant cause for 
gratitude, encouragement and hope. To teachers, trustees and 
school officers generally, the Superintendent tenders thanks for 
uniform courtesy, co-operation and support. 
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WARREN COUNTY. 



Robert S. Prick, Superintendent. 



To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent : 

As required by law, I submit my annual report of the condi- 
tion of the public schools of Warren county, for the year ending 
August 31st, 1883. 

The following important statements are taken from the statis- 
tical reports, and the annual disbursement of public money for 
the/mrrent year: 

* 

Total State school moneys $51,341 22 

Amount received from State school tax 48,280 71 

Apportionment received from State appro- 
priation 3,060 51 ' 

'Amount apportioned to each child from the 

$100,000 State appropriation 290784 

New rate per child in districts receiving 

more than $350 each 4.062598 

Number of children according to school 

census of 1882 10,525 

Number of children in districts receiving 

more than $350 7,027 

Number of children in $350 districts 3,109 

Number of children in $£00 districts 389 

Number of districts in the county 88 

Number of districts entitled to $350 each.... 53 
Number of districts entitled to more than 

$350 24 

Number of districts entitled to $200 each.... 11 

Our census returns show that there are now in the county, be- 
tween the ages of five and eighteen, ten thousand four hun- 
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Statistical Report, by District!, for the County of BURLINGTON, 
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Slate of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August SI, 188S. 
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Stattitiml Deport, by Dittricti, /or the County of BURLINOTOH, 
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#"'« of New Jersey, for the School Year ending Augtut 31, 1S8S. 



I H « «nr 



i n | i 



: : : ! ii :j 



I I 



i 1 I ! i 



^i i ■=* =^ i- ii -■ i J i^ Ir -■■: =- Ej' " = Z i j: '■ - : 

6 1 i I- s =- s £ *= ; ? fl ? == »=^-r^,*i = ; £ 7 :- I " 

e .\ | |=s t -?7 £° | = = = t?\ 7. =it a i § e t 6 



sW-. J J s 1 

I_! " °i "' » 



JJ] 



" «i ! 



114 

St<i!> : 



To- 



Atl;. 

I'.r 

Sin 

N. :• 

S. !' 

(;••! 

Or. 
Kl-- 



1M. 

Sii. 

Ii;i. 

Iti: 

l.n. 

Sol 

SH- 

Kir- 

I'PI 



KM. 



J-iist ' 
Oak I. 

BUfli • 

Ni'wi- 
2*<»w • ;• 
tVim* i 
tDowi- 



*Da('«. • 
Weyiu*.' 
Mays I.- 
*Gruv»'i 
Carman 1 



m- . 
New Colli: 

*In two or 



ATLANTIC— BERGEN. 117 

Stale of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August SI, 1883. 
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of CAMDEN, 
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SUite of New Jertey for th« School Year ending AugusC SI, 1SS3. 
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Stalia'icnl Report, by Districts, for the County of CAPE UA 3^ 
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»*, for the School Year ending August SI, 1S8S. 
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SUdMical Jteport, by Diltricta, for the County of CVUBEROASd, 
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State of New Jertey, for the School Year ending Augvat St, 1SS8. 
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of CUMBERLAND, 





DISTRICTS OB 




NMi-h'iw-^No'rto. 

Ruck ■bMrm ~~.'~'Z.ZZ 


TaM TA,* n *UX 




j°ii l "'i»'»,*!i , ..'Z!~ 


OBmrwirH. 


II.i 's S. -I 




BOP.TWFJJ. 


.'' "'""!' _■:. 




$SS£rii- "■ 




Si.r.j.if 1! . 1 


Ste&w-£L™ 


-AH1..-1 lUVt*. 




IesS*: .. 











™. 


■.„„., 


«™. 






1 


1 

1 

;il 

III 


B 

1 
1 


1 

|| 

If 


1 

1* 


1: ii 


S 

|1 

si 

E = 

"3 
i 


51 

jsl 


4*| 

P 




*'■ -' 




























■i 








S2 





K 


mooo «ji7b«i 


mn 


«""J ■» 
















"Wra 
















■UK 




~~r 




tr 




non 


""■■ 


MOW ~~ 


» 


■ ■ 


im «ora 


WW 


SSilOO M* 




si? 




!/J -» !■•"• 














MOO .«M 










?* J 








!au 
























"u-":' 






'" ' 








90 




MU1 






























..... .. 












_ 








£ 


.:::::.:: 


»oo 


-' Mb* 


s» 


ST 41 






anw 




- 


■.:::.:: 


IMS 


— 


« 


raa 


.. 


\ 


SMTS IJW9W 


IJTOOU 


111J3 


1IMD WEiW 


isa m 


% 





:.-.: .:.—M* 


moo 


»s 










« 


M»SM 


:::: 


smw 1mtb mdlw 
• m' 1 

*l« MOW... 

u 9 ZZZZ.\'~"m 'So 


MHOO 

"""]«0 » 


iunx 


6M09 




— 






'* 0nn 




3 i* -. 







CUMBERLAND— Continued. 135 

Sfe«fo of New Jersey for tlte School Year ending August, 31, 188S. 
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of ESSEX, 
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)/ Xew Jersey, for the School Year aiding August 31,J$88. 
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Statistical Report, by District!, jor the County of ESSEX. 
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State of New Jersey, for the School Tear ending August SI, 1883. 
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Slatwtical Report, ij Diitrich, for the County of GLOUCESTER, 
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&£ate of New Jertey, for the Sehool Year ending August St, J88S, 
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Stalialical Report, by Dittrieb, for the County of QLOUCESTER. 





t 

s 

i 

■■>: 

« 

n; 
68 




««*»*.»» 


_> 






TOWNSHIPS AND 

DISTRICTS OB 

CITIES, 


lis 

9 % 

w 

m 
in 


I 

11 

o3 


-5 


11 
4^ 


m 
m 

'-1 c = 
r--.,- 

!| 


1 

1! 
n 

1 


1- 

±° 

S"S 
If 

ill 




GLODran-KK-tCcm.) 






St 


— 


■MM 


w* 


ii 


fiffl 


Bijmpon 


Sis! :; 










Jacksun 


& : 




r 


== 


T6TO 


-.J ■■■■ 










im jj 










•*"r ■ 


■; a 


sw no 

12 ■ 


z: 


wn 


3JJ« JS 


838 31 


mv™. 


4S» 11 
























.... 


















M»n 




»I 


"wJflO 


00 ou 


~s»w 


Sol 




Frank Liny II !<!..... .1 





tug 




$?« 






12 SB . 

6SJ 










^?i 




'II 


3IJUI 
III - 


|" 














„™» 




lie 


i. ■ 


MM 


7»W 


■l.WflW 


m» 










W»snl niton drove 


-:::::: 




.... 






1-J.i ii:i 




.. 


li 71 




W«' - 


:,w 








1 S 




^WASHnrOTOK. 


™~ 


■«s 


,j ss 






&?, 








S^SiS*iz=z: 





Ian 




118 m 


smw 
















SD « B . R T. 


UM 80 


t* 8i 400 m i3M in 


'li 


aflsaso 


11 


Deptrord. .... 

Ww [Mpift.nl 




ma 
km 


mm 


.."""* 




™~ 












Ml 3 






1M« 




»«i Sot wo* 


''JS* 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 



143 



State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31 % 1883. 
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Slate of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 81, 1883. 
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Stale of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1883. 
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State of New Jersey for the School Year aiding August SI, J88S, 
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Statt'ical Report, by District*, for the County of SALEM, 
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Safe of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 18S3. 
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Statutial Report, by Districts, /or thr. Comity of SOMERSET, 
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1SS3. 
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of SOMERSET, 
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SXate of New Jersey for the School Year ending August 81, 1888, 
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StatiMcal Report, by Dietrich, /or He Cimnty of SUSSEX, 
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Stole of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August SI, 188S. 
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Solidttcol Report, by Dhlrklt, far the Cmmty of SUSSEX, 
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Slate of New Jertoy, for the School Year ending August 81, 288S. 
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Statistical Report, by District!, lor the County of SUSSEX, 
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August SI, 188S. 
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Staltoical Report, by DittricU, for the Onaty of VNIOX, 
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Slate of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August SI, 1883. 
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St de of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 81, 1888. 
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending Augutt SI, 1883. 
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